nae ALL PRO 1966 


FOOTE 


INSIDE 
EXCLUSIVES 
John Brodie 


writes on 
Dave Parks 
© 


Mac Speedie 
writes on 


Lionel Taylor 


DETAILED FORM 
CHARTS, EXPERT 
COMMENTARY ON 
NFL, AFL TEAMS 


NFL, AFL, CFL 
Schedules 


@ Statistics @ 


 @ Authoritative Predictions @ 
Special Features: The Big Leagues 
__ Make Peace, Canadian Pro Ball 


1966 NFL SCHEDULE 


FIRST WEEK 

Saturday, September 10 

Baltimore vs. Green Bay at Milwaukee* 
Sunday, September 11 

Chicago at Detroit 

Cleveland at Washington 

Los Angeles at Atlanta 

Minnesota at San Francisco 

New York at Pittsburgh 

Philadelphia at St. Louis 


SECOND WEEK 
Friday, September 16 
Chicago at Los Angeles* 
Sunday, September 18 
Atlanta at Philadelphia 
Baltimore at Minnesota 
Detroit at Pittsburgh 
Green Bay at Cleveland 
New York at Dallas 
Washington at St. Louis 


THIRD WEEK 

Sunday, September 25 
Atlanta at Detroit 

Los Angeles at Green Bay 
Minnesota at Dallas 

New York at Philadelphia 
St. Louis at Cleveland 

San Francisco at Baltimore 
Washington at Pittsburgh 


FOURTH WEEK 

Friday, September 30 

San Francisco at Los Angeles* 
Sunday, October 2 

Chicago at Minnesota 
Cleveland at New York 

Dallas at Atlanta 

Detroit at Green Bay 
Pittsburgh at Washington 

St. Louis at Philadelphia 


FIFTH WEEK 

Saturday, October 8 
Pittsburgh at Cleveland* 
Sunday, October 9 

Atlanta at Washington 
Baltimore at Chicago 
Green Bay at San Francisco 
Los Angeles at Detroit 

New York at St. Louis 
Philadelphia at Dallas 


SIXTH WEEK 

Sunday, October 16 
Dallas at St. Louis 

Detroit at Baltimore 
Green Bay at Chicago 

Los Angeles at Minnesota 
Philadelphia at Pittsburgh 
San Francisco at Atlanta 
Washington at New York 


SEVENTH WEEK 
Sunday, October 23 


Atlanta vs. Green Bay at Milwaukee 


Dallas at Cleveland 
Detroit at San Francisco 
Los Angeles at Chicago 
Minnesota at Baltimore 
Philadelphia at New York 
St. Louis at Washington 


EIGHTH WEEK 

Sunday, October 30 
Baltimore at Los Angeles 
Cleveland at Atlanta 

Green Bay at Detroit 
Pittsburgh at Dallas 

San Francisco at Minnesota 
Washington at Philadelphia 
Monday, October 31 
Chicago at St. Louis* 


NINTH WEEK 

Sunday, November 6 
Cleveland at Pittsburgh 
Dallas at Philadelphia 
Detroit at Chicago 

Los Angeles at San Francisco 
Minnesota at Green Bay 

St. Louis at New York 
Washington at Baltimore 


TENTH WEEK 

Sunday, November 13 
Baltimore at Atlanta 
Dallas at Washington 
Detroit at Minnesota 
New York at Los Angeles 
Philadelphia at Cleveland 
St. Louis at Pittsburgh 
San Francisco at Chicago 


ELEVENTH WEEK 
‘Sunday, November 20 
Atlanta at New York 
Baltimore at Detroit 

Chicago at Green Bay 

Dallas at Pittsburgh 
Minnesota at Los Angeles 
Philadelphia at San Francisco 
Washington at Cleveland 


TWELFTH WEEK 
Thursday, November 24 (Thanksgiving 
Day) 
‘San Francisco at Detroit 
Cleveland at Dallas 
Sunday, November 27 
Atlanta at Chicago 
Green Bay at Minnesota 
Los Angeles at Baltimore 
New York at Washington 
Pittsburgh at St. Louis 


THIRTEENTH WEEK 

Sunday, December 4 

Atlanta at Minnesota 

Chicago at Baltimore 

Detroit at Los Angeles 

New York at Cleveland 

Pittsburgh at Philadelphia 

St. Louis at Dallas 

San Francisco vs. Green Bay at Milwaukee 


FOURTEENTH WEEK 
Saturday, December 10 
Green Bay at Baltimore 
Sunday, December 11 
Chicago at San Francisco 
Cleveland at Philadelphia 
Minnesota at Detroit 
Pittsburgh at New York 
St. Louis at Atlanta 
Washington at Dallas 


FIFTEENTH WEEK 
Saturday, December 17 
Cleveland at St. Louis 
Sunday, December 18 
Baltimore at San Francisco 
Dallas at New York 

Green Bay at Los Angeles 
Minnesota at Chicago 
Philadelphia at Washington 
Pittsburgh at Atlanta 


CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
Sunday, January 1, 1967, at home 
of Eastern Conference champion 


PLAYOFF BOWL 
Sunday, January 8, 1967, 


at Miami, Florida 
*Night game 
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“THE COACH WANTS TO SEE YOU 
—AND BRING YOUR PLAYBOOK” 


Apart from that slice of dialog that 
begins with, “I’m sorry, but our plans 
for this year don’t include you,” what 
is the most devastating feeiing a pro 
football player can experience? Is it 
a neck tackle by Ray Nitschke, a stiff- 
arm by Jimmy Brown, or a ball slip- 
ping through icy fingers in the end 
zone with seconds to play? All these, 
and others, are eclipsed by the sink- 
ing sensation that comes with the in- 
ner cry, “My gosh, what did I do with 
my playbook?” 

You can recover from the 
bruises inflicted by the toughest of 


opponents. All players must have 
“X” number of miscues to go along 
with the big plays that stud their ca- 
reers. But losing a playbook costs 
$500, and the fine is non-returnable. 
No one knows why it isn’t $250 or 
$1,000, just as no one knows who real- 
ly stabilized the stay-out-after-11 p.m. 
fine at $50. 

Football playbooks are purely 
a pro innovation. Rookies just out of 
college constantly marvel at the meti- 
culous detail in the books they receive 
their first day in camp. With the 
books comes a don’t-lose-it-or-else 


warning. Players are advised to check 
them in the valuables locker before 
practice or a game, along with their 
class rings and other jewelry and 
cash. And they’re reminded to pick 
them up on time, too, and have them 
available at all meetings. The fine for 
not having the book when needed is 
$25 or $50, depending on the club. 
The pro playbook goes back to 
the early ’40s. Allie Sherman, a left- 
handed quarterback with the Phila- 
delphia Eagles, remembers getting 
one that, in comparison to the ones 
he now deals out to his New York 


Want To Coach Your Own Football Team? 
PLAY THE APBA PRO LEAGUE FOOTBALL GAME & 


COACH ALL THE NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE PLAYERS! 
: ap THE APBA PRO LEAGUE FOOTBALL GAME ACTUALLY 


BRINGS THE NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE PLAYERS 


INTO YOUR VERY HOME. YOU COACH THEM! 


Each player, not just the stars, responds in every detail, according to his 


National Football League records — in passing, punting, pass receiving, place 

kicking and ball carrying. You can count on Gale Sayers, Brown and Willard 

to lead your league's ground game. They and every other ball carrier will 
~| average their NFL ground percentage, including their long runs, too! 


You call the plays on offense and set the line on defense for the play you 


‘ | think is coming. You can even ‘‘gang-up"’ on the player you think will carry 
| the ball or receive the pass, and if you analyze the opponent's plays correctly, 
you stop or lessen his advance! 


APBA Pro League Football reproduces every de- 
tail of the living game — injuries, penalty call-backs 
after the play is run, the clock-stopping out-of- 
bounds plays and incomplete passes, realistic fum- 
ble frequency and all the minute det that give a 
realism never before known in a table football game. 

Even the interior offensive and defensive line- 
men will reflect their real-life running ability on re- 
covered fumbles, blocked kicks or intercepted passes. 


Defensively, too, every player is just as realistic, 
You'll miss a great linebacker like Alex Karras when 
he's injured, just as much as the real-life Lions do! 

You'll thrill to find John Brodie throwing more 
touchdown passes than any other quarterback. 
Gary Collins will top your league in punting and 
Michaels, Cox, Bakken, and all the other place kickers 
will give you typical results on the long tries as 
well as the short ones. 
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. «BRING YOUR PLAYBOOK" / continued 


Giants, resembled a kind of pamphlet. 

And just what is in a present- 
day playbook? Says Sherman: “Our 
book has basic sections, with special- 
ized sections for particular players. 
Up front we go in for terminology, 
nomenclature, our play numbering; 
elementary stuff for the veterans, but 
it doesn’t hurt to have them re-learn 
it, either. We want to have every one 
able to communicate. 

“Every club describes some- 
thing a little differently. Our ‘Sam 
Wanda’ means the middle linebacker 
is red-dogging between the tackle and 
end on the tight end side, while the 
weakside linebacker is doing the same 
from his side and coming through the 
right end. Other clubs probably have 
some different name for it.” 

A playbook is pretty much the 
same in every organization. Basical- 
ly, it is a three-ring binder with a 
good leather cover to stand up to a 
season of scuffing and an occasional 
set of teethmarks. Clubs are supersti- 
tious; they never use the same binder 
two years in a row, but they don’t 
change color, either, after good sea- 
sons or bad. 

Every book is numbered and 
checked out, 
charged with riding herd on the li- 
brary. You sign for it the first time 
the way some naval officer signs for a 
destroyer. Unlike the Navy, there can 
be no excuse for losing one. 

Books are graded periodically. 
Sherman’s theory is that a playbook’s 
condition is indicative of the man. 
“All your good ball players are pretty 
systematic and neat.” Last year Allie 
had a rookie defensive back who kept 
turning up at offensive meetings. 


and one coach is 


When he was finally sent away, Sher- 
man took the playbook and burned it. 

A playbook is a player’s as long 
as he is a member of the team. A 
rookie lives in dread of the order, 
“The coach wants to see you, and 


be sure to bring your playbook.” 

Ball clubs take no chances 
about a just-cut rookie destroying a 
book in a moment of flaming fury, or 
worse, getting some silly idea about 
passing it on to some other club. Ac- 
tually, this “Spy Who Came In From 
The End Zone” move would be of 
little value to the club into whose 
hands it might happen to fall. While 
playbooks are the guts of the ball 
club, and picking up another club’s 
audibles (the signals called at the line 
of scrimmage to change a play) might 
provide a certain advantage, there’d 
be practically nothing of value in 
broad strategy. Intensive filmwork, 
now standard practice on all two- 
dozen big-league clubs, has made all 
else practically obsolete. 

Says Buster Ramsey, who 
coached in both leagues: “You can 
pick up almost anyone’s plays without 
a book. With films today, no one can 
be original for more than a week.” 

The New York Titans, prede- 
cessors of the Jets in the American 
League, were unique for three years 
in that they never had a playbook 
under coaches Sammy Baugh and 
Bulldog Turner, who succeeded Sam- 
my after two years. Yet Baugh’s clubs 
played 7-7 seasons, and none of the 
subsequent Jet clubs, despite reams 
of paperwork, were ever able to 
achieve .500. 

Baugh got off one of the great 
lines in pro ball in connection with his 
no-playbook approach. It came to the 
attention of the Titans’ mercurial 
owner, Harry Wismer, that the club 
had no playbooks. This was in the 
second season, after the ownership 
had made no effort to sign any of 
their draft choices, men such as Tom 
Matte, Herb Adderley, Bill Brown, 
Bernie Casey and Mike Pyle. Wismer 
sought out Baugh and demanded, 
“Why don’t we have playbooks.” 

Sammy looked him up and 
down and replied, “Because we ain’t 
got any paper, that’s why.” o 


TAYLOR TOPS ’EM ALL 


BY MAC SPEEDIE 
Denver Broncos’ Head Coach 


There are bigger, faster and younger pass receivers in the American Football 


League than Denver’s Lionel Taylor, but the great Bronco veteran has all the 


moves it takes to get into the open, plus the surest pair of hands in pro ball 


Because the Broncos have been an AFL weak sister since 
1960, the Denver coaching staff has had to fill many lineup 
holes—but they've never had any problem at the split end 
slot. That’s where Lionel Taylor is ensconced, and head man 
Mac Speedie rates him as the loop’s premier pass receiver. 


Double-teaming is a fairly familiar expression in pro 
football, but “double standard” is something else again 
—and it’s likely to raise a few eyebrows around the 
league. Particularly when it is openly admitted that we 
do have a double standard on the Denver ball club. 
We happen to like it that way, because it involves 


The measure of a great pass grabber is his ability to latch onto a ball, using just 
his hands. With Oakland's Dave Grayson lurking close behind, Taylor had no time to cradle this one 
in his arms. Coach Speedie, right, a former great receiver himself, 


Lionel’s biggest fan 


Lionel Taylor, a super-receiver to my way of thinking. 
Denver is no different from any other team, We 
rate our players from game films, as do the other clubs. 
There’s one exception, however: We grade Lionel Tay- 
lor one way, and all the rest of our receivers another. 
Here’s what we do. If the other pass catchers get 
two full hands on any ball thrown, and can’t make the 
catch, they’re credited with a “drop.” We don’t care if 
the ball is back of them, off to one side, or anywhere 
else—two full hands and the man should have it. 
With Taylor, who has caught more than 500 
passes in a half-dozen years in the American Football 
League, we are a lot rougher. We figure that whenever 


best defenders. Above, he takes along pass from QB 


grab. And the Chargers’ speedy Les Duncan, opposite 


Lionel makes a habit of beating the league's 


Mickey Slaughter despite the efforts of Dave 
Grayson of the Raiders. Buffalo's Butch Byrd is the 
victim, right, on Taylor’s leaping touchdown 


page, was just not speedy enough to stop this 
great fingertip catch off a deft sideline maneuver 


TAYLOR TOPS 'EM ALL / continued 


he can put his right hand on the ball—get even a finger 
on it—he has to come up with it. Otherwise, it’s a drop. 
We like it that way and so does Lionel. 

As far as I am concerned, he has the best pair of 
hands in pro ball. There are other receivers around 
with more speed, or better moves, but as far as the 
actual mechanics of catching a football are concerned, 
Taylor is Number One. He’s Number One with us in 
“Desire,” too, a quality I consider tops of the four re- 
quirements for a receiver. The others are hands, moves 
and speed. But Desire comes first—and that’s spelled 
with a capital “D.” 

This is my sixth year coaching Taylor and I 
honestly feel he has gotten better every year. Certainly 
his leadership qualities have improved. Last year, he 
was elected one of our captains and he won our MVP 
by a handsome margin. If he hadn’t, I would have 
called for another round of balloting! 

It’s fascinating to speculate on what records 
Lionel might have chalked up by now had he worked 


10 


with one quarterback from the start—or if the Broncos 
had employed a more diversified attack in their early 
years. For, while Lionel has been catching passes 
thrown by six to eight different quarterbacks, whiz kids 
like Raymond Berry have been snaring them from one 
quarterback exclusively (in Berry’s case, from Johnny 
Unitas). Such receivers can probably run their patterns 
blindfolded by now. 

The great quarterback throws not to the receiver, 
but to the spot where the receiver will be. When I was 
with the Browns, we were blessed with a super-quarter- 
back in Otto Graham. Otto threw to Dante Lavelli and 
me, and it was that extra split second gained from our 
knowing each other so well that made all the differ- 
ence. A receiver is much too busy to worry about look- 
ing for the ball until it’s exactly time to catch it. It has 
to be there, then. Executed properly, the precision pass 
play is virtually unstoppable in a one-to-one defense. 

The “philosophy” of successful receiving is fair- 
ly uncomplicated. The receiver knows where he is go- 
ing to be—and the thing is to be there alone when the 
ball arrives. When he leaves the line of scrimmage, he 


must do something to “move” the defensive man, forc- 
ing that man to commit himself to move in another 
direction. We call it “turning” the defender. If it is 
executed properly, the receiver automatically has two 
steps on his man when he cuts. 

If the defending back is “turned” and if the ball 
is waiting, there can be no valid excuse for not holding 
it. Pass receivers are paid to catch the ball. That means 
any kind of pass: a hard one, soft one, nose-up, nose- 
down, floater, burn-ball. Get those hands on it, “look” 
it into the arms and hold onto it. 

Not too much has changed in the last 10 or 15 
years, at least where the receivers are concerned. There 
are more 9.5 and 9.6 sprinter-types around, and they 
don’t spend so much time on actual moves and patterns. 
But that doesn’t mean that moves and patterns don’t 
pay off. Taylor has to spend most of his time on them, 
because he can’t fly by someone. Nevertheless, he can 
do the job without burning speed. In ’65, he nailed 78 
of the 84 passes thrown to him. 

His greatest strength probably focuses on the 
sideline pass, which is so vital to our team’s overall 


strategy. In that maneuver, where he has to stay in- 
bounds while making the catch, there are three things 
to consider. First, he has to catch the ball. Second, 
he has to elude the defensive back, who'll be crowding 
him in an area where there’s no room to maneuver. 
And last, there’s that sideline to worry about, for the 
receiver has to have both feet in the field of play for 
his catch to be legitimate. Taylor is the best man I’ve 
ever seen in this department. 

Lionel has a couple of other strong points which 
any receiver bidding for stardom would do well to 
study. He is always talking with the officials, making 
sure they’re alert to what he is doing—and he is al- 
most never without a ball in his hands at practice. We 
have to chase him off the field to keep our quarter- 
backs from getting dead arms. 

There are other fine receivers in the AFL, to be 
sure—men like Charlie Hennigan, Lance Alworth and 
Art Powell. They’re part of a group which prompts me 
to say that our league’s pass receiving is probably bet- 
ter, overall, than that in the NFL. And, of all the AFL 
receivers, I flatly contend that Lionel Taylor is best. 


Cleveland’s great fullback 
combined speed, power and finesse MM 
in amanner that made him @ 
unique among pro ball carriers. He 
was equally at home knifing 
through the line, right, busting 
past tacklers, below, or 
cruising along in back of a host 
of blockers, opposite page © 


Records in football, as in everything else, are made to 
be broken, but when Jimmy Brown hung up his cleats 
before the ‘start of the ’66 season, he left behind a 
formidable set of statistics to hurdle. Certainly none 
of the other performers in the all-time top 10 rushers, 
five of whom were active with Brown during the ’65 
campaign, have much of a chance to surpass his per- 
formance. Brown had a 4,000-yard bulge on his nearest 
rival, Green Bay’s Jim Taylor, entering the 1966 cam- 
paign. And all the rest of the top-tenners who played 
last year were either at the end of their distinguished 
careers, or close to it. The man destined to eclipse 
Brown’s marks may be a first- or second-year per- 
former right now, could conceivably be in high school 
or college, or quite possibly hasn’t even been born 
yet! And if he’s in college at present, chances are good 
that some scout, or scouts, will make a mistake on him. 
After all, should he be any different from J.B.? 

It will come as a shock to many that Brown was 
not only ignored as a first choice when he came out of 
Syracuse University after the 1956 season, but that five 
other men were picked before Cleveland had its turn 
and took him. It is interesting to contemplate the pos- 
sibly different course of pro football history had 
Brown been picked ahead of the following: 

Paul Hornung—Green Bay’s bonus pick. After 
every club had enjoyed a bonus selection over a period 
of a dozen years, the practice was discarded. Golden 
Boy had been second in total offense while perform- 
ing as Notre Dame’s quarterback. It so happened that 


J.B. 1S 
GONE, 
BUT HIS 
-y RECORDS 
REMAIN 


4. In nine years, Cleveland’s 


NS 2h Jimmy Brown set records that won’t 


fall for a long time—if ever 


Green Bay and the Chicago Cards were the two re- 
maining clubs with a bonus pick coming, and Lisle 
Blackbourn, the Packer coach, drew straws with some- 
one from the Cards at the draft meeting and won the 
right to pick first. 

John Brodie—an outstanding collegiate per- 
former on the West Coast, who was picked by San 
Francisco as a possible replacement for a fading Y. A. 
Tittle. The 49ers had the right idea, but were a little off 
in their timing. Tittle faded, but not until after he had 
led the Giants into a couple of playoff games. And the 
injury-plagued Brodie didn’t really come into his own 
until the ’65 campaign. 

Ron Kramer—the big Michigan end chosen by 
Green Bay on its regular first-round pick. The Packers 
got lots of championship service from him before trad- 
ing him to the Lions last year for a top draft choice. 

Len Dawson—was on the scene when Pittsburgh, 
changing quarterbacks, had decided that Johnny 
Unitas was not the logical successor to Jim Finks. 
Dawson was a top-notch Big Ten passer at Purdue. 
He ultimately made it, but not with Pittsburgh, and not 
in the National Football League. 

Cleveland, picking fifth, took Brown, who was 
third in the nation in rushing and sixth in total offense. 
How much longer he would have lasted if the Browns 
hadn’t reached for him no one will ever know. There 
isn’t a talent man still around from that era who won’t 
tell you that if the Browns hadn’t taken Jim, he was 
due to go on his club’s first pick. Oo 
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Even with Jimmy Brown gone, it 


looks as if Cleveland and Green Bay 


will meet again in January 


Vince Lombardi’s crew slips from the top spot 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 


Despite threats to his reign, it may be awhile before 


Prediction: First 


GREEN BAY PACKERS 


1965 RECORD (10-3-1) 


41 Pittsburgh 9 
20 Baltimore 17 


23 Chicago 4 

27 San Francisco 10 
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SCORING 
3 TDs PATs FGs Total 
Chandler ov Ty 8 
jormung9 8B 
50 6 6M 
Dowler 4-0 6 & 
Long 5a 
Taylor 4 ps @ 
RUSHING 


PASSING. 
‘AttsComps Yds TDs Ints Pet 


Starr 250-140-2085 «169 56.0 
Bratkowski 48 21 M8 03 4 438 
RECEIVING 

Recs Yds TDs Avg 
Dowler 4 80 4 (139 
Dale bm 7 11 
Taylor 2 m7 0 103 


‘Hornung 9 mm 3 1% 


INTERCEPTIONS. 


Ints. Yds Longest Avg 
Adderley 6 175 44 289 


‘Wood 6 & mm 108 

Hart 4 4 72 

Robinson 3 4187 47.0 
PUNTING 


Punts Yds Longest Avg 
Chandler 74 3176 W429 


PUNT RETURNS 
Rets Yds Longest Avg 
Pitts oo am 38 


Wood 13 6 = 4 28, 


KICKOFF RETURNS 


_— Rets Yds Longest Avg 
Moore 15361. S224 
Adderley 10 21 3 224 
Pitts 2 3% F198 
Crateher 3° 89 2t 177 


S OFFENSE 

RECEIVERS Ht Wt Age Exp. College Comments : 
Brown, Allen (T) 64 230-232 Mississippi Dowler and McGee are established top-liners 
Dowler, Boyd (F) = &5 225, 28 BS Colorado at flanker and split end. Problem is at fight 
Fleming, Marv (T-F) 6473524. 4 Utah end, where Fleming started season in "65 and 
tong, Bob (FT) = & 3.215 243 Wichita had’ Lombardi looking for help most of way. 
McGee, Max (5) G3 205 M411 Tulane Anderson finished up big in playoff and cham- 
Dale, Carroll (S) 1% me 7 aL plonship. Bob Jeter's younger brother, Tony, 
Anderson, Bill (T) «6-3 225 30.B_SCTennessee could be the answer. There's all kinds of 
Jeter, Tony (7) 63 230-2) 1sNebraska ability in this corps; problem is to come up 
White, Jeff (F) 63 185 «23 1‘ Texas Tech with best combo. RATING—VERY GOOD 
(S)—Split end (1)—Tight End (F)—Flanker 
ete EROS EE PTET SEES AERTS 

INTERIOR LINEMEN 
Bowman, Ken (C) 63 230-233 Wisconsin Allyeteran lineup makes it difficult for new- 
Gregg, Forrest (7-6) 6-4 250 32 10 SMU. fo break in here. Gillingham, high draft 
Skoronski, Bob (T) 63 200 29 Indiana has best chance. He'd have to beat out 
Thurston, Fred (G)  &1_— 245-329 ~—‘Valparalso Fumy Thurston or Jerry Kramer. Latter staged 
Curry, Bill (C) G2 BB M2 Georgia Tech —_—medical comeback of the year to play full sea- 
Kramer, Jerry (6) 63 20 «6-309 Idaho son in championship form. Gregg and Skoron- 
Gillingham, Gale (G) 63 250 22 «1 Minnesota ski account for tackle jobs, Bowman is solid at 
Wenzel, Raiph (G) 61 240 2 1 — SanDiego State center with Curry in reserve. Watch these boys 
Wright, Steve (T) 66 260 24 «3 Alabama go. RATING—-VERY GOOD 
(TTackle — (G}—Guard —_(C)—Center 
i RN SEER RARER AAA 

QUARTERBACKS 
Storr, Bart 61 2000-3211 Alabama Starr does everything asked of a championship 

ratkowski, Zeke. 63 200-3411 Georgia field general. Brat came through when Bart was 

_ Smith, Ron 65 220 24 =2 Richmond inj year. RATING—EXCELLENT 


RUNNING BACKS : 
Hornung, Paul (H) = 63 215. 0 —sNotre Dame. Hornung-Taylor are probably best one-two 
Pitts, Elijah (H) 61 205-27 Philander Smith punch in league. Newcomers Anderson and 
Taylor, Jim (F) +o 75 9 9 LSU. Grabowski, representing million-dollar bonus 
Symons, Bill (H) 60 200 «23-2 Colorado package, have to oust these vets who are still 
Jacobs, Allen (F) 66 HS 4. tah as hungry as they were a half-dozen seasons — 
Anderson, Donnie (H) 63 212 23.1 Texas Tech ago. Pitts is a fine back-up. Symons could wind 
Grabowski, Jim (F) 42 2m 1 Miinals up on defense. RATING—EXCELLENT 
(F)—Fullback (H)—Halfback 
SS RR SSS 

KICKER 
Chandler, Don $2 70 32 11 Florida Don regained touch. RATING—EXCELLENT 


DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN 
Aldridge, Lionel (E) 64 240 as 4 Utah State Davis is All-League on one end, Aldridge is 
Davis, Willie (E) b3 245 R 9 Grambling close to it on the other. Jordan's the 'pappy” 
Jordan, Henry {T) 63 250 Mn 10 Virginia of this unit with Dave Hanner gone. Kosteinik 
Kosteinik, Ron (T) 64 260 mo 6 Cincinnati fills other tackle, with Voss pushing. Heron was 
Voss, Lloyd (T) 64 260 4 3 Nebraska top draft choice. The brilliant work of their 
yn, Fred (T) 65 250 2 1 San Jose State front four brought the Packers the ‘66 flag, and 
Marshall, Rich (T) 65 ms B 2 Stephen F. Austin they seem set again. RATING—EXCELLENT 
(E)—End (T)—Tackle 
oes ha 
LINEBACKERS © 
‘Caffey, Lee Roy (O) 6-3 250 B 4 Texas A&M Nitschke in middle and Robinson, Caffey on out- 
‘Crutcher, Tommy (O) 63 230 ry 3 Texas Christian side provide Packers with another top-notch 
Nitschke ,Ray (M) 63 240 nv 9 Minois. group. Crutcher is fourth man in this bunch; 
Robinson, Dave (O) 6-3 245 B 4 Penn State Shinn’'s the best of rookie hopefuls. Robinson is 
Shinn, Mike (O) 6-3 am - 2B 1 Kansas en route to top status. RATING—EXCELLENT 


(O)—Outside linebacker (M)—Middle linebacker 
’ 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Adderley, Herb (C) 60-210 6 jan State Packers have experienced considerable shifting 
Brown, Tom (S) 61 190-253 Maryland here without loss of effectiveness. Adderley, 
Hart, Doug (C) 60 19 2 3  ArlingtonState — Hart and Jeter vie for corner roles; Wood, 
Wood, Willie (5) Sp 9 m7 USC. and maturing Brown provide experience and 
Jeter, Bob (C) 61 205 294 lowa, youth in safety spots. Hart and Jeter a 
Hatcock, Dave (C-S) 6-0 190 + 23.~«S1._~—s Memphis State —_ receivers. RATING—EXCELLENT 
(C)—Comer back —_($)—Safety ’ 


Y ou can hear Vince Lombardi all the way over in De 
Pere when an underling in the Green Bay front office 
forgets to replace his telephone directory, but, basic- 
ally, Vincent is pretty much an imperturbable fellow. 
“Football,” he insists, “is a game played in the dirt. It’s 
just a matter of who tackles and blocks better.” 

He also said, after he had lost a couple of key 
assistants to Atlanta and the Pitt Steelers last winter, 
“Having new people around doesn’t bother me. I like 
to count on everyone, but not too much.” 

But there are things that can bring Lombardi up 
out of his chair in rapid-fire fashion, and one of these 
was a wire-service photo taken early last spring during 
a rattlesnake hunt in Sweetwater, Tex. Not on the out- 
skirts of Sweetwater, but in downtown Sweetwater. For 
some reptilian reason that particular area had proved 
attractive to the local diamondback population. So— 
would all the adventuresome young men in the area 
please turn out, properly equipped, and clear out the 
critters? The danged things were interfering with the 
local cocktail hour. 

Lombardi’s interest in Sweetwater’s civic prob- 
lems would have been nil except for one slightly up- 
setting fact. There, in the picture of a grinning young 
snake-hunter holding up a grinning diamondback, he 
spotted Donny Anderson, his big running back draft 
from Texas Tech. Anderson represents a $1-million- 
plus bonus package along with Illinois’ Jim Grabowski. 

The roar Lombardi let go could be heard half- 
way to the Panhandle. “Put it down,” he screamed to 
the obviously oblivious newspaper page. 

Now in his eighth campaign with the Packers, 
Lombardi has what could be the greatest collection of 
running backs ever assembled. To start with, he has 
Jim Taylor and Paul Hornung, then the million-dollar 
babies, plus Elijah Pitts as a veteran backup. 

Where does a man acquire such a profusion of 
riches? From having one of the keenest brains in the 


business, that’s where. There is a generation coming 
to flower that remembers Vince Lombardi only as a 
perennial winner with an overall record of 68-23-3 go- 
ing into the 1966 campaign. Not too many people re- 
member that the Packers were 1-10-1 the year before 
Lombardi took over. 

In the accompanying charts, Green Bay is rated 
“very good” in two categories, receivers and interior 
linemen. Everywhere else the Packers draw an un- 
equivocal “excellent.” It‘is an evaluation unmatched 
anywhere else in the NFL—or the AFL, either. 

Lombardi cares little for others’ evaluation. He 
knows what he has, and what he doesn’t have. And in 
his pocket, to rub against each other during such in- 
frequent times as he might suffer small doubts, are the 
three victories he rang up against the Colts in 1965 and 
the way the Packers did it. Green Bay won a close one 
the first time, smashed through to a second triumph, 
then won the third in the muck and gloom of an un- 
precedented overtime via the toe of Don Chandler. 

Chandler is a tribute to Lombardi’s sagacity. 
Vince needed a kicker for insurance against the pos- 
sibility that Jerry Kramer or Hornung couldn’t do it 
in 1965. Chandler was available, but a real gamble. 
Lombardi is an ex-Giant assistant. He knows the Giants 
make few mistakes. But he gambled a high draft pick 
for Chandler, who repaid him with a championship. 

Or take Zeke Bratkowski, like Bart Starr now in 
his second decade in pro ball. Bratkowski was doing 
little or nothing in LA when Lombardi traded for him. 
Two years later, Starr was injured and without Zeke, 
the Packers wouldn’t have won in ’65, either. 

That makes two recent trades that have added 
up to another championship. Maybe football is a game 
“played in the dirt,” as Green Bay’s head man says, 
but football championships are won through the in- 
volved thinking processes of men like Lombardi, no 
matter what Lombardi says. Or how loudly he yells. 0 


Green Bay's defense is epitomized in this 
photo: hard hitting, and more than 

one man on a tackle. Linebacker Ray Nitschke 
(66), end Willie Davis (87) and friends 

stop Dallas’ Don Perkins right in his tracks 
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Brodie 
Mira 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 


The feeling is that everything—or almost everything— 
is about to mesh for this well-balanced outfit 


Prediction: Second 


SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS 


1965 RECORD (7-6-1) 


52 Chicago 4 
27 Pittsburgh «17 
24 ji cu 


7 
4 LosAngeles 21 
41 Minnesota 42 
28 Baltimore 34 
31 Dallas 9 
27 Detroit n 
30. LosAngeles 27 
45 Minnesota. 24 
17 Detroit 4 
2 Chicago a 
24 Green Bay 4 


SCORING 
‘TDs PATs FGs Total 
Davis 0 52 7 103 
Parks @ 0 69 2 
Willard * 0 9 St 
Crow ¢ 0. 0h 
RUSHING. 


Atts Yds TDs Avg 
Willard 189 778 5 
Crow = 13254239 
Lows 525K 
Kopay 2 B13 


PASSING 
Atts Comps Yds TDs ints Pet 


3 242-312-3018 61.9 
528 460 4 3 482 
RECEIVING 
Recs Yds TDs Avg 
Parks 80 1344 12 168 
Casey 52 5 8 (12.9 
Stickles 5 31 
Willard 32 34 
INTERCEPTIONS. 
Ints Yds Longest Avg 
Johnson 6 7 & 38 
Alexander 93 23 6 76 
Kimbrough 2 5 5 25 
Wilcox 1 1% 1% 160 
PUNTING 
Punts Yds Longest Avg 
Davis Sl 


PUNT RETURNS 


Rets Yds Longest Avg 
Alexander 35 262 407.5, 
Swinford 2 18 18 90 


KICKOFF RETURNS 


Rets Yds Longest Avg 
2 1 4 231 
“34 38 


OFFENSE : 

RECEIVERS Ht. Wt. Age Exp. College Comments : 
Burke, Vern (T) 64 202 2% 3 Oregon State Emergence of Parks as league's No. 1 pass 
Casey, Bernie (F) 64 209 «27 6 Bowling Green catcher enabled Casey to have his best year. 
McFarland, Kay (S) 2-18 += 28S §_~— Colorado State Between them they caught 139 passes. McFar- 
Parks, Dave (8) &2 207 «24 = 3 Texas Tech land can serve as backup for either. Stickles, 
Poole, Bob (T) 62 213° 4 3 Clemson little off last year, can do the job at tight 
Stickles, Monty (T) $4 235 2% 7 Notre Dame ‘end. Burke watched. RATING—VERY GOOD 
(S)—Splitend —(T)—Tightend ——_(F) Flanker : 

INTERIOR LINEMEN 
Bosley, Bruce (C) 62 245 «3211S West Virginia Unit had fine year in 1965, Bosley had his best. 
Gere, Joe (C) 62-25-42 Northwestern Rock and Rohde are solid at tackles, Thomas 
Mudd, Howard (6) &2 263 243 Hillsdale and Mudd have guard roles. With extensive 
Norton, Jim (T) 64 5 24 «2 Washington tackle depth Norton may be tried on defense. 
Hettema, Dave (T) 64 27 2% 1 NewMexico McCormick's a highly touted rookie with 
McCormick, Dave (T) 66 250,231 LSU. “can't-miss” tag. Brodie’s great performance 
Rock, Walt (T) 64 37-284 Maryland was the result of inspired line play, and it must 
Rohde, Len (T)_ 64 25 28 7—(Utah State happen again in ‘66 if the club is fo threaten 
Thomas, John (G) 64-5031 of Pacific in the West. RATING—GOOD 
(Tackle (G)—Guard —_(C)—Center 
AY ALLAN 

QUARTERBACKS 
Brodie, John 61 210-3110 Stanford “Brodie set records last year with 242 comple- 
Kilmer, Billy oA UCLA, tions, 30 TDs. Mira played little, shares back- 
Mira, George Sil 192 248 3 Miami (Fia.) up role with Kilmer. RATING—YERY GOOD 


RUNNING BACKS 1 


Crow, John David (H) 62-2241 9—Texas ARM If Crow avoids injury and Willard repeats 
Daugherty, Bob (H) = 6-205 241 Tulsa rookie performance, San Francisco should have 
Kopay, Dave (H) 60 25 24 3 Washington ‘one of better one-two punches. Lewis and 
Lewis, Gary (F) 62 230 24 «3 ~~ Arizona State —-Kopay are backups, and Gary had best rushing 
Willard, Ken (F) 62 230 2 2 NorthCarolina _ average last year. RATING—VERY GOOD 
(F)—Fullback —_ (H)—Halfback : 
ee 
KICKER é 
Davis, Tommy 60 20 oH 8 OLS Davis scores consistently. RATING—-GOOD 


——— 


DEFENSE 

FRONT LINEMEN. : 
Johnson, Charlie (1)  &2 266s Louisville Kruager and Lakes are strong at tackle, ditto 
Krueger, Charlie (T) 4.267.308 ‘Texas ASM Miller at end. End Dan Colchico won't return 
Lakes, Roland (T) 64 85% CWWichita this year because of heel injury. Rubke subbed 
LaRose, Dan (E) 65 0 7) & Missouri for him, and would probably be used again. 
Miller, 65 2448 SUtah State Johnson's a top rookie, LaRose has been around 
Rubke, Karl (E) 4 A 10 USC, awhile, RATING—FAIR 
(E)—End_(T)—Tackle 
er USP TED SSN 

LINEBACKERS 
Beard, Ed (M) +1 2S i fensenes There's plenty of experience in Dowdle, Hazel- 
Chapple, Jack (O) 61 25 232 Stanford , Wileox, but first two missed much of last 
Dowdle, Mike (M) 630 8 87 Texas season with injuries, Chapple and Beard 
Harrison, Bob (M) 62 25 27 8 Oklahoma learned as rookies. Harrison backs up in mid- 
Hozeltine, Mat(O)  &1— 30s dle. Team has high hopes for Weisacosky, 
Weisacosky,Ed(O) 619 st ightest of group. There's certainly room for 
Wilcox, Dave (O) am 4 him, RATING—FAIR 


3 
(O)—Outside linebacker (M)—Middle linebacker 
Sa en 2 SE 
DEFENSIVE BACKS : 


Alexander, Kermit(C) 5-11 183-24 UCLLA. Fourth man is needed here to go with Alex- 
Bland, Dan (C) 60 182 22 1 Mississippi State ander, Kimbrough, Johnson. Kermit has come 
Donnelly, George (S) 6-3. 205 24S 2 MNinols, tong i rs plagued him as 
Johnson, Jim C) 62 17 6 UCLA, rookie. Mertens injured neck last year, may 
Kimbrough, Elbert (S} 5-11 1% = 27S &-~—sNoorthwestern not play. Donnelly was used good deal but 
Mertens, Jerry (C) 60 12 «8% 9 Drake needs more experience. Bland, Phillips were 
Phillips, Mel (S) 6-0 188 2 1 — N.Carolina A&T — among first five draft picks. RATING—FAIR 
(C)—Corner back (5) Safety 


“41 don’t know whether I like it this way,” said the 
light-hearted Matt Hazeltine. “It used to be that when 
we were playing I had no trouble picking out my wife 
in the stands. Now, with all these people, it’s not so 
easy any more.” 

Hazeltine, a veteran linebacker, is one of those 
who has seen some thin crowds at Kezar Stadium, home 
of the 49ers. The crowds stopped coming in the early 
"60s for a pretty good reason. After the shotgun season 
of ’61, when the 49ers finished with a 7-6-1 mark, the 
same record as last year, the local fortunes declined 
precipitously. Red Hickey was canned and his suc- 
cessor, Jack Christiansen, looked as though he was to 
be around only until his laundry came back. But sur- 
ptisingly, the management kept Christiansen even 
though the ’63 49ers finished up with a 2-12 record. 
The only reason they didn’t make it into the league 
cellar the following year was because the Giants had 
taken hold with a snappy 2-10-2 mark. Then last year 
the 49ers actually became a team to contend with, a 
team that could even challenge in ’66 with a big run- 
ning attack complemented by John Brodie’s passing. 
A couple of key plugs in the defense just might have 
the 49ers in there bidding for the big prize. 

Dave Parks and Ken Willard are a couple of the 
most exciting young players to reach San Francisco in 
a long time. Parks was a little-known receiver out of 
Texas Tech when the 49ers picked him No. 1 in the 
draft, causing a lot of raised eyebrows because they 
also needed a quarterback, and George Mira was avail- 
able. (They got Mira anyway on the next time around.) 
Willard came for 1965 highly rated and, as it turned 
out, deservedly so. He racked up 778 yards in his first 
season, which was almost three times the figure 
achieved by San Francisco’s best runner the previous 
year. John David Crow, the much-injured running 
back who came from the Cards in a trade for Abe 
Woodson, revived and racked up 500-plus yardage. 


Together, this pair gave Brodie the throwing room he 
needed and John responded with a team TD mark. 

The 49ers have had some pretty fair flingers in 
the past, ranging from Frankie Albert to Y. A. Tittle. 
Brodie broke Albert’s 17-year-old record of 29 TDs 
by one. He also hit young Parks a dozen times with 
six-pointers, giving Parks a handsome two-year total of 
20. It’s no record, but it could be an indication. Brodie’s 
242 completions constitute an NFL mark, eclipsing 
Johnny Unitas’ old 237. 

A healthy Brodie throwing to confident young 
receivers like Parks and Bernie Casey could mean lots 
of successful action on the field and lots of demand at 
the box office. The pass blocking he got last year must 
have been exceptional for him to complete 61.9 per 
cent of his efforts. His performance was also reflected 
in another section of the statistics: The 49ers went from 
scoring the fewest number of points (236) to the most 
(421) in one season. 

The big showing, a hint that the 49ers might 
eventually come through with the conference title that 
has eluded them ever since coming into the NFL a 
decade and a half ago, could scarcely have come at a 
more opportune moment. The recent merger between 
the NFL and AFL stipulated that both San Francisco 
and the Oakland Raiders would share the same terri- 
tory. But an intense rivalry still exists between the 
clubs. With the 49ers a title threat in the West, there is 
no longer the danger of a weak sister in the Bay Area. 
(Oakland is one of the solid clubs in the AFL.) 

Observers must consider, though, what Chris- 
tiansen, Brodie, & Co. are up against in their Western 
Conference. It’s not as if the competition stemmed 
from one club, or even two. Green Bay, Baltimore, 
Chicago—and any one of the “have not’s” who gets a 
hot hand—will guarantee that the pot will keep boiling 
right to the end. Whoever wins—San Francisco in- 
cluded—will have to do everything right. o 


Three-fourths of San Francisco's punch 

is shown here: halfback John David 

Crow (44) with the ball, rookie fullback 
Ken Willard (40) leading interference 

and QB John Brodie (12) after the handoff 
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lightly, especially if Johnny U. is 100 per cent 


1965 RECORD (10-3-1) 


35) Minnesota 16 
17 Green Bay 20, 
27 San Francisco 24 
31 Detroit 7 
38 Washington 7 
35 Los Angeles. 20 
34 San Francisco 28 
26 = Chicago a 
4) Minnesota. 21 
34 Philadelphia 24 
24 Detroit 4 
0 Chicago 13 
27 Green Bay 42 
20 Los Angeles 17 


SCORING 

TDs PATs FGs Total 
Michaels = 048 17* 101 
Orr fo 0 0 
Moore 00 8 
Berry 706 0 a 
* includes safety 

RUSHING 

Atts Yds TDs Avg 
‘Hill wo o8 834 
Moore 133 46400535 
ioe GS a a 
Matte = 69-2534 

PASSING 

Atts Comps Yds Ds Ints Pet 
282 164 2530-2312 «58.2 
105 54 (700 7 4 514 
s 3 8 4A 4 me 
eee ae re 

RECEIVING 

Recs Yds TDs Avg 
Berry so 7397 129 
Orr 45 847 10 188 
Mackey 40 832 7 208 
Moore m7 4 3 152 

INTERCEPTIONS 

Ints Yds Longest Avg 
Boyd ee ea 
Harris 307% BT 
Haymond 93 4730157 
Logan 2% 3% 370 

PUNTING 

Punts Yds Longest Avg 
Gilburg 54213966396 

PUNT RETURNS, 

Rets Yds Longest Avg 
Haymond 41 403 55 9B 
Hawkins 94 18 1145 

KICKOFF RETURNS 

Rets Yds Longest Avg 
Haymond 20 614 53. 30.7 
Felts 1 193 3% 193 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 


Here’s another Western club that can’t be taken too 


BALTIMORE COLTS 


OFFENSE: 


College 
S.M.U. 
Syracuse 
Georgia 
Jackson State 
Alabama 
Florida 


Alex Hawkins and Neil 


Prediction: Third 


‘Comments 
Petties were lost to 


Falcons, but Colts are set. Berry has caught 
more passes than anyone else in football his- 
tory and is Unitas’ prime target. Orr is next. 


Mackey is first-class tight end. Kestner was high — 


draft. RATING—EXCELLENT 


‘Ohio State 
Penn State 
Boston College 
Notre Dame 
‘Ohio State 


Ball gets shot here in effort to fill tackle 5} 


- 


vacated by George Preas. Ditto Sullivan in 


guard spot for Al 
first class all the way. Yoo 


Sandusky. Othe 
Parker are two 


that can be ranked outstanding: Szymanski is 
solid. Ressler gets look at center job in second 
year. Nutter struggles to stay on. Allison could 


surpri 


RATING—VERY GOOD 


RECEIVERS Ht Wt Age Exp. 
Berry, Raymond (S) Cy ea 
Mackey, John (T) eh a Sd 
Orr, Jimmy (F) B11 1% 0 
Richardson, Willie (F) 6-2 198 26 4 
Wilson, Butch (T) 6208 BS 
Kestner, Rick (S-F) i ee 
(S)—Split End (T)—Tight End» —_(F}—Flanker 

INTERIOR LINEMEN 
Allison, Butch (7-6) 63-53 
Ball, Sam (T) $5 OMe 
Nutter, Buzz (C) 64 25 OMB 
Parker, Jim (G) 63 7S 210 

$2 
i. ME 
Dick (C) a ms 8 
Vogel, Bob {T) 65 Oh 
(T)Tackle — (G)—Guard — (C)—Center 

QUARTERBACKS 
Unitas, John 614 Bt 
Cuozz0, Gary 1 15k 

60 mS Ob 
62 20 B13 


RUNNING BACKS. 


Louisville 
Virginia 

Ohio State 
San Francisco 


Duke 
Wyoming 
Arizona State 
Penn State 


If Unitas’ knoe has fully mended, everyone sits 


and watches. 


if not, Colts must go to Cuozto, 


then Matte, whose stepping into qb role last 


year w 


Hill 


‘a high point. RATING—EXCELLENT 


ind Lorick have good size for fullbacks. 


Latter was bothered by injuries last year. Curtis 


was drafted as Ii 


sacker, wound up at full- 


back. Moore is aging. RATING—GOOD. 


Curtis, Mike (F) 62-25 

Hill, Jerry (F) BAT 210 

Lorick, Tony (F) G1 215 

Moore, Lenny (H) 61190 

(F)—Fullback == (H)—Halfback 
KICKER 

Michaels, Lou 62 240 


2 


9 


Kentucky 


DEFENSE 


South Dakota 
Jackson State 


Over 100 points in ‘65. RATING—VERY GOOD 
ae RT tes Pn APSR ED 


‘The Colts appear to be set here with Braase and 


Michaels at ends, Smi 


‘and Miller at tackles. 


Stynchula, who was injury-ridden most of last 
year with Giants, can play both positions, pre- 
fers end. Soph Hilton is available for reserve 
duty. RATING—YERY GOOD. ‘ 


ees A TST ERR RT ESN 


FRONT LINEMEN 

ase, Ordell (E) 64 
Hilton, Roy (E) bb 
Michaels, Lou (E-K) 6-2 
Miller, Fred (T) 63 
Smith, Billy Ray (T) ba 
Stynchula, Andy (E) 63 
(E)End)— (T)—Tackle 

LINEBACKERS 
Burkett, Jack (0) 6 
Davis , Ted (0) 61 
Gaubatz, Dennis (0) 6-2 
‘Shinnick, Don (O) 60 


Strofolino, Mike (O) —&-2 
Stonebreaker, Steve (M) 6-3 
Maliszewski, Stan (©) 6-1 
{O)—Outside linebacker 


Auburn 
Georgia Tech 


Princeton 


(M)—Middle linebacker 


ker is now established in middle, 
y Gaubatz, Shinnick. Shinnick was out 


much of last year. Davis will have look at 
corner where Burkett also bids. Maliszewski 
had size in Ivy League where few opposing 


inemen matched up to him, but could find it 


a little different in pros. RATING—-GOOD 


eh cn a NE PIER SR ATI 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Boyd, Bob (C) 5410 
Haymond, Al (C) 6 
Logan, Jerry (S) ot 
Lyles, Lenny (C) 62 


Welch, Jim (S) 
(C)—Corner back 


60 
(S)—Safety 


190 


BSRze 


tenes 


Oklahoma 
Southerh U. 
W. Texas State 
Louisville 
S.M.U. 


Boyd, NFL's interception leader, will play one 
corner, tough Lenny Lyles the other. Logan is 
adequate at one safety; other will be filled 
by Welch or Haymond. Latter is probably as 
fast as any on kickoff returns. RATING—GOOD 


ise W's 


The Colts cut themselves a couple of slices of 1965’s 
record cake they’d just as soon have left for someone 
else: They lost two quarterbacks to injuries within a 
two-week span, and dropped three games to the Pack- 
ers. The latter included a playoff, the longest on rec- 
ord, with a halfback at quarterback for Baltimore. 

Tom Matte, the ex-halfback in question, became 
a kind of folk hero in Baltimore by taking the Colts 
into 13:39 minutes worth of a fifth period before sub- 
mitting to the Packers. But no one, including Matte 
himself, compared him even remotely to a Johnny 
Unitas or a Gary Cuozzo. 

The Colts started the 1965 campaign with one 
of the most feared one-two punches in the league— 
Johnny U. and his youthful understudy—and wound 
up in surgery. Unitas had his knee wrecked by the 
Bears one week, Cuozzo suffered a shoulder separa- 
tion against Green Bay the next. It is all past history 
now, but painful past history. 

The Colts look for Johnny U., in his 11th NFL 
campaign, to make history of another kind in ’66. Mov- 
ing into the season, he was only three TDs short of 
Y. A. Tittle’s lifetime record of 212 touchdown tosses. 
For his receivers Johnny has a seasoned corps that in- 
cluded Ray Berry, who has caught more passes than 
anyone else in history. Abetting Raymond are John 
Mackey and Jimmy Orr. Seldom has the skilled artisan 
been furnished with such precision tools. 

The 1966 Colts are a threat in the West, and 
probably are the team to beat. In three years, Colt 
clubs coached by Don Shula have compiled an im- 
pressive 30-11-1 record. Moving up to ’66 they had 
won 27 of their last 34. 

In each of the three years Shula has been run- 
ning the show, he has come up with important and 
advantageous deals, getting Steve Stonebreaker and 
Lou Michaels in one trade, and Dennis Gaubatz in 
another. This past winter, Andy Stynchula, the ser- 


viceable end-tackle, came from the Giants. Shula lost 
two stalwarts from his offensive line when George 
Preas and Alex Sandusky retired, but the feeling is 
that new men will acquit themselves well in these spots. 

It all gets back to Unitas and whether he has 
recovered mobility and strength in his knee. With him 
the Colts are a threat for Western honors, without him 
they are a good, but uninspired, ball club. 

Although the Colts figured they had more press- 
ing problems, the fact remains that Baltimore could 
use a big breakaway threat (their first three draft 
choices were non-runners). It’s a little too much to 
hope for another Alan Ameche to come along, but 
someone in the 700-yard class would be welcome in- 
deed. Last year’s big rusher, Jerry Hill, was a 500- 
yarder. The year before Lenny Moore, scoring 16 TDs 
on the ground, was only good for 584. Tony Lorick, a 
500-yarder as a frosh when he was in the running for 
Rookie-of-the-Year honors, dipped to around 300. 

Two other performers are worth singling out for 
special mention—Michaels, the defensive end-kicking 
specialist and Al Haymond, the incredibly fast kickoff 
and punt return specialist. The left-footed Michaels, 
who came from the Steelers for the 1964 season, has 
contributed 221 points in two seasons. Haymond, a 
little-heralded performer from Southern U. who man- 
aged to hang on, gave the Colts yardage totaling 1,000- 
plus in leading both in punt returns (403) and kickoff 
returns (614). In the latter department he averaged a 
giddy 30.7 on 20 returns. A comparison is furnished 
by the fact that the two top Colt efforts in these cate- 
gories the previous year amounted to only half of Hay- 
mond’s figures. 

This year’s championship won’t be won on last 
year’s statistical tables, but they do prove one thing 
for Don Shula and anyone else who cares to have 4 
look. The Colts have done it before. What’s to prevent 
them from doing it again? fat 


Precision in execution is the key to any 
football team, and the Colts have 
more than their share of it. Here, top 
quarterback and field general, Johnny 
Unitas, hands off to start a play 
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Bukich 
Wade 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 


One-year veterans Gale Sayers and Dick Butkus make 


this outfit go—but they’re not quite enough Prediction: Fourth 


1965 RECORD (9-5-0) 
24 San Francisco 52 
28 Los Angeles 30 
14 Green Bay = 23 
pistes dee 


45. Minnesota 

38 Detroit 10 
4 10 
n % 
34 St. Louis 13 
17 Detroit 10 
35 New York = 14 
13 Baltimore 0 


61 San Francisco 20 
17 Minnesota 24 


SCORING 


TDs PATs FGs Total 
2 ¢ 8 


LeClere oR Ne 

Arnett B 026 

Bull 4.0 0 
RUSHING 


Als Yds TDs Avg 
Sayers 166 86714 5D 
Bull 1 7 3 48 
Amett 102 363 5 (3.6 
Livingston 63363258 


PASSING 


Atts Comps Yds TDs Ints Pet 
2 176 264i 20-9 5b 
4 2 24 02 88 


RECEIVING > 


Recs Yds TDs Avg 
53 846 4 18.0 


3% 4548 2 126 
2 57 6 175 
mn 30 4 67 

INTERCEPTIONS 


nts Yds Longest Avg 
5 8 88 


4 116 8 290 

oo oR 1 

Petitbon 2°92 6 is 
PUNTING 

Punts Yds Longest Avg 

Green 58-2479 HOT. 


PUNT RETURNS. 


Rets Yds Longest Avg 
Sayers 16 23885 4.D. 
Anat 11 Be me a. 


KICKOFF RETURNS: 


Rets Yds Longest Avg 
Livingston 2 CJ 4 33.0 
Sayers a 660 % N44 


CHICAGO BEARS 


OFFENSE 

RECEIVERS Ht Wt Age Exp. College ‘Comments 
Ditka, Mike (T) 63 20% 2_—~Piittsburgh Mortis, Ditka caught 100 fewer passes be- 
Gordon, Dick (S) 5-11 190 21 2 — Michigan State tween them than previous year, but are still 
Jones, Jim (8) 62 187-2 2 Wisconsin deadly duo. Jones averaged TD every five 
Morris, Johnny (F) 540 180 30 9 Santa Barbara _ receptions. RATING—VERY GOOD 
(S)—Split end (T)—Tightend (Flanker 

INTERIOR LINEMEN 
Cadile, Jim (G) 63 240 28 =~ San Jose State _—There's plenty of experience and depth he: 
Cornish, Frank (T) 63 85 «21 Grambling with Ivy Leaguer Mike Pyle in the middi 
Lee, Herman (T) 63 M7 «33 «10_—“Florida A&M and brother Palmer at one of guard spots. Lee, 
Mattson, Riley (T) 64 255 «27 «Oregon Wetoska and Mattson get competition at 
Pyle, Paimer (6) 63 250 29 «7 Michigan State _ tackle from rookie Cornish, a 1944 future 
Pyle, Mike (C) 3m D7 6 Yale from Grambling. Seals came from Redskins, 
Rabold, Mike (G) 63° 2380-7 Indiana bids for guard role with Cadile and Rabold. 
Seals, George (G) 63 60-233 Missouri Wit be very tough for new man to break in 
Wetoska, Bob (T) 63 M0 29 7 Notre Dame here. RATING—VERY GOOD 
(T)—Tackle — (G)—Guard ~——_(C)—Center 
tn SE A SIREN 

QUARTERBACKS 
Bukich, Rudy 42 th MR USC. Bukich took job after first couple of games 
Meyer, Ron 64 205 2 1 — §.Dakota State and kept it; he is as good with the bomb as 
Rakestraw, Larry 62 19% 2% 3 Georgia any in the business. Wade's in tough comeback 
Wade, Bill 62 205 «3513S Vanderbilt role. RATING—-GOOD 


SS A RES 
RUNNING BACKS 


Arnett, Jon (H) Si) ear ot to" USC: Sayers was great rookie, set TD record. He can 
Bivins, Charley (H) 62 22 2 7 MorrisBrown do everything and must be double-teamed on 
Bull, Ronnie (H) 60 2000 OS halfback pass. Livingston could achieve ste 
Livingston, Andy (F)  &0 23413 dom. Marconi, Amett have a few years on them, 
Marconi, Joe (F) 42 Sn Bull showed signs of returning to ‘83 form. 
Piccolo, Brian (H) 60 205 22 2 Wake Forest Bivins and Piccolo fight for spot on loaded 
Sayers, Gale (H) 60 I 232 Kansas roster. RATING—EXCELLENT 
(F)—Fullback —_(H)—Halfback 
SS RS PRED 

KICKER 
LeClere, Roger 63 BS 7 Telalty FGs, 11 of 26, RATING—FAIR 
RS SA RRR ESS ERY 
DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN 
‘Atkins, Doug (E) 68 255 36S 14—Tennossee If Atkins hadn't “unretired" in July, end jobs 
Evey, Dick (E) 64 25 2% 3 Tennessee would have been filled by Evey and O'Brado- 
Johnson, John (T) 65 20-54 Indiana vich. Evey made switch to defense last 
Jones, Stan (T) 61 2803413. Maryland” There's good depth at all positions, Johnson, 
Kileulien, Bob (T) 63 4530.9 Texas Tech Jones, Kilcullen and Leggett, veterans of 1963 
Leggett, Earl (T) 3168 3 8 es champ club that throttled most offenses, return. 
McRae, Franklin (T) 46 278 «= 1_—sCTennessee State McRae, high draft, has height and speed to 
O'Bradovich, Ed(E) 5-3 8B 2HeCC*S_—Ciillinois make it, RATING—VERY GOOD 
(B)—End | (T)—Tackle 
|S a Nn DRE EES 
LINEBACKERS 
Buffone, Doug (0) 6&1 18 tLouisvitle Butkus is established star in sophomore year. 
Butkus, Dick (M) 63 40-22 Minos His five interceptions led club and was record 
Fortunato, Joe (O) 41 2 35. 12_—Mississippi State for Bear linebacker. Morris and Fortunato 
Morris, Larry (O) $2 25 3 11 Georgia Tech flank him. Purnell and Reilly give depth and 
Purnell, Jim (O) 62 205 24 3 Wisconsin Buffone's a most promising freshman, though a 
Reilly, Mike (O) 62 2 83 tows little light at 218, RATING—EXCELLENT 
{O)—Outside linebacker (M)—Middle linebacker 
[orsuraroearaes appemnememmnmemmemennrensemnemenenmeemmemmemmmeemneemmmeaeemenmanmmuniammmemesneammes! 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Brown, Charlie (C) 61 193-231 Syracuse This group includes the same quartet that was 
Budka, Frank (C) 60 198 24 3 Notre Dame so effective with the 1963 title team—McRae, 

Caroline, J.C. (S) 61-1902 IItnots Whitsell, Taylor, Petitbon. In addition Glueck, 
Glueck, Larry (C) 6&0 190 24 4 Villanova Shannon and Budka provide reserve, and Brown 
McRae, Bennie (C) 60 «180 «2% 25 Michigan comes from college ranks with big reputation 
Petitbon, Richie (S) 63 20528 8S sTulane and tag of No. 2 dratt choice. Bears’ scouts 
Shannon, Carver (C) 6-0 206. «28 = ~—‘So.Illinoi rated him the best in the East at Syracuse. 
Taylor, Roosevelt (S) 5-11 186 «27 6 Grambling Caroline, up in years, has to fight for job this 
Whitsell, Dave (C) 61 190 30.9 Indiana time around. RATING—EXCELLENT 


(C)—Corner back —_($)—Safety 


Vince Lombardi drove the Packers to the 1965 NFL 
championship in the murk and freezing rain of Green 
Bay last January; Blanton Collier’s Cleveland Browns 
made it into the title round a second straight year; Don 
Shula made it into the Western Conference playoff 
without a Colt quarterback; and Allie Sherman took a 
Giants’ cellar club, which experts didn’t see doing any 
better than repeating the two victories of the previous 
year, and tied for second in the East. 

So who was named the 1965 Coach of the Year 
in the NFL? 

George Halas, the incredible septuagenarian, 
that’s who. His Bears finished third in the West, were 
a factor down to the final week, and produced the 
Rookie of the Year in Gale Sayers and the league’s top 
passer in Rudy Bukich. Observers who had consigned 
the Bears to the junk heap when Billy Wade, the 
championship signal caller of 63 couldn’t do it in the 
first few games, were flabbergasted. 

Halas has been amazing the experts and non- 
experts ever since footballs were round and were in- 
flated via a bicycle pump. It has always been a simple 
enough matter for him to provide the answers, since he 
wrote most of the questions. 

Question: You are co-owner of a professional 
football club in the mid-Twenties, and you are also 
playing end. The other co-owner has taken himself out 
of the lineup and is slowly making his way toward the 
makeshift box office at the far end of the field. What 
do you do? 

Answer: You get your tail out of the game as fast 
as you can and get over and check on what he’s doing. 
Also examine the money belt he’s wearing. 

Question: An outstanding college prospect is ap- 
parently all wrapped up by Kansas City in the rival 
AFL, but he learns that he is being offered less than a 
player who hasn’t quite made it was given three years 
earlier. What do you do? 


Answer: You get on the phone as fast as you can 
and top the figure quoted. You are rewarded by acquir- 
ing the Rookie of the Year, Gale Sayers, who sets an 
NFL mark of 22 TDs and ties the league record of six 
in one game. 

Question: Your scouts tell you that Dick Butkus, 
who is getting out of the University of Illinois almost 
a half-century after you did, is the best athlete among 
the nation’s college football players and has left a 
string of busted bodies through the Big Ten to prove it. 
The young man also has some good advice on what to 
sign for. He says $200,000 would be a tidy little pack- 
age. What do you do? 

Answer: Pay the $200,000. The fellow is going to 
intercept five times in his first season and is going to 
win the middle linebacker job hands down, and in a 
manner that indicates he’s going to be there for the 
next 10 years. 

No further questions, except—will George Hal- 
as be the first 70-years-plus coach to win a title? If he 
was operating in the Eastern Conference, the inclina- 
tion would be to offer a flat “Yes.” In the West, 
tougher for some unfathomable reason (East and West 
are mixed up in the various scouting pools), the an- 
swer has to be “Maybe.” Maybe he can do it in the 
West again before he passes on the torch. 

In all departments on the accompanying chart 
the lowest rating is “good.” His running backs are 
outstanding: Young Andy Livingston could turn out 
to be a game-busting fullback, Ronnie Bull’s running 
in the last period of the 1963 playoff meant the title 
for the Bears. Sayers’ 132 points makes him the fourth- 
highest single-season scorer in NFL history, topped 
only by a couple of efforts by Paul Hornung and one 
by Don Hutson, the pass-catching marvel of another 
era. Gale’s TDs were spread thusly: rushing, 14; pass- 
ing, six; punt return, one; kickoff return, one. Hey, 
George, how can you be so smart? Oo 


In many departments, Chicago’s Gale Sayers 
did better last year, as a rookie, than 

the great Jim Brown. His outside speed is 
amazing, and his ability to slither 

through traffic makes him an inside threat, too 
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WESTERN CONFERENCE 


The magic is out of Fran Tarkenton’s scrambling, and 
Norm Van Brocklin will be as frustrated as ever Prediction: Fifth 


MINNESOTA VIKINGS 


1965 RECORD Re -7-0) _ OFFENSE 
tes a RECEIVERS Ht Wh Age Exp. College Comments 
38. Los Angeles 35 Bedsole, Hal (T) 4 mM 3 USE. Gordy Smith's retirement leaves Bedsole the 
40 New York 14 Flatiey, Paul (S) 61, 187 25 4 Northwestern — only vet tight end. Meers, No. 1 rookie, is 
37 Chicago 5 Green, Ron (F) &1 200 22-—«1_~—sCNorth Dakota definite prospect as backup. Flatley, leading 
42 San Francisco 41 Hall, Tom (F) 62 19 2% ©=5 Minnesota TD receiver last year, has improved steadily 
21 Cleveland Ww ok Meers, Bob (T) 63 25 23 1 Massachusetts rookie-of-year break-in. Vet Phillips op- 
24 Los Angeles 13 Phillips, Jim (F) 61 19 309 Auburn ss at flanker spot, but Green could push 
21 Baltimore 4 Rentzel, Lance (S) 62 M0 2 2 Oklahoma hhim here. RATING—FAIR 
13 Green Bay 38 {S)—Split end (T)—Tight end (F)—Flanker 
24 San Francisco 45 1 sR SR SSS SSS SSS SSSI 
19 GreenBay 24 INTERIOR LINEMEN 5 
Passi J Alderman, Grady (1) 6:2 4077s etroit Tingelhoff continues to be top-rated in the 
24 Chicago w Bowie, Larry (6) 62 m9 2% Purdue league af center. Sunde, Bowie came on as first- 
Byers, Ken (G) 61 240 2% 5 Cincinnati rate guard combination last year. Alderman is 
ecctine Davis, Doug (T) 64 40 2 «1 Kentucky the only vet remaining from original stocking 
McClendon, Frank (T) 63 238 22 2 Alabama pool of 61. Other tackle in ‘65, Errol Linden, 
TDs PATs FGs Total Sunde, Milt (6) a mB 3 went to Atlanta in expansion draft. Sutton has 
Cox 0 4 BOB Sutton, Archie (1) $4 52 shot here. Archie was a college terror, but But- 
Mason noo 0 & Tingethoff, Mick(C) 17H kus got the headlines. RATING—GOOD 
Brown 1 ¢ 0 & (T)—Tackle {G)—Guard (C)—Center 
Flatley 4 6 68 @ |S err Se I a ES ORE RRS 
QUARTERBACKS 
musine Berry, Bob B11 190 2 The Scrambler ran for 356 yards, but Van 
: Tarkenton, Fran $0 190 2% 6 Brocklin isn't impressed. VanderKelen inte 
Atte Yds TDs Avg VanderKeien, Ron 61 185 2% 4 Wisconsin cepted once in two years. RATING-—GOOD 
Brown 160 698645 . 
Mason 141 897 10 42, carrera sepenemennaimememamnaseestentinsamentimetemaemndeeimemennineeamemmetemmmmmmmaamesiamemmmmemend 
Tarkenton 56 356 16.4 RUNNING BACKS 
ig Ripe SS Brown, Bill (F) S130 28 &_IMlinos Brown and Mason are both among the league's 
Lindsey, Jim (H) 6&3 5 1 Arkansas top 10 rushers, but Tommy's very brittle. King 
hagine Mason, Tommy (H) 1198-27 CTulane and Bames can do job on occasion but must 
ing, Phil (F) 64 20 «30 «9 ~—-‘Vanderbilt be spotted. Lindsey, the No. 2 draft, has both 
‘Atts Comps Yds TDs ints Pet Barnes, Billy (H) &1 198 «31 Wake Forest the size and speed. Osborn and Young battle to 
Tarkenton 329 171 2607 19 11 52.0 Osborn, Dave (H) 60 205 23. 2-~—sNorthDakota _ stick in their sophomore season. They're about 
VanderKelen 40 18 252 2 0 45.0 Young, Jim (H) 60 205 23-2 Queens (Ont.)__even, RATING VERY GOOD 
(Fl—Fullback —_(H)—Halfback 
RECEIVING. KICKERS we 
Rect Yds TDs Avg Cox, Fred 510 200 27 4 Pittsburgh Cox was 23 for 36 in Fs. Walden's a fine 
Flatley 50 8% 7 «179 Walden, Bobby 60 19% 7 3 Georgia punter. RATING—EXCELLENT 
frown a 503 «1123 ep Re SS SEE 
Smith R a 5 195 : : 
Mason mR 1 Ms DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN i 
Nekoe Tone Dickson, Paul (T) 65 BS 29 8 Baylor There's an obvious need for past rush to im- 
Ints Yds Longest Avg Carl (E) 66 70 3-3 Minnesota prove. Shay, No. 1 draft, will get full shot at 
Sharockman 6 118 40 197 Gary (1) 65 20 «2% © 3 Concordia tackle job. Eller dipped in 
Jordan 44 1 ON? Marshall, Jim (E) 63 25 2B 7~—(Ohio State after approaching All: 
Hawkins = 368 35-VB Shay, Jerry (T) $3 40 21 Purdue shall has his moments. Larsen came. from 
Vargo a 8 1 60 Prestel, Jim (T) 45 7 8 7 Mdaho Rams and managed to stick. RATING—POOR 


(E)—End —(T)—Tackle 
_ RSS RS TREES ICE PEER 


PUNTING LINEBACKERS 

Punts Yds Longest Avg Hawkins, Rip (M) 63 235 «27 ~—& ~—NorthCarolina Vikings were stunned when Hawkins said he 
Walden a 46 61 42d Hansen, Don (O) 63 2% Rm A Mlinois might refire for law school. Rip's one of NFL's 
Kirby, John (O) 63 ™m ras 3 Nebraska best. Warwick's a good backup. Winston does 
Warwick, Lon (M) 6-3 mam MM 2 Tennessee Tech adequate job. Hope here is for Hansen's quick- 

PUNT RETURNS Winston, Roy (O) Bl 230 % 5 LS.U, ness fo win job for him. RATING—FAIR 
Rets Yds Longest Avg (Q)—Outside linebacker (M)—Middle linebacker : 
Warwick 4° «eo den RR ST ESE SESE 

Mason 4 8 8 46 DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Acks, Ron (S$) 62 ‘203 a 1 Minois ‘Opposition hit for 31 TD passes last year, so 
Bob (S) 62 198 2 1 Brown need for improvement is obvious. Jordan 
KICKOFF RETURNS , Jeff (5) 64 190-2 Tulea ‘emerged as key man in latter part of season. 
Rets Yds Longest Avg Kassulke, Karl ($) 6-0 193 4 4 Drake Vargo, Sharockman have plenty of experience, 
Rentiel 23, 02 Quintana, Stan (S) 60 182 «211 New Mexico ditto Kassulke. Rose disappointed after a prom- 
‘Onsen a tes ee ee Rose, George (C) S11 190 233 Auburn “ising freshman year. Acks, Quintana, Hall, all 
James 11 2199 Shaocimman f5.(G) 68) Ss Ae ittsburgh first-year men, are rated a fair chance to break 
Vargo, Larry (S) 2S 2 5 Detroit In. RATING—FAIR 2 
(Secomerbeck {Sse 2 oe i 


A great many persons were disappointed by the Vik- 
ings’ 1965 efforts, which resulted only in an eventual 
tie for fifth place in the West at break-even figures. 
Norm Van Brocklin, Minnesota’s head man since the 
club was formed a half-dozen years ago, was one of the 
few who did something about it. He quit for 24 hours, 
then heeded the pleas of the front-office brass and re- 
turned. But his throwing in the sponge was genuine. 
He had been irritated beyond endurance. If any aspect 
of the picture proved more riling than the rest to the 
Dutchman it was probably the team’s defense. There 
were 14 teams in the NFL last year; the Vikings fin- 
ished first in giving up points, indicating that a drastic 
change must come here if they are to be rated future 
championship contenders. 

There are a number of other factors to be con- 
sidered if the Vikings are to figure in the title picture. 
Tommy Mason must enjoy a season of non-injury, 
Fran Tarkenton has to come through with a little fast- 
er delivery and mental mistakes must be eliminated in 
the defensive secondary. The ownership thinks that 
the Dutchman is the man to swing all this because they 
took his o!d contract last winter, shredded it and pro- 
vided him with one for five additional years. 

These years could be reasonably happy ones, 
says Van Brocklin, if Tarkenton changes his style just 
a bit. He is the game’s No. 1 scrambler and after watch- 
ing him for five seasons the Dutchman still isn’t com- 
pletely sold. “When he plants his foot and unloads in 
a hurry we’re fine,” he said. “When he floats, we some- 
times have problems.” 

So have other players, and not necessarily on the 
Viking squad. During the Colts-Vikings game (the one 
that triggered Van Brocklin’s sudden resignation), All- 
League guard Jim Parker of Baltimore said to his op- 
posite number, Grady Alderman, “How do you keep 
up with that Tarkenton? He runs all over and you have 
to kill yourself getting there to block for him.” 


Alderman is the only survivor of the original 
draft that stocked the Minnesota franchise. He has 
learned a few things, one of them he passed along to 
Parker. “No I don’t, Jim,” he replied. “I just stand 
still and wait for Fran to come past again and then I 
throw another block.” 

Tarkenton has rushed for more than 300 yards 
in each of the last two seasons. Is he vulnerable to in- 
terceptions as he runs all over the place? In both sea- 
sons he has thrown TD passes in a two-to-one ratio to 
interceptions. That’s about the same ratio as the 
league’s best percentage performer, Rudy Bukich of 
the Bears, or the league’s leading TD passer, John 
Brodie of the 49ers. 

The Vikings have had Bill Brown and Mason 
among the league’s first 10 rushers repeatedly. If Ma- 
son stays healthy he represents a double threat, as both 
runner and receiver. Brown is capable of achieving 
1,000 yards in any given season. His best has been 866 
in the 1964 campaign, and his durability is matched by 
his ability as a receiver, too. 

The big pass catcher ever since his rookie year 
has been Paul Flatley, the split end. A flanker of 
commensurate skill would significantly enhance the 
Vikings’ passing attack and unwrinkle field boss Van 
Brocklin’s brow a bit. 

Minnesota’s big drafts were shrewdly chosen. 
Topping the list were Jerry Shay, a Purdue tackle; Jim 
Lindsey, an Arkansas running back; and Don Hansen, 
an Illinois linebacker. Spotting the Vikings’ big picks 
around the various departments indicates one of two 
things. Either Van Brocklin isn’t completely satisfied 
with his personnel—and is any coach ever completely 
satisfied?—or he’s looking ahead to the time when he 
might have to take the appropriate corrective action. 
The question is, if and when that time does come, what 
he will do—quit again, or give the offending Player(s) 
a good, swift kick in the pants? 


Tommy Mason is one of the league's best 
running backs, but repeated injuries 

have hampered him. Minnesota's chances will 
get a significant boost if Mason can 

stay healthy and have the year he’s capable of 
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“Plum 
tro 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 


Too many question marks and outright weaknesses, and 


too much strength in the West sums up this club Prediction: Sixth 


1965 RECORD (6-7-1) 


20 Los Angeles 0 
31 Minnesota = 29 
14 Washington 10 
7 Baltimore 31 
21 Green Bay 
10 Chicago 38 
31 Los Angeles 7 
12 Green Bay = 7 
21 San Francisco 27 
10 Chicago cu 
24 Baltimore 24 
14 San Francisco 17 
7 Minnesota 29 


5 2 
SCORING 
TDs PATs FGs Total 
Walker o 3 8 oF 
Marsh 0 6 #@ 
Looney ot oe 
Studstitl a5 0 ee 
RUSHING 
Atts Yds TDs Avg 
Marsh 1 495638 
looney 11435653 
Pletrosante 107 374 13.5 
Watkins §=29 3.3 
PASSING 
Atts Comps Yds TDs Ints Pet 
308 143 «1710 12 «19 484 
52 4 BT 2b MNS 
RECEIVING 
Recs Yds TDs Avg 
Studstill 2 39 3 (139 
rr 4 4330 «3 180 
Cogdit! 2% 27 0 124 
Pietrosante 18 163 0 9.0 
INTERCEPTIONS 
Ints Yds Longest Avg 
LeBeau 7 8 30 120 
Rasmussen 5 122 50 24.4 
Maher 4% 3 190 
Schmidt 442 14 «05 
PUNTING 
Punts Yds Longest Avg 
Studstill 78 33356 42.8 


PUNT RETURNS 


Rets Yds Longest Avg 
Watkins 23 2340 4110.2 
Studs! 5 47 «17° 94 


KICKOFF RETURNS 


Rets Yds Longest Avg 
Watkins 17 Se 443 
Vaughn 13° 316 414.3 


DETROIT LIONS 


OFFENSE 

RECEIVERS Ht. Wt Age Exp. College Comments 
Cogdill, Gail (S) &2 195 28_~— 7 Washington State Tight end is adequately covered by Kramer, 
Gibbons, Jim (T) 630 20 27 towa ex-Packer, and Gibbons. Problem is to come 
Henderson, John (S) 63-190 22,2 Michigan up with another speedster of caliber of retired 
Kramer, Ron (T) 63 240309 Michigan Terry Barr. Studstill was the club's leading re- 
Malinchak, Bill (F) $1 190-211 Indiana iver but caught only half as many as Terry 
Robinson, John (F) 62 205 21 + 1_~—Tennessee State did previous year. Malinchak is probably best 
Studstill, Pat (F) 600 «175-7 & Houston of rookie prospects. Cogdill is set at split end 
Walker, Willie (F) 63 200 22 1 Tennessee State position. RATING—-GOOD 
(Si split.end (Ti —Tightond (F) Flanker 

INTERIOR LINEMEN 
Flanagan, Ed (C) 63 0-2 Purdue There's a good mixture of experience (Gonzaga, 
Gonzaga, John (S) 63 20 33 11—sone Gordy, Karras) and youth (Flanagan, who won 
Gordy, John (G) 64 250-0 Teennessee center role after Bob Scholtz went to NY last 
Karras, Ted (G) 61 MB 328 Indiana year). Sanders has developed into a fine tackle. 
Kowalkowski, Bob (G) 6-3 24521 1—‘Virginia Smith missed entire season with bad knee. Rush 
Rush, Jerry (T) 64 210 2 2 Michigan State is being moved to offense after look at defense 
Sanders, Daryl (T) 65 250 24 = 4 Ohio State in ‘65. Van Horn was ‘Ohio State's "best 
Shoals, Roger (T) 64 285 774 Maryland lineman since Jim Parker." If his pro perform- 
Smith, J.D. (T) +s mm 0 7 Rice ance matches Parker's, the Lions have a new 
VantHorn, Doug (G) 62 M5 Mt star. RATING—GOOD 
(TiTackle —_(G}—Guard __(C)—Center 
a SS 

‘QUARTERBACKS 
Plum, Milt 62 205-31 10_——Penn State poor season in general bre: 
io, Gorge 63 218 «28 «= 7 _~—sNotre Dame down of Lions' passing game. Iz0 ¢. 
Myers, Tom 60 188 «= 22 2__Northwestern Washington. Myers will get compet 
Sweotan, Karl &1 21023 Wake Forest backup from Sweetan. RATING—FAIR 


RUNNING BACKS 


Felts, Bobby (H) 62 B57 Lions are still looking for the big runner. Marsh 
Looney, Joe Don(H) 62 280, 23.3 Oklahoma came from Dallas and was leading rusher. 
Marsh, Amos (F) $0 220 2% ~=—& ~——Oregon State Looney was finished after concussion in a mid- 
McLenna, Bruce (F) 63 25231 Hillsdale season game with Green Bay. Pietrosante's ob- 
Nowatzke, Tom (F) 630 3232 Indiana viously not the No. 1 runner. Nowatzke, in his 
Pietrosante, Nick (F) 62 225 28 8 Notre Dame soph season, gets long look, McLenna could be 
Watkins, Tom (H) 60 20 6 Iowa State sleeper. RATING—FAIR 


(F)—Fullback __(H)—Halfback 


KICKER 
Walker, Wayne 62. 25 28 9 __ Idaho Walker made eight of 22. RATING—FAIR 
SS nn a A 
DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN 
Brown, Roger (T) 65 300 28-~=7~— Maryland State Sam Williams’ departure for Atlanta breaks up 
Dunlap, Ralph (E) 64 20 2 = 1_—_—Baylor huge front four of Karras, Brown, McCord and 
Hand, Larry (E) $4 25 25 2 Appalachian State big Sam. Hand is expected to replace Williams 
Karras, Alex (T) 62 M5 308 wa while rookies Dunlap, Pennie and Sullivan bid 
McCord, Darris (E) 6-4 250 33.«12—SsTeennessee for other end role with McCord. Karras and 
Pennie, Frank (E) 65 280 22 ~~ «1_—s‘Florida State Brown could play for anyone. They're the NFL's 
Sullivan, Bill (E) 64 20 «2 1 West Virginia top tackle set. RATING—-YERY GOOD 
(E)—End (T)—Tackle 
se sSasGiaRnamRmmnennmeetiermmmemmmmmemmmmmmmmmemmemmmmmemmen temmmmmmmmeneammemmmmmetiiemmmamnan 
LINEBACKERS 
Bettridge, Ed (M) 61 238 241 Bowling Green Joe Schmidt is now a coach, leaving Walker as 
Clark, Ernie (0) &1 220 © 28 «4s Michigan State most experienced man among linebackers. Mid- 
Cody, Bill (0) 61 2200 211 Auburn die is up for grabs and Schmidt will probably 
berg, Wally (M) 63 25 23 3 Lowa make decision about whether it will be Hilgen- 
Mike (0) 62 20 2% = «5 Tennessee berg or Lucci, who came from Browns last year. 
liovich, Jack (M) 6-0 225 23.1 Oregon State. Cody had fine notices and will challenge Clark 
Walker, Wayne (O) 62 25 28 9 — Idaho at one corner. RATING—-GOOD 
(©)—Outside linebacker (M)—Middle linebacker 


a RR EE 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 


Brigham, Tom (C) 61 200 21 Wisconsin Liohs usually acquit themselves quite well on 
LeBeau, Dick (C) 61 18 = 28 «= B_~— Ohio State pass defense. LeBeau and Thompson, Rasmussen 
Maher, Bruce (S) 51 190 627) 7 (trot and Maher shape up as starting foursome. This 
‘Odom, Sonny (8) 1 10 6-221 Duke is change from "65, when Yale Lary and "Night 

je, John (C) S11. 180, M1 ‘Virginia ine retired. Vaughn is back after strong 

in, Wayne (S) 62-180 «23S 3S. Dakota State rookie _year. is Big Ten hotshot. 
Thompson, Bobby (C) 5-10 175 28 = 3 Arizona Odom, Pincavage are first-year contenders for 
Vaughn, Tom (S) S11 19% 23 2 —_lowa State job. RATING—GOOD 


{C)—Corner back 


Understatement of the year, NFL division, has to be 
Harry Gilmer’s plaintive observation, "I’m glad that 
my first year as a head coach is behind me.” Few head 
coaches, with or without a cowboy hat, have ever been 
buffeted about like this one-time quarterback. 

Gilmer made a sour deal, handing over Earl Mor- 
rall to the Giants, then ran into a string of harrowing 
injuries, one of which made up the mind of gifted 
Terry Barr to let someone else try catching passes. The 
coach looked the other way at some of Joe Don Loo- 
ney’s shenanigans, hoping his bull-like running would 
make up for his eccentric behavior. He saw his club as 
the obvious target for the first attempts at unionizing 
players by Jimmy Hoffa’s Teamsters Union (“Now 
see here coach, you’re not going to play that dues-pay- 
ing member of our union on a bad leg, are you?”). 
And he also had to fine one of his star performers, 
Gail Cogdill, for off-season remarks, later denied, to 
the effect that “Gilmer doesn’t know how to handle 
men and he’s not ready for a coaching job.” Yes, it 
was a rough debut. But what’s in store for year No. 2? 

The answer is—not a great deal of improvement 
unless Detroit can come up with the big runner it has 
been looking for ever since Nick Pietrosante had a 
couple of 800-yard seasons. Nick is still around, but he 
can’t do it anymore. Neither, apparently, can the cur- 
rent coterie of runners, ranging from Amos Marsh, a 
pickup from the Cowboys, to Looney, who came out 
of a Green Bay game in mid-season with a headache 
that lasted until Christmas. 

Gilmer, who played in the big leagues for a dec- 
ade, subscribes to the philosophy of picking your quar- 
terback and going with him. This is fine where one 
particular passer’s mastery is clearly evident. When it 
becomes a matter of grays, rather than blacks and 
whites, though, there is room for an error in judgment. 
In Detroit last August it was up to Gilmer to decide 
which quarterback he’d let the Giants have in a trade 


—NMilt Plum or Earl Morrall. The Giants, desperate, 
would have taken either. They got Morrall and a 
month later Gilmer was making another trade—for 
George Izo, Washington’s second-string quarterback. 

There are bright spots in the Detroit picture, 
however. Detroit’s defense was No. 1 in the league 
last year, and it is still pretty much intact in the form 
of All-Pro tackles Alex Karras and Roger Brown, A 
replacement will have to be found in the middle for 
linebacker Joe Schmidt, many times All Pro, who has 
moved into a coaching role, and it could be a little 
while before the replacements arrive for Yale Lary and 
“Night Train” Lane in the defensive backfield. 

Lane moves into the ticket and promotion de- 
partment of the ball club, incidentally. Any irate cus- 
tomers are hereby warned that, whenever arguing with 
old Night Train about his ticket locations, they’d bet- 
ter not stick their heads through the window to empha- 
size a particular point. 

Detroit, in the past few seasons, has made a 
specialty of losing the close ones. The Lions exchanged 
an almost certain victory for a tie in the big Thanks- 
giving Day game with the Colts last year, when they 
just plain forgot to call for a free kick that undoubt- 
edly would have meant a game-winning field goal. 

The big hope for Detroit in ’66 is that a heavy 
influx of rookies will make it. This will have two ef- 
fects: It will help in the overall performance, naturally, 
but it will also cause the veteran performers to revise 
their thinking. Last winter a group got together and 
suggested to management that in view of the unprece- 
dented bonuses being given the new kids to sign, how 
about sweetening up the contracts of the vets to the 
tune of $300,000? After all, it’s only money, isn’t it? 
It’s a good point, even if the Lions point to the sub-.500 
figures of ’65 and demand, “How about THAT?” The 
only thing that can squelch this kind of demand is for 
three or four key kids to make it. Qo 


Amos Marsh, trying to fight off two Colt 
tacklers, was a pleasant surprise for 

the Lions last year. He came from Dallas 
with not too much expected of him, 

but led the Detroit club in ground gaining 


27 


club has some good vets and some raw talent 


1965 RECORD (4-10-0) 
0 10 


Detroit 1 
30. Chicago 2B 
35. Minnesota 38 
& Chicago ET) 
21 San Francisco 45 
20 5 
7 FT 
13 Minnesota 24 
3 Green Bay 6 
27 San Francisco 30 
21 Green Bay 10 
27 St. Louis 3 
42 Cleveland = 7 
7 Baltimore 20 
SCORING 

TDs PATs:FGs Total 

Gossett om 5 

McDonald 9 0 0 S& 

Bass 40 6. M 

McKeever 4 0 0 24 
RUSHING 

Atts Yds TDs Avg 

Bass im wy 2 4s 

Josephson 72 225 0312 

Wilson 60187 13.15 

Munson 26 157 16.03 

PASSING 

Atts Comps Yds TDs ints Pet 

Munson 267 144 1701 10 14 53.9 

Gabriel 173 63 1321 11 5 47.9 
RECEIVING 

Recs Yds TDs Avg 

McDonald 47 1036-9 155 

McKeever 44 4204 123 

Snow 3 59 3147 

Baker 2 MO 2 95 
INTERCEPTIONS 

Ints Yds Longest Avg 

Martin 2 © 7 30 

22 9 MS 

2 eae 

a ae 
PUNTING 

Punts Yds Longest Avg 

Lothridge 42 1619 5538.5 

Kilgore 249995616 


PUNT RETURNS 


Rets Yds Longest Avg 
Steer 13 108k 
Brown , 8 © 10 
Smith 9 ho 1 62 


KICKOFF RETURNS 


Rets Yds Longest Avg 
Brown 24 IS 52 5G 
Smith 7 47 5628.9 
Williams 99 2130-31287, 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 


A new coach can’t make enough difference, though this 


Prediction: Seventh 


LOS ANGELES RAMS 


RECEIVERS Ht Wt Age Exp. ‘Comments 
McKeever, Marlin (1) 6-1 225 This is strongest, bestsmanned department on 
Trax, Billy (T) 65 MO 83 club. McDonald bounced back as second-best 
Pope, Bucky (F) $5 0 receiver in league; Snow made it as rookie. 
‘Snow, Jack (S) 62 20 23 «2 Notre Dame McKeever is rated one of better blockers. 
McDonald, Tom (F) 59 180 33-10 Oklahoma Pope is back after missing ‘65 campaign. 
Heckard, Steve (8) &3 19 = =-23 = 2_——avidson ‘Truax shows promise. RATING—EXCELLENT 
(S)—Split End (T)—Tight End (F)—Flanker 
INTERIOR LINEMEN : 
Carollo, Joe (T) 62 63-28 _—sNotre Dame Former guard Cowan is looked on to fill tackle 
Cowan, Charles (T) $4 20 2% 6  N.M.Highlands spot vacated by retired Frank Varrichione. Re- 
Scibelli, Joe (G) 6&0 25 27 6 Notre Dame mainder of unit is intact, with Iman and Wen- 
Chuy, Don (6) 61 256 = 54 Clemson dryhoski battling for center's role, Mack, No. 
Iman, Ken (C) 61 Sb SE Missouri 1 draft, is expected to contend with Chuy for 
Wendryhoski, Joe (C) 6&2 M5 28. 3_—sIllinois ‘one of guard jobs. Scibelli holds down the 
Mack, Tom (6-1) 63° M5 1 Michigan ‘other. RATING—GOOD 
(Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center : 
a 
QUARTERBACKS 
i 64 25 2% 5  N,Carolina State Gabriel's now in fifth year and could be 
62 197 2% 3 Utah State ing maturity. Munson is excellent back- 
62 18241 Tulsa TING—-GOOD 
sec cee nc eS EL 
RUNNING BACKS 
Bass, Dick (H) 510 205 27 7. of Pacific Help's needed here, despite acquisition of 
Josephson, Les (F) 60 25 24 3 Augustana Moore from Green Bay, unless Bass can play full 
Moore, Tom (H) 62 20 «27 ~—Vanderbilt time. Josephson, Wilson did little to help last 
Baker, Terry (H) &3 0 «25 «= 4 ~—(Oregon State year. Wilson disappointed after club made 
Wilson, Ben (F) 60 25 2% 4 USC. special arrangements to lure him from retire- 
Dennis, Mike (H) 62 NO 21 Missis ment. Dennis, Miss. rookie, is rated a Ken Wil- 
Dyer, Henry (F) 62 25 2 1 — Grambling lard type. RATING—FAIR 
(F)—Fullback —_(H)—Halfback 
ee a oad 
KICKERS. 
Gossett, Bruce 62 20 Gossett made 15 of 26 FGs in ‘65. Kilgore’s 
Kilgore, Jon 1 So? punting is a problem. RATING—FAIR 


a a eR EC RT TATE 


FRONT LINEMEN 


BReRSS 


DEFENSE 


S. Carolina State 


NE Oklahoma 
Arkansas Tech 


Front four of Lundy, Jones, Olsen, Grier is 


tops but drops off rapidly in replacements. 


Rams topped NFL in defense against rushing for 
a second straight year. Jones is one of speediest 
‘big men in league. Scott and Gilbert get long 
look, RATING—VERY GOOD 


RR RR A A RST SAR ESS ASTRA 


Jones, Dave (E) 65 2t 
Lundy, Lamar (E) 67 25 
Olsen, Merlin (T) 65 770 
Grier, Roosevelt (T) 65 290 
Scott, Billy Ray (E) 63 235 
Gilbert, Dan (E) 64 240 
(E)—End —(T)—Tackle 
LINEBACKERS 

Baughan, Maxie (0) 61 aT 
Guillory, Tony (0) 64 220 
Woodlief, Doug (M) 6-3. 235 
Currie, Dan (O) 63 25 
Livingston, Cliff (0) 63-212 
Pardee, Jack (O) 62 225 


(O)—Outside Linebacker 


1% 


wSenn~ 


Georgia Tech 
Lamar Tech 
Memphis State 
Michigan State 
UCLA. 

Texas A&M 


(M)—Middle Linebacker 


Acquisition of Baughan and return of Pardee 
are sure to lend welcome strength to inexs 
iced group. Pardee missed 1964-1965 but is 
only 29 and was All Pro previous year. Guillory, 
Woodlief made it as rookies. Currie and Liv- 
ingston are old-timers. RATING—FAIR 


_ Sa A RA A A NET 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 


Meador, Ed (S) 51197 
Lamson, Chuck (S) 60 190 
Williams, Clarence (C) 62 198 
Melihany, Dan (C) 60 195, 
Youngblood, George (S) &3 200 
Hoover, Darrell (S) $2 203 
Cross, Irv (C) bi 198 
(C)—Comer Back —_(S)—Safety 


Arkansas Tech 
Wyoming 
Washington State 
Texas ARM 

Gal State (LA.) 
Arizona State 
Northwestern 


Los Angeles got a good, tough comer back 
when it traded for Iry Cross of Philadelphia. 
He'll be happy here. Clancy Williams made it 
in rookie year and holds down a comer with 
rv. Veterans Ed Meador and Lamson are safe- 
ties. There's some chance for Youngblood, 
Hoover fo break into lineup. RATING—FAIR 


B ooks sometimes seem a little out of place in Holly- 
wood, but when George Allen packed for the move 
from Chicago he figured he’d take his along anyway, 
together with an impressive collection of sport coats. 
Four of the books happened to be written by Allen. 
The philosophy of the Rams’ head coach on author- 
ship is, “I don’t make any money writing books, but 
frequently an author can learn more from his own 
books than anyone else who reads them.” 

The books are on Allen’s favorite topic, foot- 
ball, and many of the various texts concern themselves 
with his favorite sub-topic, defense. Allen, who took 
over that department for the Bears in mid-1962 when 
Clark Shaughnessy quit on George Halas, is generally 
credited with setting up the rock-ribbed defense that 
brought the Bears their first National Football League 
title in a couple of decades. 

In fact, Allen made such an impression on Papa 
Bear George that when he told Halas he was leaving 
for a head-coach’s job, Halas put him through a trying 
court case before magnanimously saying that Allen 
could leave. All Halas had wanted to do was prove in 
court, once and for all, the validity of a professional 
football contract. 

Now Allen can show that he has the ability to 
mold a winner where the last couple of incumbents 
failed. The Rams haven’t made it above .500 in won- 
lost figures since 1958. They last triumphed in the 
rough, tough West in 1955, and last presented the in- 
habitants of Cinderella Land with an NFL champion- 
ship in 1951, the year that the league operated under 
the shadow of both Bob Waterfield’s and Norm Van 
Brocklin’s throwing arms. 

One of several problems confronting Allen in 
his freshman year will be the selection of his quarter- 
back. Big Roman Gabriel is in his fifth season, and Bill 
Munson’s in his third. Munson had the job for the 
first 10 games of 1965, then suffered a disabling knee 


injury. Gabriel finished up and won three of his four 
starts. He beat both Green Bay and Cleveland, ulti- 
mate antagonists in the NFL playoff. Against Cleve- 
land, in the rain, he threw five TD passes, tying the 
club record established by Waterfield and Van Brock- 
lin. It should be noted, however, that the Browns had 
already clinched in the East by that time. 

Actually, the Rams have the ingredients to de- 
liver a contender, with a break or two. Supposing Tom 
Moore, considered expendable by Green Bay, makes 
it as a 500-yard performer? (He’s been there before.) 
That could take some of the murderous pressure off 
Dick Bass, the Rams’ leading rusher last year despite 
numerous ailments. And it would give the Rams some 
kind of balance. Bass, incidentally, has less than 300 
yards to go to become L.A.’s leading all-time rusher in 
his seventh campaign. 

Or take the receiving corps, where Tommy 
McDonald made a comeback last year to achieve run- 
ner-up honors in the league. McDonald carried most 
of the load when rookie star Bucky Pope was lost for 
the entire season. Pope had tied for NFL leadership 
with 10 TD passes in 1964, his freshman year. Put the 
two together at peak efficiency and there’d be a lot of 
worried looks among the remainder of the Western 
Conference’s defensive secondaries. 

Allen has also made a couple of significant moves 
in shoring up the defense. He convinced Jack Pardee 
to make a comeback and he acquired Maxie Baughan 
from Philadelphia, where Maxie had stopped seeing 
eye-to-eye with the management. That should give the 
linebacking a lift. Baughan is one of the good ones. 

With his front four, Allen won’t have to do 
much more than point them in the general direction 
of the opposition and say, “They’re yours.” David 
Jones and Merl Olsen are Pro Bowlers and Lamar 
Lundy and Roosevelt Grier constitute 550 pounds of 
amazingly fast bad news. oO 


Quarterback Bill Munson (19) pitches out to 
Dick Bass to start a wide running play. 

Les Josephson (34) has just faked taking the 
handoff and now he heads into the line 

to make way for his hard-running teammate 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 


The great Jimmy is gone, but this club has the desire 


and cohesiveness to go all the way again Prediction: First 


CLEVELAND BROWN 


1965 RECORD (11-3-0) 
17 Washington 7 
13 St. Louis 9 
35° Philadelphia 7 
24° Pittsburgh 19 
23 Dallas w 


38 NewYork = 14 
17 Minnesota, 2. 
38, Philadelphia 34 
34 NewYork 21 
24 Dallas 17 
42. Pittsburgh a 
24 Washington 16 
7 LosAngeles 42 
27 St. Louis « 
SCORING 
TDs PATs FGs Total 
Brown a 0 0 126 
Groza 0 & %e 8 
Collins 1 0 0 © 
Roberts 4 0 o MM 
RUSHING 


Atts Yds TDs Avg 
Brown 289 154417 5.3 
Green 111 4% 40239 
Kelly ae ae 


Ryan we 2 6 48 
PASSING 
Atts Comps Yds. TDs Ints Pct 
Ryan M3 119 «1751 «18-13 «49.0 
Ninowski 83 40 549 4 3 482 
RECEIVING. 


Recs Yds TDs Avg 
50 884 10 177 
43 49h 
8 2 18 
1% 34 4 196 


INTERCEPTIONS 

Ints. Yds Longest Avg 

Benz 5 7% oN 156 

Fichtner 49848245 

Parrish 4.4% 5 2 

Costello 3 38810 
PUNTING 

Punts Yds Longest Avg 

Collins 653085 7146.7 


PUNT RETURNS 


Rets Yds Longest Avg 
Kelly 7 265 87 18.6 
Roberts 18 162 51 9.0 


KICKOFF RETURNS 


Rots Yds Longest Avg 
Roberts 18 49388274 
Kelly 4 ON Bt OBS 


OFFENSE 
RECEIVERS Ht Wt Age Exp. College ‘Comments 
Brewer, Johnny (T) 64 25 296 Mississippi Collins continues one of league's best re- 
Milt (7) 64 280 231 Massachusetts ceivers. Warfield never recovered from College 
Collins, Gary (F) 64 28 2% 5 Maryland Ail Star game injury, caught three passes at 
McNeil, Clifton (F) 62 185 «26 = 3 Grambling season's end. Roberts was his backup. Veteran 
Roberts, Walt (F) 510 165 24 3 — SanJose State _—‘tight end Brewer gets push from Browns’ No. 1 
Warfield, Paul (5) 60 188 «= 23S 3 Ohio State draft pick, Morin, who didn't get national 
Hutchinson, Tom (S) 61 19 «25 4 Kentucky notice in college. RATING—VERY GOOD 
(S)—Split end (T)—Tight end- —_(F) Flanker 
|S RR SSE GR ET I 
INTERIOR LINEMEN 
‘Schafrath, Dick (T) 63 25 29 «8. Ohio State. There's lots of experience here without age 
Brown, John (T) 62 8 75 Syracuse slowing ‘em down yet. Schafrath, one of best in 
Clark, Monte (T) 6-6 25 29 8 Southern California game, was hurt at season's end. Brown re- 
corson, Gene (G) 6348319 Mississippi covered from bad knee in '64. Morrow gives 
Wooten, John (S) 63 20 429 «8 Colorado ine stability. Ryan's protection from this group. 
Morrow, John (C) 63) MB 3310 Michigan as good as any. RATING—EXCELLENT 
(Tackle (G)—Guard = (C)—Ceenter 
a aS RN RE REN 
QUARTERBACKS 
Ryan, Frank 63 MY Ryan, bothered by injury, dipped to 18 
Ninowski, Jim io rT UY TD passes, Ninowski is good backup. Lane is 
Lane, Gary 61 210 1 highly rated. RATING—VERY GOOD 


RUNNING BACKS 
Green, Ernie (H) 2 mons Brown's retirement has to hurt; he was the 
Leroy (H) 60 19 24 «= «3. Morgan State —perfect ball carrier. Green continues to im- 
Harraway, Charley (F) 63 230 22 1 — SanJose State prove. Kelly has made a place for himself. 
Schultz, Randie (H) S11 710 22 1 lowaState Rookies will get a long look, RATING—FAIR 
(F)—Fullback (H)—Halfback 
2g A ETRE 
KICKER 
Groza, Lou 63 250-42, 20_—«Ohio State Still going strong. RATING-—EXCELLENT 


SR ER RR ne SAE 


DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN, 

Bilt (E) 65 25 309 Baylor Modzelewski could be losing a step and much 
Wiggin, Paul (€) 63° 45 3110 ‘Stanford depends on Parker's comeback from knee sur- 
Jim (E) 64 20 2 2 © Purdue gery after missing entire season. Kanicki is now 
Kanicki, Jim (T) 64 20 25 4 Michigan State established and Johnson will see more action 
Parker, Frank (T) 65 20 2% 4 Oklahoma State this year. Glass and Wiggin can do it at ends. 
Johnson, Walter (T) $30 MS 2 2 LA. State Garcia was a disappointment last year with 

Modzelewski, Dick (T) 6-0 260 35 +14 ~— Maryland illness and injuries. RATING—VERY GOOD 


(E)—End (T)—Tackle 
SS a Te RRR REO RR SNES 
LINEBACKERS 

Costello, Vince (M) 60 228 33 10 Ohio University _Fiss, Costello and Houston know all the an- 
Fiss, Galen (O) 60 27% O11 Kansas swers. Scrurek stuck with club after making 
Houston, Jim (0) 63 240 28 7 Ohio State team during injury period previous season. 
Sczurek, Stan (O) Si 200 74 Purdue, Williams was capable fill-in last year. Lindsey, 
Williams, Sid (0) &2 235 24 3 Southern University top prospect, is rated o possibility at middle 
Lindsey, Dale (M) &3 20 23 2 Western Kentucky spot. RATING—VERY GOOD 


(O)—Outside linebacker (M)—Middle linebacker 
SS mR SU SR hn te cE SE 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 

Parrish, Bernie (C) $1 15 «22 8 Florida Biggest problem on club is here. Defensive 
Beach, Walter (C) 60 185 «= 381 4 Central Mich. secondary lacked height and speed last year. 
Barnes, Erich (C) 63 198 «= 319 Purdue Larry Benz and Bobby Franklin went to Atlanta 
Fichtner, Ross (S) 60 15 0 77 Purdue in expansion pool, so this group will have new 
Howell, Mike (S) 61 187 «22 = 2 Grambling look. Parrish and Beach have plenty savvy, 
Cordill, Olie (S) &2 186 22, «1 Memphis State Barnes could be losing a step. Rookies get big 
Kellermann, Ernie (S) 6-0 183. «22 = 1-~—S Miami (0.) chance. RATING—FAIR 

(C)—Corner back (S)—Safety 


The inevitable tendency, in discussing the Browns, is 
to start by saying “Jim Brown is gone .. .” and proceed 
from there. The Browns, however, were an awesome 
football machine in the early ’50s, when Brown was 
only a teenager reading about the six straight Eastern 
Conference triumphs of the Clevelanders. And there 
is no reason to expect the club to disintegrate follow- 
ing his retirement. The team has too much else going 
for it, and—just as important—there is no other outfit 
in the East that is quite ready to hurdle Blanton Col- 
lier’s men. 

Pride, balance, a team that has worked together 
for a long time—all of these are very much in evidence 
when you examine the Cleveland personnel. So who is 
to say that the club won’t be the first since the New 
York Giants of ’61-’63 to make the title playoff three 
times in a row as the East’s representative? And the 
Clevelanders have a bit of added incentive this year— 
in addition to having the chance to prove they can do 
it without Jimmy: From the NFL championship game, 
the winning club goes on to play the AFL titleholders. 
And the winner of that will proudly be known as the 
masters of the pro grid sport. 

Cleveland’s squad is an all-veteran one, and is as 
sound as any. Frank Ryan gets the pass protection that 
he requires, and the receivers have the benefit of the 
strong running game for additional pressure on the 
defense. Paul Warfield, recovered from the broken 
collarbone he suffered a year ago in the Chicago All 
Star game, is back to team with Gary Collins to make 
a deadly one-two receiving combination. 

There are other interesting tidbits in the Browns 
picture. Tackle Dick Modzelewski, now in his 14th 
campaign, could break the NFL consecutive-games 
record. He had 166 going in; the old mark, 174, be- 
longs to Leo Nomellini of the 49ers. Mo has played 
with four clubs—Washington, Pittsburgh, New York 
and the Browns. He was obtained from the Giants for 


insurance, but a lucky (for him) break—in the form of 
a first-game injury to Frank Parker—enabled him to 
keep his decade-plus string going in 1964 and 1965 at 
his defensive post. 

Then there is the bid by Archie Roberts, who was 
originally obtained as insurance against the time Frank 
Ryan couldn’t do it any more. Archie came out of 
Columbia as one of the finest Ivy League quarterbacks 
since Sid Luckman. The Browns’ deal to get him in- 
cluded a medical school education not only for him, 
but for his wife. They do things like that in football. 
Archie could have sat out his education, watching on 
Sundays from the bench. Instead, he popped the 
astounding news to the management last spring: His 
marks were so good that the dean thought he could 
carry his imposing academic load and play ball too. 
At least he thought Archie could give it a try. The dean 
was noted wearing a small “Let’s Go, Browns” button 
at the time. 

Warfield, a local favorite (he’s Ohio State and 
from Warren, just down the road), is counted upon 
heavily in any Brown bid. As a rookie he caused the 
most first-year excitement since Jim Brown arrived in 
’57. He caught 52 passes and nine TDs. Only one 
Brown receiver, Mac Speedie, ever caught more in a 
single season. 

Another local favorite, playing in his 20th cam- 
paign, is Lou Groza, who holds a half-dozen NFL 
scoring records. Groza goes back to the days of the All- 
America Football Conference, which was dominated 
by the Browns in the four years of its existence. He has 
lost a bit of range, but none of his accuracy. 

The super-publicity stunt for Browns’ boss 
Arthur Modell would involve convincing Groza to 
keep playing another year or two. Then he could point 
him out to some young twerp on the way up and say, 
“See that guy kicking for us? He was playing big- 
league pro football before you were born.” oO 


Frank Ryan's talents—he’s handing off here— 
were often taken for granted because he 
played in the shadow of the great Jim Brown. 
But this year he'll have the chance to 

show his value to the veteran Cleveland club 
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Meredith 305 141 2415 ae 
‘Morton 17 173 2 
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Tom Landry makes progress more slowly than his fans 
like, but it’s time now to mount a solid effort Prediction: Second 


DALLAS COWBOYS 


1965 RECORD (7.70). . Of -— ie 
New York : a : 2 
4 ‘Washington oe - Comments. ee 
93 St. Louis yyes was sensational in rookie year with teague- ao 
24 Philadelphia : a 
17 Cleveland ool 
3 Green Bay va 
13. Pittsburgh ae 
39 San Francisco oe 
24 Pittsburgh oe 
17 Cleveland ° ne he re 
31 Washington 34 |) acre _. a ae fe 
a Philadephia 19 ———s—*—*«*dSCsbeit, Joe Bob (G) = 1250 - ‘This “department gave ‘rouble to Dalles tos | 
27 St. Louis 3 Loe ce 8 "several seasons, but could become cohesive 
38 NewYork = 20 . MO unit this year. Liscio is back at tackle, but 
ee : M0 Ralph Nesly's foxs to Houston wil hurt—if 
SCORING a sticks. Isbell, Connelly, Kupp vie for guard 
: 25 ‘roles with Niland, club's a eis Seen Meena 
“TDs PATs FGs Total oe do the job at conte ING—-GOOD 
Villanvevas 0 37 6 (Oe) curd 1G ae ee 
bane eee ates ee : cee 
Clarke MO a 
We ‘ ee oe 
Norman 3.0 8 Meredith, Doo 3 | mare rived tise urguy ard ad TO 
Reeves te Morton, ses ee "passes last year after slow start. Morton and 
Smith Soa ee moe __Rhome are fine backups. RATING—FAIR oe 
. os Le 
RUSHING a, 
Atts | oe 
relies 2 OE 4 
6 Sa 
Meredith 36 i 
Dunn Cl 
PSBING 
Atts Comps Yds TDs ints Pet | a oon rae 


- Nillanueva, Danny ‘gets jol yb don _ RATING—GOOD ee a 


noe wy 


it at ond, Rookie Townes is expected 
soe Colvicah other acsie Oh Cots 
s' strong points. RATIN \oprackeana che 


“INTERCEPTIONS as 


. late Yéclonges Avg 


= S. 
RECEIVING. a 4 
Recs Yds TDs Avg” - . 
Hayes 46 1003 12 18 / . 
Clarke a : ae ee. s 
Dial 7 - ‘and Pugh battle it out for end job 
Gent 16 Seta iatrit Yeomans, who went to oe 
y Lilly is All-League at tackle, Andrie'sa 

a 

- 


1) ; 
Pugh, Jethro (E) eb 
L (eed _ (Tackie 


2g * 
g - 


7 
oe 


a 4 163 
: G NES & ee 
a8 7 | LINEBACKERS 


— 
eee : Tubbs keeps talking aieseeh but A 
PUNTING B eaiciag ines cooing bach Sar os tthe 
Punts Yds Longest Avg 
Villanueva 60 2505 88 418 
Ridgway 13° 510 44, 


- : a . 
PUNT RETURNS 
Rets Yds ge wey obit won . o~ Gite 

Hayes 12183 oat ; job as rookie 

Renfro 4B : ‘ fat (5) : re 3 Oregon i iN Se op 


Is this to be the year of the Big Cowboy? Can the 
momentum of a second-place tie in the East, the result 
of having won five of its last seven, propel Dallas to its 
first title? And will a major strategem planned by Tom 
Landry, the Cowboys’ high-domed impresario, play a 
vital role? 

Dallas has been Landry’s only head coaching as- 
signment, and Landry has been Dallas’ only head 
coach. In the early days of his tenure he sought to con- 
trol the game completely from the sideline, alternating 
quarterbacks Eddie LeBaron and Don Meredith, and 
switching on every play. After LeBaron’s retirement he 
went with Meredith as his number one. Then last year 
he installed the rollout pass, a sharp break with the 
standard prc setup of passing from the protection of 
the pocket. The success of the experiment was marked; 
the Cowboys ultimately averaged 70 yards more per 
game in over-all offense. The rollout may not be here 
to stay, but it sure is going to get a big look this year. 

Landry thinks that the rollout offense will in- 
crease the effectiveness of the Cowboy personnel, ap- 
parently ignoring the strain it places on the interior 
linemen attempting to pass block. “The ideal NFL 
offense,” he says, “is pocket passing and a running 
game built around two big, good backs. We have good 
backs but they aren’t big.” 

Dallas’ efforts to improve its outside running 
game didn’t get anyplace last year, because there was 
no speedy back to complement Don Perkins, who 
worked both inside and outside. 

The biggest man among the runners this year is 
Jimmy Sidle, who was Tucker Frederickson’s running 
mate at Auburn two years ago. Sidle, still a rookie, is 
a sound 215 after laying off a year with an injury. 

But Landry is proceeding on the assumption the 
running game will be no better than last year, hence the 
rollout. “We noticed,” he said, “when Meredith rolled 
wide to throw during the last half of the season the 


defense adjusted just as it would if we were throwing 
a wide-running threat at it. If it widens just a bit, it 
might be enough to open up the middle a little.” 

The rollout game has its drawbacks. The curtain 
of blockers normally expected must of necessity dis- 
perse, leaving the quarterback only one blocker and 
making him a lot more vulnerable to the pursuit. 
Meredith survived this style of play without too much 
punishment last year. 

The year before he was hobbled by all sorts of 
injuries, ranging from a knee to a torn stomach muscle. 
He’s a big fellow, with desire, and last year’s 22 touch- 
downs was his best figure to date. But how much addi- 
tional banging around can Don take? 

The Cowboys are well supplied with quarter- 
backs. Jerry Rhome and Craig Morton are both sopho- 
mores. Rhome, who comes from Tulsa, is used to 
the rollout style of offense but Morton was strictly a 
pocket passer at California. In fact, any efforts on his 
part to run with the ball were frowned upon back in 
his college days. 

The best man for the new job, if he could be sent 
back to college to learn quarterbacking, would be the 
Cowboys’ rookie pass-catching sensation, Bob Hayes. 
Given a half-step, there is no one in the NFL capable 
of catching him. Hayes’ role, however, is that of a pass 
receiver, one he filled to the tune of a dozen TD 
receptions last year. So that’s where he stays, a threat 
hanging over the opposition’s head right down to the 
final gun. 

Whether the rollout is slated for modification or 
elimination will be determined by the events of the ’66 
campaign. With it Landry took the Cowboys further 
than ever before. If the opposition catches up with it 
he can always change. If they don’t, the customers 
won't freeze to death at the Cowboys’ first hometown 
playoff. Chances are you can get away with just a sport 
jacket in Dallas on New Year’s Day. a] 


One of the flashiest stars to enter the pro 
ranks last year was Dallas’ Bob Hayes 
(22). Here he’s moving past his blockers 
and stepping into the open—where 
nobody stands a chance to catch him 
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This campaign will be a bit of a backward step for the 


Maramen. Last year the team tied for second Prediction: Third 


1965 RECORD (7-7-0) 
2 Dallas n 

16 Philadelphia. 14 

23~—«~Pittsburgh 3 

4 Minnesota «0 

6 saci a 


4 38 
“ 10 
7 23 
a 4 
28 St. Louis 5 
14 Chicago B 
36 Pittsburgh = 10 
27 Washington 10 
20 Dallas _ 38 
SCORING 
TDs PATs FGs Total 
Frederickson 6 90 0 3% 
Jones Gola ee 
Morrison 95 0030 
Thomas $062 05 8 
Thurlow 6.6 98 
RUSHING 
Atts Yds TDs Ay 
“Frederickson 195 659 83.8 
- Thurlow 106 4400442 
Koy 3 17% 0 50 
Wheelwright 24 9% 0 40 


PASSING 


Atts Comps Yds TDs tnts Pet 
302 155 2446 2212-513 
% G10 1 2 


RECEIVING 


Recs Yds TDs Avg 
Morrison 41574 414A 


Thomas m7 ot Ss 
Jones m 7 6 
Frederickson 24 177 1 


INTERCEPTIONS. 
Ints Yds Longest Avg 


Lockhart 4 117? 9. 

Lynch 4 2 2B 95 

Hillebrand 2 25-5125 

Carr 21 MS om: 
PUNTING 


Punts Yds Longest Avg 
Lockhart 6 © 267 53 44.5 
Koy 55 228 TA? 


PUNT RETURNS. 


Rets Yds Longest Avg 
Care ae AES 3g 
Williams 18- 2% 14 16 


KICKOFF RETURNS 


Rets Yds Longest Avg 
Childs 29 71851 4B 
Koy” 1 0 6% OS 


(O)—Outside linebacker 


DEFENSIVE BACKS : : 
Lynch, Dick (C) 61 19% 30 9 Notre Dame 
Lockhart, Carl (C) 62 175 23 2  N. Texas State 
Patton, Jim (S) 510 18 33.11 Mississippi 
Carr, Henry (S) 63 25 OB 2 

js, Clarence (S$) 6-0 200 3 
Harris, Wendell (S) 51 18S 


{C)—Corner back 


_ (S)—Satety 


RECEIVERS Ht Wt. Age Exp. 
Thomas, Aaron (T) 42 mm 
Crespino, Bob (T) 64-25 Bs Mississippi 
Shofner, Del (S) 63 185 3110 —_Baylor 
Jones, Homer (S) 62 © 205% 3_—_Texas Southern. 
Morrison, Joo (F) 61 19-288 Cincinnati 
Reynolds, Roger (F)_ 6-1 = 11 24 1 Bowling Green 
{S)—Split end (Ti—Tight end —(F)—Flanker 
INTERIOR LINEMEN, 2 
Brown, Roosevelt (T) 63 S13 
Peay, Fran (T) ee 
Medonal see (2 555 Me ees 
Bolin, Bookie (G) 63 Ss us 
Davis, Roger (6) $3 M0 BT Syracuse 
Case, Pete (6) 63 43-2 Georgia 
Larson, Greg (C) $2 250 «2 6 Minnesota 
Scholtz, Bob (C) 64 «50. 8s 7_~—CNotre Dame 
(T—Teckle — (G)—Guard ——_(C)—Center : 
‘QUARTERBACKS 5 - : 
Morrall, Earl 62 206 «32-11 Michigan State 
Timberlake, Bob ‘4 mo ot Michigan 
Wood, Gary 511 195 24 3 Cornell 
RUNNING BACKS 
Frederfekuon, Tucker (F) ¢3 0 20 | 2 Auburs 
Mercein, Chuck (F) m0) M2 (Male 
Koy, Ernie (F) res M2 Tors 
‘Thurlow, Steve (H) 63-25-43 Stanford 
Reed, Smith (H) $0 25-242” Alcorn ABM. 
Harris, Phil (H) 0 15 1 Taxes 
,Randy(H) 60-200 211 Purdue 
(F)—Fullback — (H)—Halfback 
KICKER : ie : 
Gogolak, Pete 62 m0 mM OB Cornell 
DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN 
Katcavage, Jim (E) 63 M0 «211 ayton 
Davis, Roosevelt (E)  &5 260 24S 2-—S‘Tennesseg ABI 
Briggs, Bill (E) $3 2 1 lows 
Slaby, Lou (T) rd ety ee Pittsburgh 
LoVetere, John (7) $4 78 3% 8 Compton 
Davis, Don (T) s6 0 et LA. State” 
Condren, Glen (T) 62 25 ™% 2 Oklahoma 
Lalonde, Roger (7) 645% 3 Muskingum 
(E)—En (T}—Tackle 
LINEBACKERS : 
Hillebrand, Jerry (M) 6-3 240 2% «=~ Colorado 
Carroll, Jim (0) 64 20-22 -2_—Notre Dame 
Underwood, Olen (0) 41 220 24 2 Texas 
Swain, Bill (O) 62 20% 4 Oregon 
Costello, Tom (0) $3 20-253 ayton 
Ciccolelia, Mike (O) 6-1 23522 Dayton 


1 
(M)—Middle linebacker 


| couple of seasons and Cates could 


_ olds is back from Army stint, RATING 


= mpor yrtant 
Roosevelt Brown, offensive captain, plays in 


- Peay wil 


Timberlake did no. Seoitareasting 


Unless: military demands _make dent, this fs one 


‘85: 28 of 46 FG atts. RATING—VERY GOOD 


"Kat sfill has All-League stature, but after him 


ago. RATING—FAIR 


: Patton a to = 


NEW YORK GIANTS 


fing hurt. Shofaer has been on downgr. 


Morrison's most valuable. 


‘auedions tere Include See 2 


13th campaign. McDowell was fill-in last 
Boe coucled aben meryay ec — 
Bolin is veteran of championship teams; 
fitted in last year, Scholte was adequate at 
center siya Larson recovered slowly from knee 
surgery. RATI nea 


Morratl has real class and is plenty 
Wood i is still unproved. RATING—VEI 


‘of top departments on club. Frederickson was 
N. Y's top rookie last yea Koy developed ta 
second half of season. Thurlow's big and dure 
able, Reed is speediest of all. Rookies will have 
‘tough time breaking in here. Both Thurlow, Koy 
throw option pass. RATING—EXCELLENT 


class drops rapidly. Other end was filled by — 
rookie Roosevelt Davis last year. Tackle was 


 probler er with Slaby converted from lineb. 


in middle of season. Condren got to play briefly 
@ ond of yany: Don Davis was Glante Ne, 2 


- draft pick. Lalonde was 1965 regular. Lots of 


ioe here. oul Ss ok : 2 


Hitlebrand has what it takes but he has to get 
meaner. Carrofl, Underwood made it in rool 
years. Swain came from Vikings and did jol 
Costello was taxi-squadder couple of years. 
Ciccolatla was a, future dratt pick two years 


hs aot Fle 


Any romantic. word-painter would have little difficulty 
coming up with something nice and colorful to describe 
the New York Giants the past few years. In 1963 it 
would have been the “Year of the Bald Eagle,” a 
grandeloquent reference to the 36-TD passing prowess 
of Yelberton Abraham Tittle. 

And 1964 could be described as the “Year of the 
Great Depression,” a morose description of the worst 
season in Giant annals: The many-times Eastern 
champs wound up with their poorest record (2-10-2) 
and their customers singing derisively in the stands. 

Last year it was “Baby Bulls to the Rescue,” a 
tribute to the astuteness and all-around effectiveness of 
the Giants’ recruiters, who concentrated on getting 
large, fast backs to the exclusion of virtually all other 
needs. True, they worried about defensive backs, all 
right—and linebackers, too—but the No. 1 draft pick 
was Tucker Frederickson and he turned out to be their 
best rusher in several seasons. And along with him 
came Ernie Koy, Chuck Mercein and Smith Reed, no 
one of them less than 220, and all effective in lugging 
the leather. 

What's the sub-title this year? It could well be 
“Year of the Big Linemen,” because that’s where the 
Giants concentrated their efforts in viewing the col- 
legiate field last fall, and where they think they have 
been singularly shrewd in their choices. The gaps had 
been apparent to even the most casual viewer; the 
loss of two regulars to Atlanta in the expansion draft 
indicated quite emphatically the Giants’ obvious dis- 
satisfaction with what they had. 

So they hit the big linemen in the grab-bag, and 
hit them as heavily as they could. Their first three picks 
for ’66 were linemen Fran Peay, the big tackle from 
Missouri, No. 1; Don Davis, the even bigger defensive 
tackle from L. A. State, No. 2; and Bill Briggs, the 
defensive end from Iowa, No. 3. (Briggs was actually 
the fifth choice of the Giants; Nos. 3 and 4 were ac- 


counted for by a future pick, plus the fulfillment of a 
previous trade commitment.) 

And the urgent need for linemen was there. 
Rosey Brown, the team’s defensive captain, might be 
finished as the result of his second serious bout with 
phlebitis, an inflammation of the linings of the veins 
in his leg. Peay, if he progresses rapidly, could fit right 
into an offensive tackle role. 

At the end of 65, the Giants were using Lou 
Slaby, a linebacker, at defensive tackle. Davis makes 
the 6-3 Slaby look like an undernourished kid. And the 
Giants are counting heavily on the return here of 280- 
pound John LoVetere, veteran of the championship 
1963 club who has been plagued by injury the past two 
years. Solid tackles could anchor the entire defense. 

The Giants finished in a tie for second with Dal- 
las last year, losing their hold on the No. 2 spot to the 
Cowboys in the final confrontation of the campaign. 
They got that far with what can be charitably described 
as week-to-week improvisations in both the offensive 
and defensive lines. For this reason the high command 
seems to feel that luck with a couple of the big picks 
could mean the difference between just first division 
and a strong bid for Eastern honors. 

Aiding and abetting will be such proven perform- 
ers as Earl Morrall (22 TDs and only a dozen inter- 
ceptions last year); Frederickson, who had the best 
year rushing for the New Yorkers since Alex Webster 
enjoyed a 700-yards-plus year in ’62; and Homer 
Jones, who could wind up as one of the most colorful 
personalities on a club where the hallmark has always 
been efficiency rather than color. 

Homer caught six TD passes last season, and 
along with Frederickson shared individual scoring 
honors. He’s also taken a few prizes in the humor de- 
partment. In fact, Jones likes to keep everybody laugh- 
ing—with the exception of the defensive backs as- 
signed to cover him, that is. ia} 


Tucker Frederickson (24) gave the Giants the 
power runner they so desperately needed, 

and with him in the backfield as a constant 
threat, New York's passing game—under 

the guidance of Earl Morrall—worked well also 
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Holes in some key spots, questionable trades and a bit 


too much age on defense cancel any flag shot Prediction: Fourth 


PHILADELPHIA EAGLES 


1965 RECORD (5-9-0) 
34 St. Louis a 

14 New York 16 

17 Cleveland = 35 
35 Dallas u 
27 New York 35 
14 Pittsburgh 20 
21 Washington 23 
34 Cleveland = 38 
21 Washington 14 
24 Baltimore «34 
2 St. Louis 4 
9 


19 Dallas 2 
47° Pittsburgh 13 
28 Detroit 5 

SCORING 


oe 0 0-6 
9 0 6 & 
9° 0 0 
RUSHING 


T, Brown 15841 
Gros 16 4 6 7 32 
Woodeshick 28 145 0 
Concannon 91040 


PASSING 


Atts Comps Yds TDs Ints © Pct 
28 150-2346 1513521 
12 6 B87 5S 1053S 

BW Wei 5 ta 


RECEIVING 
Recs Yds TDs Avg 
Retzlaff 6 119010 
T.Brown = 50.682, 
Poage nH 62 5 
Gros oY 2 
INTERCEPTIONS 
Ints Yds Longest Avg 
Ramsey 6 4m 42a 
Nettles 3h 5% 80 
Scarpati lee Paes POUR 
Cross $0.17 1 3 
PUNTING 
Punts Yds Longest Avg 
Hill WY 83 2 


Baker «37,1551. 0419 


PUNT RETURNS 
Rets Yds Longest Avg 


Cross on i be 
Gill 2m 4, a 
Brown 4°08 7 43 


KICKOFF RETURNS 


Rets Yds Longest Avg 
Cross 2% 662 4 HS 


Nelson % 683 8.3 


OFFENSE 

RECEIVERS Ht. Wt Age Exp. College Comments 
Retzlaff, Pete (T) &1 2534S. Dakota State Retzlaff was best tight end in league in what 
Poage, Ray (5) 63 205-254 Texas was probably his next-to-last season. Poage has 
Goodwin, Ronnie (F) 5-11 180-25 4 Baylor continued to improve, and Goodwin, Glass 
Glass, Glenn (F) $0 203-28 Tennessee. battle for flanker role. Cronin, activated sec- 
Cronin, Bill (T) 64 231 23 —-2_—_—Boston Colles ond half of last year, has size for backup of 
Hill, Fred (S) 42 25 2 US. Retzlaff. The acquisition of speedy Willie Brown 
Brown, Willie (F) Ce : from the Rams should help. RATING—GOOD 
(S)—Split End ____(T)—Tight End __(F)—Flanker 

INTERIOR LINEMEN 
Brown, Bob (T) 64 295 4 3Nebraska Brown is up there with league's best tackles. 
Howell, Lane (T) 65 22 % 4 Grambling Howell did the job after Giants gave up on 
Graham, Dave (T) 63 20 4 Virginia him. Rissmiller sat out season with knee opera- 
Rissmiller, Ray (T) 64 2B 2% 1 G5orgle tion, but could challenge at either tackle or 
Blaine, Ed (G) 61 243-28 5 Missouri guard, Blaine and Skaggs erase worries at 
Skaggs, Jim (6) 63 0 guard. Hoyem is backup here. Ringo in 14th 
Hoyem, Lynn (6) 64 253 27 ~—4_ Long Beach State apparently as durable as ever. The 
Ringo, Jim (C) 62 230-34 14_—‘Syracuse gles’ could soar or fall on the performance 
Osmond, John (C) $4 5 1 Tulsa here. RATING—GOOD 
T}—Tackle — (G)—Guard___(C)—Center 

QUARTERBACKS 
Snead, Norman 64 5 2 & Wake Forest Snead comes off knee operation, Retzlaff rates 
Hill, King (ot him comer in sixth season. Concannon has had 
Concannon, Jack 43 205 «23-3 Boston Colle surprisingly little work with club. Miller is free 
Miller, Bob 63195 21 1__ Sacramento State _agent. RATING—FAIR 

RUNNING BACKS — 
Brown, Timmy (H) S11 200 298 sal! State Timmy Brown, probably as good a football 
Gros, Earl (F) am LS, player as any around, has been prone to injury 
Kuzniewski, John (F) 62-2108 in recent years. He had best rushing average in 
Kantor, Joe (F) Se league and caught 50 passes. Gros is mafor- 
Lang, Israel (F) Hm league fullback, and Woodeshick is good back- 
Matson, Ollie (H) 62 215 0% ~—14_— San Francisco U. up. Lang helps depth; Matson, who played for 
Todd, Jim (H) 5-11 198 23 1 ‘Ball State Kubatick tn collage, is suggling to hang op. 
Woodeshick, Tom (F) 60 225 24 4  WestVirginia —_—_against rookies like Jim Todd, Joe Kantor, Jit 
Brown, Jim (H) 60 20 1S. Carolina State Brown. RATING—-GOOD 
(F)—Fullback —_(H)—Halfback 
AES A SRST 

KICKERS : 
Baker, Sam 62 28 38 —'12_—Oregon State Baker was hurt most of year. Circo gets look 
Circo, Gerald 60 19 22 1_ Chico State for punting. RATING—FAIR 

DEFENSE 

FRONT LINEMEN 
Huttz, Don (€) 63 235-2 ~— 4 Southern Miss. Peters was big man here in 65, but sat out last 
Tarasovic, George (E) 64 M8 36 13 LSU. five games with knee operation. Meyers fills 
Mazzanti, Jerry (E) 63-240, 282 Arkansas other tackle spot. Defensive end needs help. 
Beisler, Randy (E) = 65-45 21—s1_—sIndiana Tarasovic has been around long time, and is 
Pettigrew, Gary (E) 64 4521s Stanford slowing. Mazzanti, back from service, started 
Meyers, John (T) 66 278 2% = 4_— Washington five games at end in 1963 and will get shot. 
Peters, Floyd (T) 64 285 «30. ~—SanFrancisco —Rookies Pettigrew and Beisler are in contention. 
Khayat, Ed (1) 64 250 30-10-~—‘Tulane foo. Hultz is also a candidate. Molden came 
Molden, Frank (T) 65 285 23 += 2_~—dackson State —_—from L.A. in Baughan deal. RATING—FAIR® 


{E)—End _(T)—Tackle 
a TS ES ESE ET 


LINEBACKERS 

Brown, Fred (0) 65 2230 232 Miami (Fle.) Lloyd, Morgan remain from last year's starters. 
Lloyd, Dave (M) 63 28298 Georgia Maxie Baughan's spot is up for grabs among 
Morgan, Mike (O) 4 Mo Mm 3 LSM, Harold Wells, Brown, who came from L.A., and 
Wells, Harold (O) 62 20 2 2 Purdue tke Kelley, All-America from Ohio State who 
Kelley, Dwight (0) 511 25 2 1 OhioState is comparatively small but comes with big rep: 
Vasys, Arunas (O) 62 25 2 1 Notre Dame Whoever fills it is going to have a tough act to 
Whittingham, Fred (0) 62 240 27 = 2_—Caliif. Poly (SLO) follow. RATING—FAIR 


(O)—Outside linebacker (M)—Middle linebacker 


DEFENSIVE BACKS se 


Nelson, Al (S) S11 18 = 22 2—Cincinnati Move of Nelson to corner and Ramsey to safety 
Nettles, Jim (C) 510 177 24 2 Wisconsin ‘seemed to help last year. Scarpati Is small but 
Ramsey, Nate (C) 61 2000 24 Indiana around the ball a lot, Aaron Martin comes 
‘Scarpati, Joe (S) 510 185 23 3  N. Carolina State from the Rams in exchange for a disenchanted 
Longo, Tom (C} 61 200 2% = 1s Notre Dame. Irv Cross. Nettles a fill-in. The rest are rookies. 
Medved, Ron (C) 61 210-221 Washington The sleeper might be Medved, a versatile star 
Martin, Aaron (C) . ay ae (2% 3 _N. Carolina Coll. at Washington. RATING—FAIR 


(C)—Corner back 


- 


When the tea and scones are served at the next meet- 
ing of the Theophysical Society and someone asks, 
“Who had the best rushing average in the NFL last 
year?”, more than half the members will probably 
answer, “Brown.” And they’ll be wrong. Well, half 
wrong, anyway, because chances are they’ll mean Jim 
Brown of the Browns, when the champ was actually 
Timmy Brown of the Eagles. 

Or take a corollary question, “Who gained more 
yards in a season than anyone else?” Again the answer 
will be “Brown,” again they'll be wrong, or half wrong, 
etc., etc. It'll be Timmy again, the fellow who can do 
just about everything on a football field. 

So when you’re talking about the pound-for- 
pound merits of various football players, don’t forget 
the Eagles’ 200-pound ace from Ball State. In 1963, 
with an Eagle club that won two games, he racked up 
a combined net yardage of 2,428. No one has ever 
come within 100 yards of this mark. Who came closest? 
Timmy Brown, with the 1962 Eagles. 

The 1966 Eagles figure to win a lot more than 
two games, probably several more than the five they 
won last year. The reason for this is, of course, the 
continued presence of Timmy Brown, plus the emerg- 
ence of Norm Snead as a first-class quarterback. Snead 
played with a bad knee last year, but he has apparently 
learned to take the extra split second that makes the 
difference. Says who? 

Says Pete Retzlaff, best tight end in Eagles’ his- 
tory, who set a club record with 66 pass receptions 
last year for 1,190 yards (another club record). Retz- 
laff, having a final go at it at age 34, thinks Snead could 
become one of the really good ones. 

“When you’re in the end zone,” offers the Baron, 
“and they’re throwing to you, a foot either way means 
an interception. That’s why Snead’s learning to take 
his time has been so important.” 

Retzlaff’s availability is also a significant factor. 


Last year he was the only tight end among the top 10 
NFL receivers, finishing third behind Dave Parks and 
his former teammate, Tommy McDonald. Tommy 
beat him out by a single reception in the last game. 

The Eagles are a half-dozen years past their last 
championship, having won in 1960 with Norm Van 
Brocklin at the helm. The Dutchman was hanging ’em 
up at that time, and when he didn’t get the coaching 
job he was after, he went to Minnesota as field boss. 
Eventually Joe Kuharich replaced Nick Skorich as 
head man, and right now Joe is operating under the 
longest contract in pro football, if not in pro sports. 
His pact is for a total of 15 years as general manager 
and head coach. 

Kuharich’s overall task is to inject a note of 
determination into the Eagle defense. The club scored 
as many points as any in the East last year, and its total 
offense was second-best in the NFL. But, obviously, 
performance that resulted in almost twice as many 
losses as victories can stand improvement. 

The potential is there, though, and if such top 
draftees as Randy Beisler and Gary Pettigrew in the 
defensive line have the desired effect, they'll be a big 
help. Timmy Brown and Earl Gros form a fine one- 
two running punch, and Retzlaff is a constant long 
threat as he beats men many years his junior. 

If the Theophysical Society is still lingering 
over its tea and scones, another question could be 
thrown in to brighten things up: “What player had 
the two best rushing games in the NFL last year?” 

The membership will inevitably answer “Brown’ 
and they’ll be half right, again, but it was Timmy, not 
Jim. Timmy had a 186-yarder against Cleveland and 
a 180-yarder against St. Louis. 

And just to confuse matters a trifle, the Eagles 
took another Brown to camp this year. A running back, 
too. He’s a rookie from South Carolina State. His 
name is Jim. o 


” 


Earl Gros (34) gives the Eagles an inside 
running threat to go with Tim Brown's 
outside speed—and both of these backs doa 
good job catching Norm Snead’s aerials, 
blocking for each other and pass protecting 
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EASTERN CONFERENCE 


Even if Charley Johnson’s shoulder is okay—and that’s 


a big if—there are too many other “maybe’s” Prediction: Fifth 


ST. LOUIS CARDINAL 


1965 RECORD (6-9-0 


27 Philadelphia 
@ Gian of 
20 Dallas 13 
37 Washington 16 
20 Pittsburgh. 7 

20 Washington 24 
10 New York = 14 
21 Pittsburgh 17 
13. Chicago “4 
15 New York 28 
24 Philadelphia 28 


3 a 
a cu 
4 7 
SCORING 
TDs PATs FGs Total 
Bakken os nu 
Randle % 09 0 « 
Triplett 7 2 6 @ 
Conrad we 0 
RUSHING 


t Atts Yds TDs, 
riplett 174 1783.5 
Crenshaw 127 437. 
Thornton 31 188 0 
Gautt 442 


PASSING 


Atts Comps Yds TDs ints Pct 
| Johnson 322 155 2439 18 15 482 
Humphrey 105 5873819552 
Nofsinger 20 8 47 1 1 400 


RECEIVING 
Recs Yds 1Ds Avg 
Conrad $87 5 (157 
Randle 5 59 186 


M68 2 158 
2% m1 ae 


INTERCEPTIONS 
Ints Yds Longest Avg 


Wilson 6 182 9% 25.3 

Burson 5 3 42 mb 

Fischer 3 30° 16 100 

Stovall 2°15 18 150 
PUNTING 


Punts Yds Longest Avg 
Bakken 26 «1098-56 42.2 
Smith 39-1532 239.3 


PUNT RETURNS 


Rets Yds Longest Avg 
Sveti 3. 2 12 = 70 
Woodson 16 97 13° 08 


ie KICKOFF RETURNS 


: Rets Yds Longest Avg 
Weodson 27 665 6504.6 
Gambrell 9 216 31-240 


OFFENSE 
RECEIVERS Ht Wt Age Exp. College ‘Comments 

Conrad, Bobby Joo (F) 62 195 30 9 Texas ARM Conrad and Randle represent awesome one-two 
Gambrell, Billy (8) 510 175 24 4 — SouthCarolina threat. Between them they picked up 100 com- 
Logan, Chuck (T) 64 210 23 3_—_Northwestern pletions last year. Bobby Joe has 254 in four 
Ogden, Ray (F) 65 215 23 «2 ~~ Alabame years. Smith established at tight end with sup- 
Randle, Sonny (S) 62 19-30, BS Virginia port from Logan. Gambrell is versatile. Drulis 
Smith, Jackie (T) 54 HE Bh 4 NW Levitan Ic 204 ol Sonat bro and ciriet CArd anita 
Drulis, Chuck Jr.(F)_ 631523 Duke coach, RATING—VERY GOOD 

(3)—Split end __(T)—Tight end (F}Flanker 


Se ne 
INTERIOR LINEMEN, 


DeMarco, Bob (C) 63 40 &_Cayton This is same line that provided enough blocking 
Goode, Irv (6) 65 250-5 Kentucky in 1964 for Johnson to than 3,000 
Gray, Ken (6) 62 250 30 9 Howard Payne —yards passing. All are established: DeMarco 
McMillan, Ernie (T) 6-6 260-28. &_—sifinos in the middie, flanked by Goode and Gray, 
Reynolds, Bob (T) 65 25 27 4 — BowlingGreen with McMillan and Reynolds at the tackles. 
Sortun, Rick (6) 62 235-233 Washington Sortun, Turner are sometime performers. Brooks 
Turner, Herschel (G-T) 63 230 24 «3 Kentucky is up from taxi squad. The key to ‘66 is right 
Brooks, Chuck (T) &5 245 23 = «1 Memphis State here. RATING—VERY GOOD 
(T)—Tackle __(G)—Guard__(C)—Center 
a NR rt er 
QUARTERBACKS 
Johnson, Charley to wm 7 6 Everything depends on Johnson's recovery from 
Humphrey, Buddy ‘2 mt 2 shoulder injury. Humphrey couldn't do it test 
Nofsinger, Terry 64 5 BG year. Nefsinger Is 2 filLin, Snook, sets look 
Snook, Gary Sen atter great lowa career. RATING-—FAIR 


LS fla a 
RUNNING BACKS 


Childress, Joe (H) 60 210 32 «10 Auburn Childress was hurt last year and Triplett had 
Crenshaw, Willis (F) 62 230 25 3 — Kansas State fo carry too much of load, especially after 
Gautt, Prentice (F) 61 210 28 «7 ~~ Oklahoma, disabling illness of year earlier. Crenshaw 
Thornton, Bill (F) S125 264 Nebraska showed flashes. Thornton and Gautt are re- 
Triplett, Bill (H) 62 20 2% § Miami (O.) serves. Gautt suffered broken arm after six 
Roland, Johnny (H) 62 207 2% 1 Missouri games. Roland was much-sought high draft, 
Bryant, Larry (F) 1 Allen University may work on det RATING-FAIR : 


61 207 
(H)—Halfback 


(F)—Fullback 
ape cc eS cee et aE 

KICKER : 
Bakken, Jim 60 200 25 5 Wisconsin Bakken _has top record. RATING—EXCELLENT 
mn 

DEFENSE 

FRONT LINEMEN 
Brumm, Don (E) 630 45 HA Purdue Front line is intact from last year, with Brumm, 
Long. Dave (E) 64 235 1 twa Robb, Silas and Owens. Silas could be a real 
McQuarters, Ed (T) 61-25-23. 2— Oklahoma comer. McQuarters saw limited action last 
Lucas, Harold (T) 62 286 «20 «1 ~— Michigan State year. Cards, in their second and third dratt 
Melinkovich, Mike (E) 64 240 24 2 Gray Harbor choices in this department, went for Harold 
Owens, Luke (T) &3 255 -30«10—SsKent State Lucas, fireplug Big Ten tackle (286) and Dave 
Redmond, Tom (E) 65 255 28-7 Vanderbilt Long, big prospect from lowa. If this group cen 
Robb, Joe (E) &3 245-278 Texas Christian play up to its 1964 performance, Cards will be 
Silas, Sam (T) 64 250-4 So. Illinois back in Eastern Conference contention. If not, 
Walker, Chuck (T) 630 5 3 ke forget it. RATING—GOOD 

(T)—Tackle 


(E)—End 
ene 
LINEBACKERS 


Alford, Mike (O) 63 200-232 Auburn Meinert in middle flanked by Stallings and 
Hammack, Mal (O) 62 0 33 10 ‘Florida Koman looks like Cards’ basic fineup. Koman 
Koman, Bill (0) 62 230 31 11_—NorthCarolina talks big but plays big, too. Meinert's a real 
Megayesy, Dave (O) 6&2 220 4 4 Syracuse top-notcher as play analyst. Hammack is seek- 
Meinert, Dale (M) 62 20 32 9 Oklahoma State ing to hang on; Megayesy, Alford and Sim- 
Simmons, Dave (M) 4 We 82) Srctola tec mons are reserves. Mation Rushing went. to 
Stallings, Larry (O) 62 254 Georgia Tech Atlanta in draft, RATING—FAIR 


(O)—Outside linebacker __(M)—Middle Tinpbacher 
eR STERN So es eo ARR ENT REET ERT 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 


Bailey, Monk (S) 61 180-3 (Utah Wilson, standout in courage department, 
Burson, Jimmy (C) 61 180-254 Auburn shares ‘safety role with Jerry Stovall, Burson 
Fischer, Pat (C) 59 170-28 & Nebraska gained confidence despite sour Card season 
Stovall, Jerry (5) 62 205 LSU. and had five interceptions. Fischer, probably 
Wilson, Larry (5) 60 19 «87 (Utah smallest defensive back in league, is one of 
Woodson, Abe (5) 511190 319 ilinois. best. Bailey is reserve, RATING—GOOD 
(C)—Corner back 


(S)—Safety 2 


The Cards start their 1966 campaign on a slightly dif- 
ferent note from last year. They have a new ball pack, 
anew coach and a new problem at quarterback. Actual- 
ly the latter is a carryover from last year, when Charley 
Johnson struggled through the season with a shoulder 
injury, a dramatic and very relevant factor in the 
Cardinals’ ultimate fifth-place finish. 

The new Riverfront ball park is a dandy, a reflec- 
tion of the pride St. Louisans feel in their city. It 
opened for baseball last spring. The new coach is 
Charlie Winner, who was a defensive assistant for a 
dozen years with the Baltimore Colts. 

Charley is a son-in-law of Weeb Ewbank and was 
good enough to be retained by Baltimore when Weeb 
moved over to run the New York Jets in the other 
league. The reason given for Winner’s replacing Wally 
Lemm is a dandy. The management said that Wally, 
who had another year to go on a two-year contract, 
didn’t want to make his year-around home in St. Louis. 

Charlie went along with the gag: The day he 
signed, he announced he was making his year-around 
home in St. Louis. Sometimes, not often, but some- 
times, football front-office people think and act like 
baseball people in their contempt for the intelligence 
of the public. 

Lemm isn’t coaching St. Louis any more because 
Charley Johnson was hurt in the fourth game of the 
season against Washington. It wasn’t even his throwing 
shoulder, but if the non-throwing shoulder is injured 
sufficiently it can affect your style. Charley’s stand-in, 
Buddy Humphrey, who had been watching a half- 
dozen years, was asked to step in and take charge and 
clearly he couldn’t do it. He threw one TD pass and 
nine interceptions. That’s the real reason Wally Lemm 
is coaching at Houston. 

There were other items that helped. John David 
Crow, who didn’t care for the way things were run in 
St. Louis, was traded straight-up to San Francisco for 


Abe Woodson. Bill Triplett came back from a year’s 
illness to be the leading Card rusher, but Joe Childress 
was lost for the year. Larry Stallings, one of the outside 
linebackers, was injured. 

The Cards were upset by the Eagles in the open- 
er, but roared back with an immense victory over the 
Cleveland Browns during which Johnson threw a half- 
dozen TD passes, and the defense picked off six 
Brown passes. This had to be an omen, but a couple 
of games later Johnson was hurt and the season ended 
there. (Actually it ended late in December with the 
Cards dropping the last of six straight losses.) 

Winner inherits some fine personnel. The in- 
terior line is established and it provided the pass block- 
ing for Johnson in 1964 that enabled him to pick up 
3,000 yards. Name a better pair of receivers than Bobby 
Joe Conrad and Sonny Randle. Conrad has caught 
254 tosses in the past four seasons. 

The defensive line is intact from last year and 
one of the newcomers here is Harold Lucas, the 290- 
pound Michigan State lineman who used to mow the 
opposition down like dominoes in the Big Ten. Any- 
time someone 290 or thereabouts leans on the opposi- 
tion it has to yield like dominoes. Lucas’ explanation 
of his heft is that he doesn’t eat much, but “often.” 

The linebacking is first class, with Dale Meinert, 
Billi Koman and Larry Stallings holding down the regu- 
lar spots. The top four in the defensive backfield are 
also top-notch. Pat Fischer, a 5-9, 170-pound ball of 
fire, used to stand out above all the rest defensively, but 
last year Larry Wilson wrested the spotlight from him. 

So Winner doesn’t go into St. Louis with empty 
pockets. Yet it all comes down to whether Johnson 
makes a comeback in his sixth campaign. There is only 
one thing worse that can happen to a club than having 
its bus run through a closed railroad gate. And that’s 
an injury to the star quarterback with an inadequate 
backup. Ask Wally Lemm. o 


Charley Johnson's performance through most 
of the 1965 campaign was not up to par. 

An injury to his left shoulder—not on his 
passing arm—cut his playing time, 
completion record and TD tosses way back 
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to build any big hopes around for this season 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 


There’s a new coach, but no improvement in players 


Prediction: Sixth 


WASHINGTON REDSKIN 


1965 RECORD (6-8-0) 


7 Cleveland = 17 


7. Dallas a 
10 Detroit 4 
16. St. Louts 7 
7 Baltimore 38 
24 St. Louis 20 
23 Philadelphia 21 
23 New York 7 


14 Philadelphia 21 
31 Pittsburgh 3 
34 Dallas 3 
16 Cleveland = 24 
10 NewYork 27 
38 Pittsburgh = 14 


SCORING 


TDs PATs FGs Total 
o 7 10 of 


6 9 0 % 

Mitchell $0 0 % 

Lewis 40 0. mM 
RUSHING 


Ds 
Taylor 145 4023 
leh 117 2 2 
Hughley 37 1750 
Atkins 18440 


PASSING 
AttsComps Yds TDs Ints Pct 


Jurgensen 356 190 2177 15 16 53.4 

Shiner 65 847034 AB 
RECEIVING 

Recs Yds TDs Avg 

Mitchell 60 866 G4 

Taylor 0 57 3 4 

Carpenter 2 (C2 

Lewis 2B 2m 2 13 


INTERCEPTIONS 
Ints Yds Longest Avg 


Krause 6 118 43 (196 

Sample 6 @ mM M2 

Steffen 3 56 167 

Sanders 4 1 42 «302 
PUNTING 


Punts Yds Longest Avg 
Richter 54236472 43.8. 
Snidow «9 38h. 97D. 


PUNT RETURNS 


Rets Yds Longest Avg 
Harris 3034S 12.8 
Atkins 2. Ai a7 


KICKOFF RETURNS 


Rets Yds Longest Ava 
Hunter 17 455 5026.7, 
Hughley 13 2% 4722.3 


OFFENSE 

RECEIVERS Ht. ‘Wt. Age Exp. College Comments 
Carpenter, Pres (T) ot 208 2 Arkansas Mitchell must regain top form of couple year 
Coia, Angelo (S) 62 196 2B 7 US.C. ago if Redskins are to make showing here. Coi 
Hunter, Bill (F) b4 185 2 2 Syracuse can do it at split end, but Carpenter could 
Mazurek, Fred (S) St 192 3 2 Pittsburgh be pushed at tight end by Jerry Smith, who 

Bobby (F) 60 1% ci) 9 IHinois played last five games of '65 when Pres was 
Pat (S-T) 65 229 r 4 Wisconsin injured. RATING—FAIR 

(S)—Splitend (Tight end —_(F)—Flanker 
a SE SG 

INTERIOR LINEMEN 
Croftcheck, Don (G) 61 230 rs 2 Indiana There's plenty of guard talent here with Pro- 
Haus, Len (C) 62 B53 Georgia muto, Dess, Reed, Croftcheck, but tackle spots 
O'Brien, Fran (T) ot 255 30 e Michigan State are thin after you get past 1965 regulars O'Brien 
Promuto, Vince (G) ot 245 B a Holy Cross and Snowden. Hauss is a solid pivot. te- 
Reed, Bob (G) ol 250 n 2 Tennessee A&i placements in there, Jurgy could flinch once in 
Seedborg, John (G-K) 6-0 a 2B 2 Arizona State ‘a while from pass blocking. Maybe Otto will try 
Snowden, Jim (T) 63 25 B 2 Notre Dame high drafts like Walter 3, Dick Lemay in 
Dess, Darrell (G) 60 45 31-9 —N. Carolina State this area. RATING—FAIR 
(TTackle — (G)—Guard —_(C)—Center 
a se ER SSS 

QUARTERBACKS 


Jurgensen, Sonny $0 205 32 10 Duke Jurgy threw only 15 TD passes last season. 

Shiner, Dick 60 197 243 Maryland Shiner's picking up polish. RATING—FAIR 

ee se a RRS A RES RR A RHETT RS 
RUNNING BACKS 


Barrington, Tom (F) 61 218 «22 «1 Ohio State Much depends on Taylor's third year. Ankle 
Briggs, Bob (F) G1 225-23 2_—Ceentral St. (Okla.) hampered him last year, but he was still best 
Ferguson, Bob (F) 5-11 225 24 3 Ohio State ‘on one leg. The other spot is open. Barrington's 
Hughley, George (F) 62 226 25 2 Central St. (Okla.) high draft hope. Ferguson gets final look. 
Michel, Tom (H) 60 25 2 2 EastCarolina Michel, ex-Viking, is journeyman, Hughley has 
Taylor, Charley (H) 63 210 3 Arizona State lots of zip but can't block. RATING—FAIR 
(F)—Fullback —. (H)—Halfback 

SS SST 

KICKER 
Gogolak, Charley 510 165 21-1 Princeton All eggs are in rookie basket. RATING—?? 


ae trans te aeri or ERS Te STL ean CRA 


DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN 
Walter (1) 63 0 2 1_—Nebraska Paluck may quit for dental school which would 
ick (T) 63 258 24 2 Colorado State _be real ache. If he plays, he and Kammerer 
Kammerer, Karl (E) 63 430-2) & (UU of Pacific will hold down ends. retired but 
Paluck, John (E) 62 45 9__~Pittsburgh Kammerer won job mid-season anyway. Rutgens, 
Rutgens, Joe (T) 62 BS Ob Minos n 
Snidow, Ron (E-T) 63 0-4 Oregon sched retirement 
Williams, Fred (1) 64 756 36 1S Arkansas ‘age, but is ok in spots. Barnes was second 
Yates, Earl (T) 64 25 21k pick in draft after unprecedented use of first 
Lemay, Dick (E) 63 235-231. —“Vanderbilt pick for kicker. RATING—FAIR 
(E)—End —_(T)—Tackle 
eS SSE 
LINEBACKERS 
‘Adams, Willie (0) 42 285 «22-2 New Mex. State There's real problem here, particular 
Hamburger, Chris(O) 6-2 218 += 24S 2—SsNorth Carolina —_ doesn't come back. Carr, Pellegini retired. That 
Huff, Sam (M) 61 230-3211. West Virginia puts Sam in middle flanked by inexperienced 
Reger, John (0) $0 220 35 12__—~Pittsburgh Hamburger and Adams. RATING—POO! 


(©}—Outside linebacker (M)—Middle linebacker 
esata err Mane Lea 


DEFENSIVE BACKS i 

Clay, William (C) 61 192 1 Mississippi This could prove fine unit despite loss of 

Rickie (C) 60182 «2 Artzona firing Sample. Krause, All-League two years, 
Krause, Paul (S) $3 1% M3 lows has 18 interceptions for that period, and no one 
Sanders, Lonnie (C)  & 3. 207-24. 4s Michigan State else comes close. Smith or Walters play other 
Shorter, Jim (C) Sit 185 28S (etrolt safety spot. Corners are held down by Sanders, 
‘Smith, Jerry (S) 62 208 «= 23 2 AArizona State Steffen. Lonnie is called for interference more 
Steffen, Jim (C) so 1% M8 UCLA often than is healthy. Harris did well in rookie 
Walters, Tom (S) 62 195 24 3 Southern Miss. season. RATING GOOD 


(C)—Corner back 


Trading draft choices for established players is a lot 
like buying furniture on the installment plan. The old 
front parlor looks pretty nifty for a while, but inevita- 
bly the guy from the collection agency shows up asking 
for payment due. 

That’s the way it was with Washington last year, 
and among the heads that rolled was the ample-browed 
one owned by Bill McPeak, the club’s head coach- 
general manager. The previous year McPeak had got- 
ten lucky with a couple of high-round picks like 
Charley Taylor and Paul Krause. Trades brought Sam 
Huff, Angelo Coia, Pres Carpenter and Sonny Jurgen- 
sen, and the ball club, with a half-dozen victories, won 
twice as many as the previous year. 

But Washington had to sit on its hands at the fol- 
lowing year’s draft meeting while the other clubs 
picked in the Redskins’ stead. Washington wound up 
with the same half-dozen victories in ’65 and McPeak 
wound up with a job in TV, replaced by Hall-of-Famer 
Otto Graham, who came in on a five-year deal reported 
to be worth in the vicinity of a half-million bucks. Gra- 
ham, whose coaching experience had been confined to 
the no-pressure atmosphere of the U. S. Coast Guard 
Academy, oddly enough came off a TV job (color 
man for the N. Y. Jets), indicating the inherent flexi- 
bility of the insatiable medium. (It taketh, but it also 
giveth back.) 

Otto took over late in January, so the draft, etc., 
was behind him. Washington’s No. 1 draft pick was 
unprecedented—a kicker, Charley Gogolak. It was the 
first time within memory that a specialist, toe division, 
had been accorded this honor by a club. After that 
Washington got around to its other needs—runners, 
linemen, etc. 

The club suffered badly in the running depart- 
ment when Charley Taylor sustained an ankle injury 
before the season started. The big-back attack was 
never there, placing an inordinate burden on the 


throwing of Sonny Jurgensen, and Jurgy’s TD pro- 
duction suffered accordingly. 

Many experts picked Washington to top the East 
last year, or at least make a strong bid for the title. But 
the club let the forecasters down badly. As a result not 
many will give the Redskins more than a break-even 
outlook for 66. But the stuff is there and as Otto put it 
so succinctly, “No one expects the Redskins to win the 
championship this year. But if we put a good football 
team out on the field, the championship will take 
care of itself.” 

The “good” football team will include a number 
of top-notch people, including Paul Krause, All-Pro 
safety in his two years in the NFL, Bobby Mitchell, the 
speedy receiver and Taylor, the runner-receiver threat. 
And there’s always Sam Huff in the middle on defense. 

A number of Washington standbys are gone 
from the ’66 picture, their usefulness at an end for one 
reason or another. Among them, Johnny Sample, the 
defensive back, Rick Casares, the fullback, and Bill 
Quinlan, the defensive lineman, could be counted on to 
make headlines off the playing field as well as on. Their 
passing should be noted. 

Sample’s last official act with the Redskins was to 
be suspended for failing to turn in six playbooks, a 
record, since the usual rate is one playbook to a player. 
Casares will be remembered for triggering the investi- 
gation that led to the suspension of Paul Hornung and 
Alex Karras for gambling. Quinlan, who played with 
a couple of championship Packer clubs, started a fight 
between Ben Scotti, a 185-pound defensive back, and 
John Mellekas, a 260-pound lineman, with a remark 
about Rozelle on the weekend the NFL played its full 
complement of games after the death of President 
Kennedy. Result? Scotti proceeded to break both 
hands beating Mellekas into a pulp. 

Otto Graham is sure going to miss this trio, but 
he’ll have Jurgy for entertainment. a 


Washington's defense is one of its few 
strong points. Here, linebackers 

John Reger (51) and Sam Huff (70) and 
safety Paul Krause (26) put the 

brakes on an unfortunate Lion runner 
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Nelsen 
Wade 


the Steel City is even sure what his name will be 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 


The name of the game is quarterback—and nobody in 


Prediction: Seventh 


PITTSBURGH STEELERS 


es RECORD (2-12-0) 
Groen Bay 4 

1 SanFrnceco 2 

13 NewYork = 23 

19 Cleveland = 24 


7 St. Louis 20 
20 Philadelphia 14 
2 Dail 3 
17 St. Louis a 
17 Dallas 24 


3 Washington 31 
2 Cleveland «42 
10 NewYork 35 
13 Philadelphia 47 
14 Washington 35 


SCORING 
TDs PATs FGs Total 
Clark oN oe 
Ballman #6 0:4 
Hoak 6 8 8 & 
Lind 2.0 0 
RUSHING 


Atts Yds Ds Avg 
Hoak 1314285 
Lindt a a ag 
Peaks = 472300 
Butler 46 0B 


PASSING 
Atts Comps Yds TDs Ints Pct 


2 121 «19787 48.8 

6 33 403-213-500 
RECEIVING 

Recs Yds TDs Avg 

Ballman 40 859 5215 

Thomas 2% 41 61 «72 

Und 2 26 1 94 

Hoak 9 MP 1 186 

INTERCEPTIONS 

Ints. Yds Longest Avg 

J. Bradshaw 5 117 82 23.4 

Woodson 3 87 61 29.0 

Sherman 1 35 35 350 

Keys 1 2% 20 20.0 
PUNTING 


Punts Yds Longest Avg 
Lambert 78 3518 6945.7 


PUNT RETURNS 


Rets Yds Longest Avg 
Jefferson 13 100 677.6, 
Keys 0 7, te a7 


KICKOFF RETURNS 


Rets Yds Longest Avg 
2% 50938204 
2 4 ee 


: OFFENSE 
RECEIVERS Ht «Wt. Age Exp. College Comments 

- Ballman, Gary (3) 6&1 205 «28 = Ss Michigan State —_Baliman, who is easily the best here, has been 
Jefferson, Roy (S-F) $215 232 “Utah close to All-League caliber last three seasons. 
Martha, Paul (F) so 1 M3) rit Jefferson showed progress at end of rookie 
i 61 19 23. 2_~——Bethune-Cookman campaign. Martha, local favorite, is still a 
6&2 19 21 1 . SouthCarolina question mark. Wilburn's a most promising 
65 20 2_sRichmond Need for tight end is pressing and Mike 
Robey te Os ob BR a i eeinata ight be shifted there from fullback 

Powers, John (T) 62 20 2% Notre Dame slot. RATING—FAIR 


(S)—split end (1) —Tight end Hanks 


INTERIOR LINEMEN 


Bradshaw, Charles (T) 66 260 30 9 Baylor There are lots of problems here and rookies 
‘Dan (1) 64 50 «6-2 «= 7_—(OOhio State will have to Holp out. Bradshaw and Jame: 
Ray (6) 40 240 «31 10—sNotre Dame might get push from Nichols and Gagner, both 
Sandusky, Mike (G) S11 235.3110. Maryland of whom come with considerable reps. Lemek, 
Hunter, Art (C) 64 M5 -33«12__—Notre Dame Sandusky shape up as guards, Magac and 
Killorin, Pat (C) 62 md M1 Syracuse i 
Magac, Mike (6) 6340. 287 Missourt ‘a8 reserve for veteran Hunter at center. Steelers 
‘Adamchik, Ed (G) 62 8 2 Pit will generate as feeble an attack in ‘66 as they 
Gagner, Larry (T) 3240.22 t_—‘Florida did in ‘65, unless there's marked improvement 
Nichols, Bob (7) 6&3 0 232 Stanford here. RATING—FAIR 
(Tackle ()—Guard (C} Center . 
QUARTERBACKS 
Nelsen, Bill io 1% om 4 (USC. Nelsen comes off knee surgery and has the job 
Wade, Tommy si 1% MO Tones until someone else proves otherwise. Wade 
Dial, Beniy GI 188 «21 1_—«E.NewMexico. hasn't been fested yet. Lucas was a good foot- 
Lucas, Ken 510185 tit bail name in western Pa. RATING—FAIR 
RUNNING BACKS 
Hoak, Dick (H) S11 180 26 6 Penn State Rushing game was pitiful during ‘65 campaign. 
Lind, Mike (F) 62 M0 28 «5 Notre Dame Hoak, Lind, Peaks fail to provide explosive 
Peaks, Clarence (H-F) 61 220 ©«30-«10-~—=«Michigan State qualities necessary. High hopes for Cannonball 
Butler, Jim (H) 510 185 23 «2d. Waters Coll. Butler faded in bad season. Leftridge has size 
‘Sapp, Theron (H) 1 UM CU Georgia and was sought in draft. Sapp has been around 
Leftridge, Dick (F) &2 240 21 1 WestVirginia. awhile. RATING—FAIR 
(F)—Fullback __(H)—Halfback 
a RR SSS 
KICKERS 
Clark, Mike am me 4 TaAaM Clark is just fair in point-making department. 
Lambert, Frank 2 Mississippi Lambert punts ok. RATING—FAIR 
DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN 
Baker, John (E) 70 30 9  N.Car.College Given their pick here, other NFL clubs would 
MeGee, Ben (E) 63 250 2% 3 Jackson State probably take McGee, who made it as rookie. 
Mallick, Fran (E) 63 45 2None Hinton's no slouch, either. Baker is journeyman 
Gunnels, Riley (T) $3 255 97 Georgia getting mileage out of having flattened Y. A. 
Hinton, Chuck (T) 65 260-27 4_—N. Gar, College _ Tittle two years ago. Gunnels has been around. 
Kortas, Ken (T) 64 280 4 «3 Louisville Kortas came from Cards last year, has size. No 
Mansfield, Ray (T) 63 50 244 -Washington stars here. RATING—FAIR 
(Ey—End | (Tackle : 
LINEBACKERS sats 
Breedlove, Rod (0) = G2 205-287 Maryland | It's Pottios in the middie again if he stays 
Breen, Gene (O) 62 730-2 = -3——“Virginia Tech —whole. Otherwise look 40 Schmitz. Russell is 
Campbell, John (0) 63-225. B84 Minnesota back from two years in army. He was a pleasant 
Pine, Ed (0) 62 MO OS i 
Potfios, Myron (M) 62 40 0 Breedlove, Breen, Campbell, Pine, Sa 
‘Schmitz, Bob (M) 1 25 BO this has fo be the catch-all of the NFL. 
Russell, Andy (O) 62 NS 2 gratz looks like best of new Weakness 
Saul, Bill (0) 64 OBA here puts an overwhelming burden on the front 
Novogratz, Joo(M) 6-2-2302) tt four, RATING-POOR 


(O)—Outside linebacker (oy Midale linebacker 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 


Bradshaw, Jim (S) : Chattanooga Thomas goes back to defense in effort to keep 
. Mississippi State unit from breaking down. Too much pressure 

| Colorado State on ‘it last year had this effect. Bradshaw was 

Oklahoma smartest of this group with five interceptions. 


Woodson, Mary (5) 
Hohn, Bob (C) 
Johnson, Herm (5) 
Lofquist, Kraig (S) 
(S)—Corner back 


Keys plays well against certain clubs. Daniel, 
smallest of group, is on other corner. Johnson 
‘was good prospect two years ago with Mich. 

State, RATING—FAIR = 


Heugeee | 


aaNewcen 


The Pittsburgh Steelers have sent a player to the U. S. 
Supreme Court (Byron White) and a player to the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame’s pantheon of great players 
(Bill Dudley), but they have never sent a team to an 
NEL title playoff. And the prospects for any break in 
a tradition extending over more than three decades are 
dim, dim, dim as the Steelers struggle to clamber from 
the league cellar. 

Last year Pittsburgh had the worst record in the 
pros, two meager victories against a dozen losses. The 
management changed coaches before the season 
started, then changed coaches after the season ended. 
Bill Austin, a blond young man who has known title 
games as both a player (New York) and as an assistant 
coach (Green Bay) will now have a shot at it. He can 
only go as far as the horses can take him. To travel 
somewhat afield in search of an analogy, the current 
edition of the Steelers looks more like the entry for 
some claiming race than it does for the Kentucky 
Derby classic. 

There are first-class operatives spotted through- 
out the lineup, but in scarcely sufficient numbers. Gary 
Ballman, the gifted receiver, is All Pro, or close to it. 
Given a big fullback to operate alongside, Dick Hoak 
could be as good as almost any No. 2 running back in 
the league. Jim Bradshaw is a fine defensive back. But 
everywhere the Steelers need help that just doesn’t 
seem to be there. In an era of unprecedented prosper- 
ity, the Steelers, with their half-filled park on home 
Sundays, constitute a poor relation. 

The indifference of the customers, in an area that 
goes back to before the turn of the century in its in- 
terest in the pro game, is a matter of deep concern to 
the NFL’s high councils. Or it should be, with this 
year’s tradition-shattering decision lifting the ban on 
hometown TV while the home team is playing. Does 
the Steeler customer continue climbing the mountain 
on which Pitt Stadium is perched to see his home club 


drop another this fall? Or does he stay home to watch 
the Packers or the Browns on TV? 

The Steelers had high hopes last year for a 
rookie runner named Jim Butler, who only stood 5-10 
and weighed 185. He came to them with unbelievable 
credentials, such as six carries, six TDs in a single game 
for Edward Waters College, etc. NFL competition cut 
Cannonball down to size. The big hope this year is a 
much larger rookie, Dick Leftridge, and he’s from 
much-closer West Virginia. Leftridge scales 240, and 
the Steelers rated him their No. 1 pick. 

Leftridge will have to step into the shoes that 
John Henry Johnson left behind. Strange as it may 
seem, a large portion of the Steeler hopes were built 
around the return of John Henry, the aging heavy- 
duty back who sat out the 1965 campaign with a leg 
injury. Doubters held that a man of his age (36) 
couldn’t come back. Hopefuls pointed out that John- 
son seemed to improve with age. Then, in June, the 
Steeler brass suddenly gave Johnson his unconditional 
release. Leftridge is really on the spot, now. 

Pittsburgh finally gave up on jolly Ed Brown as 
its field general last season, and this year Bill Nelsen 
gets what may turn out to be his final chance. Last year 
Nelsen was not impressive as Brown’s successor. He 
threw eight TD passes, was intercepted twice as many 
times. Tommy Wade threw two TD passes, was in- 
tercepted 13 times. For a record almost as sour, one 
must go to the Cards’ Buddy Humphrey (1 TD, nine 
times intercepted). 

No one is trading away quarterbacks, not even 
for a fistful of draft choices anymore, so the Steelers 
go along with Nelsen. For the sake of Art Rooney, and 
the rest of the nice guys whose fortunes are tied up 
with the Steelers, it is fervently hoped that Nelsen has 
learned a good deal watching the Steelers pile up a 
mark of 14-25-3 in the three years he has been with 
the Pittsburgh club. Oo 


Bill Nelsen (14) will get an opportunity 
to be the full-time field general of 

the Steelers this year, and it will be on 

his arm that the hopes—slim as 

they are—of the Pittsburgh club will ride 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 


Newborn teams fare badly at the start, and there’s no 


reason to think this club will be an exception Prediction: Eighth 


ATLANTA FALCONS 


SCORING 
TDs PATs FGs Total 

Jencks (Wash.) 0 

Lewis (Wash.) 40 8 

Dunn (Dallas) r 0 40.18 
RUSHING. 


Atts Yds 1D: 
Lewis (Wash.) 117 3432 
Dunn (Dallas) 54171 23.2 
Wheelwright(N.¥.)24 9% 0 
0 


Coffey (Green Bay) 312 40 
PASSING 

Atts Comps Yds TDs Ints Pct 

Claridge 1 1 13° 0 0 1000 

(Green Bay) 

RECEIVING 

Recs Yds TDs Avg 

Lewis (Wash.) % mm 2 10 

Mack (Pitt.) ey a 


Johnson (San Fran.) 3 49 0 16.3 


INTERCEPTIONS 


Ints Yds Longest Avg 
Benz (Cleve.) 5 78 A 15h 
Sherman (Pitt.) 1 3 3% 350 


PUNTING 


Punts Yds Longest Avg 
Franklin (Cleve) 4 2 3 78 


PUNT RETURNS. 


Rets Yds Longest Avg 
Hawkins (Balt) = 44 1814 
Silvestri (StL) 93 2 12-70 


KICKOFF RETURNS 


Rets Yds Longest Avg 
Silvestri (StL) 4 % 2% 24.0 
Johnson (San Fran.) 4 71 717.8 


OFFENSE 2 

RECEIVERS Ht. WE Age Exp. College ‘Comments 
Hawkins, Alex (S) 61 18 29-8 ~— South Carolina. Hawkins is convinced he can make it as receiv 
Casey, Charlie (F) 1 1% 1 Florid: er and will get chance. Casey was best in SEC 
Martin, Billy (T) 65 M0 23.3 Georgia Tech _last year. Martin has to fight off only Anderson 
Anderson, Tax (T) 62 215 26 5 ~— Georgia Tech for tight-end spot. Mack is prone to injuries. 
Mack, Red (S) 510 18 2 6 Notre Dame Petties could surprise as best in draft. The 
Potties, Neil (F) ei 3 Colts used him very sparingly. Barnes had look 
Barnes, Gary (F) 64 05 with Bears, RATING—FAIR a 
(S)—Split end (T)—Tight end (flanker 4 
TS 

INTERIOR LINEMEN = 
Grimm, Dan (6) 63 M5 25) 4 Colorado. Griver-and Simen Safe plaved Gediary ook 
Simon, Jim (G) 65 235 4 Miami (Fla.) has a lot of years on him. Whitlow was Lions’ 
Cook, Ed (6) 62 250 34 «9 Notre Dame regular center until he lost out to Ed Flanagan 
Whitlow, Bob (C) 62 236 30.7 Arizona in ‘65: no bad handoffs from him. Marchlewski 
Talbert, Don (T) 5 Oo 3 Texas was rookie with Rams. Linden was a Viking 
Marchlewski, Frank (C) 62 238 22 2 Minnesota starter. Ditto Lasky with Giants, but several 
Linden, Errol (T) 65 260-29 & Houston ends around league handled him too easily. 
Lasky, Frank (T) $2 25 2%. 3 Florida Talbert comes from Cowboys. RATING—FAIR 
(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard —_ (C)—Center 
asses RR Sr LT 

QUARTERBACKS 
Claridge, Dennis 63 225 24 3 Nebraska Claridge is only QB with big-league experience. 
Johnson, Randy 63 192-221 Texas ABI Johnson was high draft but some feel Sloan 
‘Sloan, Steve 60 185 2 1 Alabama could be real sleeper. RATING—POOR : 


Sa e079 nee 
RUNNING BACKS. 


Wheelwright, Ernie (F) 63 240 2B 3 So. Illinois Wheelwright i: gest candidehs: he's prone 
Coffey, Junior (F) 61 210 24 «= 2 Washington to injury but can go when right. Coffey can be 
Dunn, Perry Lee (H) 61 200-253 Mississippi used at half or full. Lewis was overworked with 
Lewis, Dan (H) 6-1 200 30 , Wisconsin. Washington club. Wolski's Notre Dame rep 
Johnson, Rudy (H) 541 190 4 3 Nebraska stems from a big day against Southern Cali- 
Wolski, Bill (H) 5-11 203 2 1 Notre Dame fornia. Asbury has size and ran well against 
Asbury, Willie (F) 6-1 225 2 1 Kent State small-schoo! competition. RATING—POOR 


(F)—Fullback —_(H) Halfback 
_ 
KICKER 


Jencks, Bob 65 27% 4 Miami(O.) Wash.’s top scorer last year. RATING—FAIR 


oe 


DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN 
Youmans, Maury (E) 64 23 2 7 Syracuse Youmans was Cowboy regular but comes off 
Williams, Sam (E) &5 235 «35 B_~ Michigan State —_knee surgery. Williams was long-time member 
Powell, 64 248 22-2 Northwestern of Lions’ Big Four. He started late because of 
$5 20 kG SMU se was occasional starter for Colts, 
inski, Chuck (T) 65 265 26 4 Penn State ditto for 49ers. Anderson was tried by 
Anderson, Roger (T) 65 265 23 3 Virginia Union Giants both ways. Powell was Rams’ No. 3 end 
Taylor, Bob (E) 63242 «27 «= 4_~—s Maryland State and Taylor's been around. RATING—FAIR 
(E)—End —(T)—Tackle 
ne ee RE SE 
LINEBACKERS 


Nobis, Tommy (M) 
Rushing, Marion (O) 


Texas 
So. IMlinois 


Nobis was prize draft, has spot 1 
he plays himself out of it. Rushing, Jobko are 


Jobko, Bill (O) Ohio State both experienced NFL hands; Messner, Heck 
Messner, Max (O) Cincinnati are backups. Lee's been with several clubs, 
Heck, Ralph (O} Colorado played with some fine Detroit Lion units. RAT- 
Lee, Monte (0) Texas ING—FAIR 


(O)—Outside linebacker 


DEFENSIVE BACKS : 
land, Richardson, Benz, 


Galland, Lee (C) Louisville consisting of C 

ichardson, Jerry (C) West Texas State Franklin would disgrace no one. Last two played 
Silvestri, Carl (C) Wisconsin couple of seasons with championship Browns, 
Smith, Ron (C) Wisconsin and Benz was starter. Calland started for Vi- 
Nelson, Andy (C) Memphis State kings, Richardson was Ram regular in 1964. 
Benz, Larry (S) Northwestern Smith comes from Bears, Nelson shows signs of 
Rassas, Nick (5) Notre Dame wear. Rassas, great Notre Dame punt returner, 
Franklin, Bobby (S) Mississippi was second draft pick. RATING—GOOD. 


(C)—Corner back 


middle until 


Atlanta is at the top of the list this year in at least two 
respects: alphabetically, and in the undisguised eager- 
ness of the other clubs to clash with the new Falcons 
on the field of battle as soon as possible. It isn’t every 
season that a grab-bag team pops up on the schedule; 
the lone regret in the East is that the newcomer plays a 
“swing” schedule, meeting every club in the NFL once 
instead of each Eastern Conference club twice. 

It isn’t the fault of the rival moguls that the first 
club to represent the gridiron-rich Southeast in big- 
time pro ball must inevitably prove a patsy in its pre- 
miere season. Winning clubs are not put together 
around a conference table. It took the Minnesota Vik- 
ings four years to move into a challenging position, 
and it took the Dallas Cowboys even longer. 

If those people who accounted for the sale of 
47,000 season tickets last winter were motivated by the 
hope they’d soon be taking part in a triumphal pro- 
cession, they are doomed to disappointment. Should 
Atlanta win more games than can be counted on one 
hand, it would be considered a phenomenally success- 
ful campaign. 

The core of all pro football is the heart, nerve 
and experience of the quarterback. Re the last qualifi- 
cation, the Falcons are laughable. Their one experi- 
enced quarterback, acquired in the expansion draft, 
threw one pass last year. The fact that Dennis Claridge 
also completed it is just a touch of irony. 

Norb Hecker is one of several earnest young 
men getting their first shot at head-coaching roles in 
1966. Hecker’s credentials are impeccable: He worked 
for Vince Lombardi at Green Bay. Inevitably, some of 
the Generalissimo’s know-how had to rub off. Hecker 
ran Lombardi’s defensive secondary, and now he’s run- 
ning the entire show. He will doubtless think back to 
the afternoons he watched a Bart Starr running the 
offensive show at Green Bay or a Zeke Bratkowski step- 
ping in when injury sidelined Bart. 


Hecker’s task borders on that facing the alchem- 
ists of yore: making something precious out of base 
metals. The only thing going for Norb is that there is 
no feudal lord of the manor with life-and-death powers 
impatiently tapping his toe outside the lab door. Or is 
there? Atlanta probably represents the heaviest single 
sports investment in history. A half-dozen years ago it 
cost $625,000 to stock a franchise. The Falcons paid 
almost 10 times that much. Add another couple mil- 
lion for bonus payments to untried youngsters, throw 
in training camp, operating costs, the incidentals of 
running the first year, etc., and the Falcons could rep- 
resent a $10-million investment. And that’s U.S. 
money, folks, not the Confederate variety. 

The local fanaticism for football, it is hoped, 
will carry the Falcons through their first few tough 
years. Georgia and Georgia Tech were drawing capac- 
ity crowds of 60,000 in the same area where the base- 
ball teams drew peanuts. Wisely, the new management 
has merged the Georgia and Georgia Tech colors for 
the Falcons’ finery. Merging the talents of the men 
made available by the 14 other clubs in the loop could 
be a somewhat more difficult task. 

Playing each rival only once, instead of a home- 
and-home series within its own conference, will have 
the Falcon coaching staff functioning differently from 
all others. Game films will be studied only for what 
the Falcon players do. There won’t be any need to note 
any idiosyncrasies of rival teams for future reference. 

There'll be a four-game segment within five 
weeks for the Falcons that will have the rest of the 
league, in fact the rest of football, watching with inter- 
est. In the following order, Atlanta plays San Francis- 
co, Green Bay, Cleveland and then, after a week’s lay- 
off, Baltimore. There is an excellent chance that the 
Falcons could be playing the 1967 title playoff prin- 
cipals on successive weekends—which would be both 
flattering and flattening. ia} 


Among the outstanding picks that the Falcons made in the NFL expansion 

draft are, from left, Maury Youmans, defensive end; Dan Grimm, guard; Alex Hawkins, 
receiver; Chuck Sieminski, defensive tackle; Dennis Claridge, quarterback; 

and Neal Petties, receiver. They comprise a good blend of youth and experience 


1965 NFL INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 


SCORING RUSHING 
TDs PATs FGs_ Total Atts Yards TDs Longest Avg 
Sayers, Chicago ..... ete eee oO oO 132* Brown, Cleveland . 289% 1544* 17* 67* 53 
Brown, Cleveland 21 fo) ie} 126 Sayers, Chicago 166 867 14 61 52 
Cox, Minnesota .. oO 44 23* = 113 Brown, Philadelphia .. 158 861 6 54 5.4* 
Davis, San Francisco . 0 52* 17 103 Willard, San Francisco . 189 778 5 32 41 
Michaels, Baltimore 0 48 17 101 Taylor, Green Bay . 207 734 4 35 35 
Bakken, St. Louis .. meee NO 33 21 96 Brown, Minnesota .... 160 699 6 40 44 
Groza, Cleveland ....... i) 45 16 93 Perkins, Dallas . w ATP: 690 0 4 «39 
Chandler, Green Bay oO 37 ae 88 Frederickson, New York 195 659 5 41 34 
Leclerc, Chicago .. fo) 52¢ 11 85 Triplett, St. Louis .... 174 617 6 59 3.5 
Villanueva, Dallas . . te) 37 16 85 Mason, Minnesota .., 141 597 10 26 4.2 
PASSING 
Atts Comps PctComps Yards TDs Ints Pctints Avg Gain 

Bukich, Chicago ...... Ode 176 56.4 2641 20 9 29° 8.46 

Unitas, Baltimore ...... -. 282 164 58.2 2530 23 12 43 8.97* 

Brodie, San Francisco ..... 391* 242* 61.9* 3112* 30* 16 41 7.96 

Starr, Green Bay .. , 251 140 55.8 2055 16 9 3.6 8.19 

Morrall, New York ... 302 155 51.3 2446 22 12 4.0 8.10 

Tarkenton, Minnesota ..... 329 171 52.0 2609 19 11 3.3 7.93 

Snead, Philadelphia ..... . 288 150 52.1 2346 15 13 45 8.15 

Meredith, Dallas .......... 305 141 46.2 2415 22 13 43 7.92 

Gabriel, Los Angeles ....... 173 83 48.0 1321 11 5* 2.9* 7.64 

Jurgensen, Washington .... 356 190 53.4 2367 15 16 45 6.65 


Standings are based on per cent of completions, touchdown passes, per cent of interceptions and 
average yards gained, To qualify for championship rating, a player ‘must throw at least 140 passes. 


PASS RECEIVING 
Recs Yards TDs Longest Avg 
Parks, San Francisco .. 80* 1344* 12* 53 168 
McDonald, Los Angeles 67 1036 9 51 15.5 
Retzlaff, Philadelphia .. 66 1190 10 78 18.0 
Mitchell, Washington .. 60 867 6 80 14.5 


Casey, San Francisco .. 59 765 8 59 13.0 

Conrad, St. Louis ..... 58 909 5 71 (15.7 

Berry, Baltimore ..... 58 739 v4 40 12.7 

Morris, Chicago ...... 53 846 4 80 16.0 
PUNTING 


Punts Yards Longest Avg 
Collins, Cleveland ... 65 3036 71 46.7* 
Davis, San Francisco . 54 2473 65 45.8 
Lambert, Pittsburgh . 78* 3518* 69 45.1 
Richter, Washington . 54 2365 72 43.8 
Chandler, Green Bay . 74 3175 90° 42.9 


Studstill, Detroit .... 78* 3338 69 42.8 
Green, Chicago ..... 58 2477 66 42.7 
Walden, Minnesota .. 51 2147 61 42.1 
Baker, Philadelphia .. 37 1550 60 41.9 
Villanueva, Dallas ... 60 2508 58 418 


#1965 NFL leader 


46 


Boyd, Baltimore 
LeBeau, Detroit . 


Adderley, Green Bay 
Wilson, St. Louis ...... 
Krause, Washington . . 
Sharockman, Minnesota 
Ramsey, Philadelphia . . 


Wood, Green Bay 


Kelly, Cleveland . . 


INTERCEPTIONS 
Ints Yards TDs Longest Avg 
9* 78 1 24 8.7 


7 84 1 30 12.0 
6 175% 3* 44 29,2* 
6 153 1 96" 255 
6 118 0 43 19.7 
6 118 1 40 19.7 
6 74 #O 24 123 
6 65 O 28 108 


PUNT RETURNS 
Rets Yards TDs Longest Avg 


aoe 17. 265 2* 67° 15.6* 


Sayers, Chicago ....... 16 238 1 85* 149 
Harris, Washington . . 31 377° «1 57) 12.2 
Watkins, Detroit - 23 234 0 41 10.2 
Haymond, Baltimore ... 41* 403* O 55 9.8 
Roberts, Cleveland ..... 18 #162 0 51 9.0 
Alexander, San Francisco 35 262 0 40 75 
Stiger, Dallas-LA....... 16 120 O 22 75 
Renfro, Dallas... . - 24 #145 O 35 6.0 
Cross, Philadelphia .... . 14 79 0 16 5.6 


THE BIG LEAGUES MAKE PEACE 


The bitter feud between the NFL and AFL has 
finally been resolved, and January, 1967, will see the initial 


“world championship” encounter between loop kingpins 


No matter what the eventual destiny of pro football, 


1966 must go down as one of the memorable years in _ 


the game. The merger of the National and American 
Leagues; the ascendency of Pete Rozelle to the role of 
the most potent sports admi 
swift arrangement of a “world championship” game in 
January, all provide a kaleidoscopic background for 
a move that has changed the game almost as dramati- 
cally and drastically as would the addition of another 
down, a second fullback, or a penalty for an incom- 
pleted forward pass. 

A decade hence, people will remember 1966 as 
the year the two leagues got together, the year that 
peace came to pro football. It was peace, all right, al- 
though some of the handshakers had to be prodded 
into making the traditional out-stretched gesture. On 
both sides there were holdbacks; on both sides there 
was “never the twain shall meet” thinking. 


istrator in history; the 


Money smoothed it out on one hand; the vastly 
improved position of the AFL did it on the other. Now 
everyone is equal and the only sting the American 
League will feel will come once a year when those 20- 
year payments totaling $18 million, plus interest, fall 
due. And on the National League side, the owners of 


the New York Giants and San Francisco 49ers will have 
to live with the idea that having someone selling the 
same product down the street isn’t really too bad. 

The late, great NFL Commissioner Bert Bell had 
two theories on which the tremendous growth of pro 
football—National League variety—was based, apart 
from the action on the field. They were (one) absolute- 
ly no home TV during home games, and (two) one 
team to a city, thus barring a possibly tacky situation 
whereby a home club on the road could televise back 
while the other home club was playing. The Chicago 
Cards moved their franchise to St. Louis almost a 
decade ago for this very reason. 

Last winter Bell’s successor, Rozelle, after a half- 
dozen years of prosperity, convinced the NFL owners 
that TV during a home game—TV of another NFL 
game, that is—wouldn’t be injurious. Most games, he 
insisted, were sellouts. This would encourage the shut- 
out viewers to watch NFL football and ignore rival TV 
fare, implicitly inferior. It had tc do with providing 
more football, so TV could sell more time, so the NFL 
could get more money for its TV rights, etc. 

That in itself was an awesome step. However, 
rivals who had been mutual targets for total extirpa- 


NEL Commissioner Pete Rozelle is flanked by Tex Schramm, left, president of the NFL Dallas ; 
Cowboys, and Lamar Hunt, founder of the AFL and president of that league’s Kansas City Chiefs, after announcing 
news of the merger. The decision of the two pro grid loops ended a costly bidding rivalry for talent 


The Buffalo Bills will be shooting for an unprecedented third straight AFL title this year. 
Led by veteran quarterback Jack Kemp, above, and blessed with superb offensive and defensive lines, the Bills 
have an excellent shot at another crown, and an opportunity to prove something against the NFL's best 


THE BIG LEAGUES MAKE PEACE/ continued 


tion on one weekend became business partners the 
next. Rozelle is top man. Al Davis, the AFL commis- 
sioner, has been consigned, perhaps temporarily, to 
the nether regions. A great victory, apparently, dec- 
orates the crest of the oldest football league. 

But is it a great victory? “One more of these 
victories,” snapped a bitter principal to the NFL’s an- 
nounced unanimous decision to merge, “and we are 
undone. Frankly, I don’t think we can stand to have 
another such victory.” 

On the AFL’s side there were three dissenting 
votes, not the least vociferous being that of the New 
York Jets. They had, within the space of three years, 
built the franchise from bankruptcy into the keystone 
of the league, with 50,000 attendance averages for 
home games in Shea Stadium. “Why should we pay 
to come into their league?” demanded Sonny Werblin, 
Jets’ president. “We don’t need them. Maybe they 
should pay us.” 

What Werblin meant was that he didn’t need the 


NEL, perhaps. But how about such watering spots as 
Denver, Kansas City and Boston? If they didn’t need 
the NEL they certainly needed something. 

The pro fan, that much put-upon character who 
is a frequent subject for crocodile tears, written and 
radio-yammering divisions, comes out on top in this 
one. Win or lose he gets his big game early in January, 
whether he is in Needles, Calif., or N. Brattleboro, Vt. 
The fact that the TV rights will set a record in this 
one is incidental. Football has to come to him with its 
very best and the price will be right. 

Not so for this year’s crop of collegiate heroes. 
Their golden showers are over. The common draft, a 
few weeks before this season ends, takes care of this. 
The $250 thousand bonus for a linebacker, the million 
dollar package for a pair of backs, the yes-yes-yes is 
gone, along with the “baby sitter.” He’s the slithery 
person of peculiar persuasive talents whose sole job 
was to convince some 22-year-old that everyone in the 
world was out to skin him, fleece him, cheat him, every- 
one except, of course, this particular baby sitter. With 
a common draft and a “you play for us or you don’t 


Green Bay field general Bart Starr has guided the Packers to four Western Conference wins 
and three NFL titles in the past six seasons. The Packer dynasty figures to keep rolling in high gear in ’66, 
and if it needs any added incentive this time, there's the guarantee of a crack at the AFL champion 


play for anyone, young man” ultimatum, the need for 
the baby sitter is over. 

Actually, there are places to play other than in 
the super-league and it’s not exactly all broken glass 
and tin cans, either. The Continental League, now in 
its second year and reaching out for the major markets 
that will bring a TV package almost automatically, has 
plenty of salaries that top the previous NFL $5,000 
minimum, The Canadian League has its attractions, 
too. But the business of buying out some bull-necked 
kid’s father’s decrepit motel for five times its value, of 
wrapping ermine around the shoulders of some ade- 
noidal girlfriend of some campus hotshot, of coming 
up with the exact upholstery color for the $6,000 com- 
plimentary car, all that is over. 

What isn’t over, of course, is the implied threat 
of anti-trust action by some thwarted strongboy, born 
one year too late. He is going to want to know why 
someone with his exact talents received exactly 20 times 
the amount he received to sign only a year earlier? And 
the cost of living, his lawyer will say, has gone up, not 
down. You can count on assorted Congressmen to get 


into the act, demanding fair play, etc., for their far- 
flung constituents. They won’t be interested in the 
subsequent headlines. No, of course not. 

What the merger has immediately produced is a 
unit of 24 teams this year, 26 in two years. After that 
things grow vague, but associates of Rozelle know he 
feels quite strongly about “even” groups. What could 
be more “even” than four groups of seven clubs, which 
adds up to a nice round 28? That would divide the 
country into four quarters. Baltimore would find itself 
in the Northeast quadrant, and quite properly, al- 
though this would sort of spoil the fun the Bears have 
had shooting for Johnny Unitas. Maybe they could 
match them up in early July in a pre-season game. 

The merger means increased pressure on base- 
ball. Super-rivalries between top teams in the NFL and 
AFL which, formerly, had to be ignored, can now be 
consummated during the height of the baseball season, 
and on color TV, too. Baseball’s years of non-promo- 
tion, of sitting back and waiting for the customers, may 
well prove a costly error. Certainly the merger was 
bleak news for the baseball lords. Qo 
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BY JOHN BRODIE 
San Francisco 49ers’ Quarterback 


With only two pro seasons 
behind him, split end Dave Parks is 
an acknowledged NFL super-star 


GAME-BREAKER! 


John Brodie enjoyed his greatest pro season in 1965, as he 
led the San Francisco 49ers to a 7-6-1 won-lost mark and 
fourth place in the Western Conference. But he says he 
couldn’t have done it without a spectacular performance from 
split end Dave Parks. 


Has Dave Parks emerged as a super-star after just two 
seasons in professional football? I think so, and it isn’t 
simply because of great hands—which he has—but be- 
cause he has virtually everything else it takes to make 
it big in his profession. This includes a vital element: 
a good football team—to which he contributes greatly 
—and this factor actually spurs him to get the most 
from his own abilities. 

As a quarterback, I’m supposed to know what it 
takes to be a great receiver. Regardless of whether I do 
or not, I do know what it means to me to have one in 
the right place at the right time; a man I can depend 
upon to make the catch if I'm able to do my part. 
Physically, as I said, Parks has the great hands always 
present in a top receiver. To boot, he is strong, agile 
and fast. Technically, he is as good a pattern runner 
as there is in the game, executing sideline and post 
maneuvers as well as they can be done. 

What’s more, he has the competitive spirit, de- 
termination and courage that must be present before 
any man can become a super-star. It is this last quality 
that makes him what any football team has to have to 
lead the pack: a game breaker like Jimmy Brown or 
Gale Sayers, men who can go all the way at any time. 
We depend on Dave for the big play. 

All of this is pretty high praise, but I don’t think 
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anybody can punch holes in it. During the past two 
seasons, Dave has earned the respect of everybody in 
the game. Here’s a good example: Last season, against 
Green Bay in our final game, we had a battle royal 
which finally wound up in a 24-24 tie, forcing the Pack- 
ers into the playoff with Baltimore for the Western 
Conference title. 

Late in the game, I called a pass play which sent 
Dave on a “flag” pattern (on which the receiver runs a 
sideline pattern, fakes a cut to the inside, then heads 
toward the end zone flag). As he cut to the flag, two 
Green Bay defenders converged on him and tangled 
him up good. Nobody else was open and I was under 
pressure, so I threw the ball into the end zone, high 
and behind Dave, on the outside chance that he could 
spring loose and get to it. If he didn’t, nobody else 
would. He broke away from the defenders, turned, 
leaped for the ball, and came down with it for the 
touchdown. It was a truly great catch. When he came 
back, he said, “Nice throw, John. That was just where 
I wanted it.” And he meant it. He knew what I had 
to do, and he knew what he had to do. The fact that 
it worked didn’t astonish Dave. 

Really, not much does surprise him, yet he seems 
to have surprised a lot of people—people not in pro- 
fessional football, anyway. In college at Texas Tech, 


While the 49er defensive 
squad is on the field, passer 
Brodie and receiver Parks 
watch the action and talk over 
upcoming moves, opposite 
page. The Lions’ Dick LeBeau, 
left, jars Dave as soon as 

he gets his hands on the ball 


he was a receiver on a team that didn’t throw very 
much, so he didn’t get a whole lot of national recogni- 
tion—but the pro scouts knew about him. They knew 
of his speed, his strength and agility, his competitive- 
ness, and they knew that he could also play defense. 


So, when he was San Francisco’s No. 1 choice prior to 
the 1964 season, many people may have been surprised, 
but one of them were football people who had seen 
him play before. 

His first season was excellent, although it might 
not seem so in comparison with last year. Dave caught 
32 passes during his rookie year and he had to battle 
some obstacles to do it. He came to pre-season camp a 
little heavy, and he didn’t have much to say, but, right 
from the start, he had to be our ace. To make it even 
tougher, there was no veteran receiver at his spot to 
help break Dave in. He was “it,” and he did a good 
enough job to be named to the Pro Bowl after the sea- 
son. The league learned fast that there was a good new 
football player around. 

Last year, he nailed down the super-star label. 
He caught 80 passes to lead the NFL and set a 49er 
record. Incidentally, the old record was 60, set by 
Billy Wilson, who is now our end coach and who, along 
with quite a few others, has played a big part in Dave’s 
rapid development, 
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The San Francisco end corps is one of 
the deadliest in the NFL. In addition to Parks, 
quarterback John Brodie, shown barking 
signals, far right, can throw to flanker back 
Bernie Casey, below, or to his tight end 
from Notre Dame, big Monty Stickles, right 


GAME-BREAKER! / continued 


Earlier, I said Parks had a pretty good football 
team from which to get help last year. I’ll amplify that 
by saying that, from my point of view, we have the 
best offensive front five in the business: tackles Walt 
Rock and Len Rohde, guards Howard Mudd and John 
Thomas and center Bruce Bosley. Look at last year’s 
records and you'll see that I was thrown fewer times 
while trying to pass than any other quarterback in the 
league. With that kind of protection, I get a lot more 
time to throw and it gives all of our receivers a better 
chance to get free. Also up front there is a lot of foot- 
ball player by the name of Monty Stickles, playing 
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tight end. He keeps the linebackers mad at him most 
of the game, and don’t think that’s not helpful! 

All of these factors contributed to Dave’s fine 
year, as did a number of other important things. For 
instance, prior to the 1965 season the 49ers obtained 
halfback John David Crow in a trade from St. Louis, 
and selected fullback Ken Willard as No. 1 choice in 
the draft. The addition of those two to our offensive 
arsenal was a great boost to Parks’ effectiveness. Al- 
though neither man is a breakaway runner, each is a 
dependable weapon. In addition to his other chores, 
Crow—who is as savvy as they come—acted as a great 
decoy for Parks. Not many halfbacks can do that. Wil- 
lard proved to be our first-down runner. He averaged 


four yards a carry, amazing for a man who never had 


a really long run all year. 

As our flanker, we have an established NFL star 
in Bernie Casey. While, understandably, most of the 
attention went to Dave last year, Bernie was having an 
outstanding year of his own. He caught 59 passes and 
made any number of key catches that turned games 
around for us. Without doubt, Bernie is a star. Be- 
cause he is, he helped Dave reach the “super” rank. 
It’s unlikely that Dave would have had the year he 
did without the aid of a flanker of Bernie’s caliber. 

Look at it this way. When a defensive signal 
caller considers our offensive lineup, he knows that 
Crow and Willard are threats not just as runners, but 


as receivers. Then, there’s Casey on one side, and 
Parks, the game breaker, on the other. The defense 
has to play it honest. It can’t overplay any one aspect 
of our attack. This is the kind of thing I mean when I 
say a lot of people helped Dave to his great year. 

I want to add a little about John David Crow, a 
real pro football player. His contributions last year, 
aside from his yardage, catches and touchdowns, were 
immeasurable. No matter how efficient we get at it, 
football is still an emotional game. Friendship with, 
confidence in, and respect for your teammates are all 
vital. I don’t think there was a man on the squad who 
didn’t feel these things for John David last year. And 
he was a great factor in the success of Dave Parks. 

Parks is the kind of football player who must 
understand the full picture, must know what every- 
body is doing and why. Perhaps most important, he 
has to see just what his particular assignment contrib- 
utes. Crow knows these things because he has been 
around a long time and because he is a keen student 
of the game. He explained a lot about the pro football 
facts of life to his young friend from Texas. 

Many people who have followed professional 
football and the 49ers for a long time remember Billy 
Wilson as one of the great receivers in the game. I do, 
too, because I joined the team while Billy was still 
playing. There are a number of similarities between 
Wilson and Parks. They have the same competitive 
spirit, and Wilson, too, had great hands. Many of 
Dave’s moves are similar to those that made Wilson 
so effective, but even Billy admits he wasn’t the speed- 
ster Parks is. Dave has spent a lot of off-season time 
studying old films of Wilson in action. It has paid off 
for all of us. 

Unquestionably, Parks is now an established 
star, and he should have great years ahead of him. 
But, as anyone who has played professional football 
knows, for any individual player to have a topflight 
year, all of the factors must be present. Our offense 
had them last year, and we think it can have them 
again for quite a few years, if all goes well. 

I think this story about Dave really underlines 
his approach to his profession. From the beginning, 
Dave was our split end. In his first start as a rookie, a 
pre-season game, things went pretty badly. He blew 
patterns, missed blocks, balls were bouncing off his 
helmet—a real nightmare for him. After the year was 
over, he sent for the film of that game and ran it over 
and over. He showed it to a lot of people in his home 
town of Abilene and at Texas Tech, always with the 
vow, “I never want to get tied up like that again.” 

I don’t think he ever will . . . and he still has the 
film of that game. Oo 


For those associated with the financial aspects of pro 
football, it’s difficult to lose money any time the New 
York Giants play the Chicago Bears. Difficult—but not 
impossible. You can check the sad truth of that un- 
likely possibility with the maitre d’ of a certain very 
fashionable Toronto cocktail lounge. It’s in a hotel 
which shall be nameless because the man was still work- 
ing there at last report. 

Back in 1960, he figured he had struck upon a 


Exhibition 
Classic 


plan to shorten the number of years he’d have to work: 
Bring American football—or more specifically, two 
big-name National Football League teams—to sports- 
minded Toronto. Then he’d just sit back and listen to 
the pleasing tune of clicking turnstiles. 

His enthusiasm rubbed off on a sufficient number 
of friends, who produced the necessary grubstake. In 
this case, it was a $10,000 deposit which was required 
to bring both the Bears and the Giants from their re- 


spective training camps for a Saturday night encounter. 

The first the Giants heard about it was a phone 
call to their camp, then at Winooski, Vt. This was fol- 
lowed by a $5,000 cashier’s check. The arrangement 
called for another $5,000 after the game. Over the 
years, the Giants had played in more unlikely places 
than Canada’s second-largest city. And, after all, half 
the guarantee was already in the bank. 

The same went for the Bears. George Halas has 
never turned his back on a buck. For years, there were 
good-natured stories of the tough days when he also 
never turned his back on anybody who had a piece of 
his money. In the days of the Decatur Staleys, before 
the Bears were formed, Halas was player-coach-man- 
ager—and co-owner. The other owner, Joey Sterna- 
man, was also a player. There was a standing joke that 
if, for any reason, either one left the game, the other 
hustled out too, just to check up. 

Halas got his $5,000 advance, so the Bears were 
there in Toronto for this early August clash with their 
traditional Eastern NFL foe. So was a substantial CBS 
crew, making a TV documentary—the one that helped 
fashion a distinguished pro career for Sam Huff. Huff 
was one of a half-dozen excellent linebackers in pro 
ball at the time but, like it says in the brochures, if 
you're going to play football, play it in New York. It 
was in New York that the CBS people called Don 
Smith, the Giants publicity man, and suggested a docu- 
mentary underscoring the hard, bruising aspects of 
earning a living in this manner. 

“Violence” was the catchword enjoying heavy 
popularity along Madison Avenue at that particular 
time. In one of the conferences regarding the proposed 
film, some bright young man, enraptured with the gory 
possibilities, exclaimed, “That’s it! Let’s call it ‘The 
Violent World of ... of . . . oh—anybody with the 
kind of name that'll fit.” 

Smith recalled the way Huff fitted the picture. 
“Iran the title over in my mind ...‘The Violent World 
of ... Andy Robustelli’? No, that wouldn’t fit . . . ‘of 
Jim Katcavage’? Nope . . . ‘Violent World of Sam 
Huff’? Ah, that had a nice ring.” 

So Huff became a national figure, overflowing 
the boundaries of pro football, and fellows like Joe 
Schmidt, Bill Pellington, Bill George and Matt Hazel- 
tine sat back and chewed on their fingers, or on the 
opposition’s facial extremities the rest of the year. 

The documentary was better than most, because 
of the technical knowledge Smith brought to the proj- 
ect, plus the unique method of obtaining Huff’s re- 
actions. Tiny mikes were installed in his shoulder pads. 
Anything Huff said was instantly available, monitored, 
of course. The most dramatic moment on camera was 


when Huff took heated exceptions to something Wil- 
lard Dewveall, the Chicago end, had done to him. As 
he moved back to his position he directed a steely 
glance over his shoulder and, half-pointing, said, 
“Don’t do that again, 88.” 

The on-the-spot documentary offered a prob- 
lem or two which received ready cooperation from the 
officials. For instance, when the Bears belted Huff extra 
hard on one play, they busted one of the mikes. A 
pause was ordered while repairs were made. Actually, 
it didn’t inconvenience too many spectators because 
there weren't too many spectators. 

There were a number of reasons for the sad 
turnout. For one thing, the Canadian football season 
had already started; for another, the Pittsburgh Steel- 
ers had been in town the previous week and had stunk 
it up with one of those “halfie-halfie” things. That’s 
where they play Canadian rules one half, American 
rules the next, against the local Canadian club. And 
thirdly, no Canadians were buying American football 
at American prices. 

The promoter had pressed his son into service as 
the public-address-system announcer and sat with him 
in the press box during the first half. The son was 
voluble, the father quiet. During the intermission, the 
pair walked out. When play was resumed, there was no 
one manning the mike. “They musta scrammed with 
the money,” said the proverbial press-box wit. He was 
only half-right. They had scrammed all right, but 
there was no money to scram with. In pursuit went Ray 
Walsh, the dignified business manager of the Giants. 
Meanvhile, the meaningless exhibition dragged to an 
inevitable end. 

The Giants lost and now all they wanted was to 
get to the airport, then back to Winooski, where every- 
one could forget the whole thing. Fifty yards away, 
Walsh could be seen in earnest conversation with the 
promoter, who was resorting frequently to a two- 
handed shrugging gesture. His palms were out- 
stretched, facing upward, and empty. 

Jim Lee Howell, the Giants coach, sat tapping his 
foot. It hadn’t been much of an evening. Finally he 
said, “Start the bus, he’ll catch up with us by cab.” 
How right he was! When the Giants got to the airport, 
they had to feel their way through a fog-shrouded 
gate. Walsh, with empty pockets, came feeling his way 
in a cab a short time later. 

There was no getting out of Toronto that night. 
Somehow, the Giants found a motel able to accom- 
modate the sizeable party of 50 players, coaching staff, 
club group, press and radio. Walsh paid for the 
lodgings with a check—a good one. Neither the Giants 
nor the Bears have been in Toronto since... . o 
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Continued domination by a 


pair of long-time juggernauts is the 


prospectus for the AFL in 1966 


EASTERN DIVISION 


Overall excellence—on defense, in the offensive line, 


among the receivers—is the happy story here Prediction: First 


BUFFALO BILLS 


 —COC*P res: 


1965 RECORD (10-3: 1) : ; 
Boston Pee g ae HR | Wh Age Exp. College Comments 
2c, | Bass, Glenn (S) 2. 206_-S_—«& ~—CEast Carolina. _—_Bass was finished in the fourth game of the 
ay ee Ae Rattowsll, ea (SF G1 208 «25-4 ~—Notre Dame — season, Duby in the third. Yardage in those 
= 3 San i -" Ferguson, Garter a 65 74 2% 6 Tennessee State games almost equaled that of final 10. If these 
nm Kacy 7 Costa, Paul (1) _ 68 26 2 Notre Dame well, offense will be revved up con- 
1 beer 8 | Warlick, Emnie (7) 63 35 MD 17 TDs between them in 
Ay meee oe: — Dubenion, Elbert (F) 6.019017 "6A. Sky is the limit for Costa. He was a super 
ah woe 4 Grecket Bobby (F] bo TRS 2 ot rookie. RATING—VERY GOOD : 
7 Oakland 14 : “n)—tiet one abe 
| BD Sandiego 20 : . 
2 Howton, 18 ee ee ay 
M4 Kansas City 25 279 28 = 5 ~— Memphis State. = Behrman’s health is the only question. He — 
ae 2 : Bi 27 Penn State ——_—misted title game with back injury that hasn't 
250 21 1 Western Illinois__responded. If he can't go, Bemiller moves back 
, 250 : Bowling Green to. center where he began. Either rugged | 
: 260 6 — Georgia Tech O'Donnell or Prudhomme, who missed rookio 
| eel ton () 62 me 3 Michigan will take over 
Prudhomme, Remi (G) 65 260 uisiana State possibilities, to 
Bomiller, AI (C-G) 4 42 Syracuse Tackle is in competent hands. Reserve strength — 
“Behrman, Dave(C) 65265 Michigan State is not strong. RATING—VERY GOOD 
eee — {G)—Guard = (C) = 
. QUARTERBACKS : : 
1ING- : . Jack co Kemp had best year, all-around. With Bass 
MENG Sah "and Duby back he'll be even better. Lamonica 


Ais Yds TDs Ava nM provides insurance. RATING—-YERY GOOD 
Carlton 1 $28 
| ie ia 9 4 At "RUNNING BACKS E aoe : 
| Smith 42 16 132 Carlton, Wray {F) G1 280. ‘Cariton’s switch from halfback was a big suc- 
Goodwin, Doug {F) «6-2 228 cess. He's the only experienced back with top 
visi Burnett, Bob (H) G2 208 credentials, Smith is a slow study with so-so 
3 Smith, Bob (H) G2 215 hands. But his speed earns him coaches’ pa- 
Atts Comps Yds s TDs Ints Pet Ross, Willie (H) SM 2 tience. Burnett scored 16 TDs at Arkansas in ‘65. 
Kemp 388 179-7358 10 18 45.8 ‘Bailey, Bill (H) $6 25 Cincinnati Is Bailoy a sleeper? RATING—FAIR 
Lamonica 70 2 376 3 6 414 (F)—Fullback —_(H)—Halfback a : 
es : ss : ——————————————— ~~ ee 
: : KICKER ae ae 
RECEIVING | . a 
2 sa ay ee ‘ih Pete Goueat cone othe ian ths special spot is up for sis sod. 
Roberson 31 483-3153 ; oe ' 
oe 2m 2a é > 
Carl mw 1% 1 82 : 2 
Cote Nat 8 Soe a DEFENSE. 2 
= a -FRONTLINEMEN re ; 
_ INTERCEPTIONS — Seas {E) $4 ES Nebraska The enemy didn’t punch over a rushing fouch- 
: Jay, Tom $2 BO HFN, Carolina A&T down on this gang for 17 straight games. Bills 
ele we oes ak Schmidt, Henry © “u = mw 8 USC. defy anyone to name better pair of tackles than 
| Son 8 “Sestak, Tom (7) 44m » 5 Sestak and Dunaway. Day, huge speedy end, 
: Warner 6 mle us Dunaway, Jim (T) 64 2 4 Mississippi had great year. McDole's in All-League class, 
Eston 5 oe Meredith, Dudley (1) 64 285 +31 4s Lamar Tech Could use better depth. RATING—-EXCELLENT 
: ee (B)—End (Tackle 2 es So 
PUNTING LINEBACKERS _ el ae Se e 
f Punts Yds Longest Avg Stratton, Mike (O) ss m B 6 Stratton roomed into high gear at mid-season 
Maguire 80 3437 68 43.0 “Tracey, John (0) ey after suffering early loss of weight. Tracey had 
Z ‘ Maguire, Paul (0) = &0 8 : best pro year, as did Jacobs. But they're both 
’ Laskey, Sil1(O) 622402382 Michigan pushed by young Turks Schottenheimer and 
/ PUNT RETURNS ects oes Bee te "Laskey. Maguire is valuable as specialty man 
; jacobs, Harry : radtey and clutch punter. RATING—VERY GOOD | 
ee (O)—Gutside linebacker (M)—Middle linebacker or | 


2 m 3 


Byrd 10.0 
Rutkowski 11 12773 


mS 


DEFENSIVE BACKS = : | 
Byrd, Butch (C) ) mt mM 3 Reston. Husky Byrd has speed to cover anyone deep, 
KICKOFF RETURNS Elgin looker ich Gat 180 27 ~~ Western Iitinois. heft to stop cunning game. Edgerson shook in- 
Rots Yds Longest Avg Warner, Charley(C) 60 172 2% 4 Prairie View jury to equal Butch's play in second half, Wa | 
Ware << See ae 8 tae oe “King, Charley (C) 60185231 Purdue ner scored four TDs three different ways. Saimes, 
kook & 9 om ea Saimes, George (S) 5-10 185 «24S 4.—Ss Michigan State generally recognized as league's finest free 
.. Clarke, Hagood (S) 60 02 4 Florida safety, helps out corners and linebackers, too. | 
: Sykes, Gene (S) om Louisiana State Sykes lost job to Clarke after injury, maybe for 
es Tom (3) % 4 Texas A&I good. RATING—-VERY GOOD =] 
t Soe ack - (sitet : > - 


League MVP Jack Kemp hands off to Buffalo teammate Wray Carlton as 


an off-tackle play gets started. Billy Shaw (66) moves over to throw a block and 
tackle Stew Barber (foreground) moves out the Oakland defensive end 


Joe Collier is spooked by intangibles in his first season 
as head coach of the champion Buffalo Bills. 

At 33 he’s the youngest head coach in pro foot- 
ball. He has a difficult act to follow—Lou Saban’s. 
Saban won an APL title in each of his last two years 
before defecting to the University of Maryland. 

Then there is historical precedent. No pro foot- 
ball team, with the sole exception of the 1946-49 Cleve- 
land Browns of the old All-America Conference, has 
ever won more than two consecutive championships. 

The Bills still have the overall balance, strong 
defense and sufficient reserves to repeat in the Eastern 
Division. But Saban passed along at least one real 
problem that restricts the Bills’ attack: Buffalo still 
doesn’t have an outside runner, and only fullback 
Wray Carlton has a pedigree as a solid pro back. 

Saban used another fullback, Billy Joe, as Carl- 
ton’s running mate last year, but Joe went to Miami in 
the expansion draft. Joe’s job is inherited by Bobby 
Smith, and if Smith’s tendency to drop the ball in key 
situations makes him too much of a liability, the job 
could go to rookie Bobby Burnett, who scored 16 
touchdowns for Arkansas in 1965. 


Burnett, however, was the deep back in Arkansas’ 
I formation and did not get much blocking experience. 
In Collier’s view, this puts him a year away. 

Lack of really outstanding ground forces could 
be offset by the recovery of wide receivers Glenn Bass 
and Elbert Dubenion. Both were on their way to big 
seasons when injuries struck them down in early games. 

Without them, Jack Kemp’s passing game be- 
came a hunt-and-peck affair. Nevertheless, Kemp 
supervised 11 victories and was voted the league’s MVP. 

While Bass and Duby were non-combatants, 


“Kemp discovered a new bread-and-butter receiver, 


rookie tight end Paul Costa. At 6-5 and 256 pounds, 
Costa is the biggest eligible receiver in the sport. 

The Bills still have just about the best offensive 
line in the AFL, but it will be a bit thinner if center 
Dave Behrman can’t shake his back injury. 

If Behrman can’t go, guard Al Bemiller moves 
to center, with Joe O’Donnell or rookie Remi Prud- 
homme taking over at guard. 

Defensively the Bills seem to have it all. The 
hold-’em unit could assure their third straight ap- 
pearance on championship day. Oo 
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1965 RECORD lee 2) 


7 Buffalo 
10 Houston 3 
10 Denver 7 
17 Kansas City 27 
10 Oakland ra) 
13 SanDiego 13 
2 Oakland 0 
2 Sandiego 6 
7 Buffalo B 
20 NewYork 30 


10 Kansas City 10 
27 NewYork = 23 


28 Denver 20 
42 Houston 4 
SCORING 
TDs PATs FGs Total 
Cappelletti 9 27 (17 
Nance $0 ¢ 
Garrett x 0 6 
Colclough 3 0 0 
Burton 726 6 
RUSHING 


TOs Avg 
Nance 111 3710 5 (29 
Garron 75 26301 
Parilli 491790. 
Garrett 40151 1 


PASSING 


Atts Comps Yds TDs Ints Pct 
Parilli 426 «173-5917 28H 
Wilson 40-687 1 48. 


RECEIVING. 
Recs Yds TDs Avg 
Colclough 40-6773 18.9 
Cappslteitg 97) We v8 
Graham 2 36 0 126 
Whalen 2 BI 0 173 

INTERCEPTIONS 

Ints Yds Longest Avy 
Hall 45 8 88 


Buoniconti 3 31 «26 10.3 


PUNTING 


Punts Yds Longest Avg 
Yewcic 74 «3048 7042.8 


PUNT RETURNS 


Rets Yds Longest Avg 
Burton we 8t 2 34 
Cunningham 5 = 23 13 46 


KICKOFF RETURNS 


Rets Yds Longest Avg 
Cunningham 16 34 4522.7 
Garett 12 232-5193 


EASTERN DIVISION 


Enough veterans to hold the team together, but too many 


problems to be a threat for the top spot 


Prediction: Second 


BOSTON PATRIOTS 


OFFENSE 


College 
Boston College 
Boston College 
Florida State 
Minnesota 

S. €, Louisiana 
Navy 


Comments 
Can Graham stay healthy enough to produce 
at split end? Is Whalen big enough for tight 
end? Can Johnson snap back after knee sur- 
gery? Is Bellino washed up? Pats had better 
get some affirmative answers. Cappy shouldn't 
have fo start. RATING—FAIR 


Mississippi State 
Virginia Tech 
Purdue 
Chattanoo: 
Mississippi State 
Notre Dame 
No. Michigan 
Holy Cross 
Florida State 


Offense perked up when Neville and Canale 
won spurs. Mortis is real star of this line. Only 
Oakland's Otto is in his class. Long is tough, 
steady guard. Some knowledgeable scouts 
called Singer best offensive lineman in college 
football. He figures in some position. Size Is 
only thing that holds Arrington back. If he isn’t 
tall enough for guard he'll get audition as line- 
backer. RATING—FAIR 


RECEIVERS Ht = Wh Age Exp. 
Graham, Art (5) el ms Bb 4 
Whalen, Jim (T) sn 0 Om 2 
Romeo, Tony (T) 2 mM BT 
Cappelletti, Gino (F) 6-0 19 32 7 
Johnson, Ellis (F) &2 mm 2 2 
Bellino, Joe (F)i-) Pye ee 
(S)—Split end (T)—Tightend ——_(F)—Flanker 
INTERIOR LINEMEN 
Neville, Tom (T) 4 me 
Oakes, Don (T) 63 mS OG 
Singer, Karl (T) ne 
Long, Charley (G) $3 m0 7 6 
Canale, Justin (6) 2 mn 2 
Arrington, Dick (6) SN M6 A 
St. Jean, Len (G) (Se 
Morris, Jon (C) 2 me 8 
Ayerano, Joe (C-G) 62 235 
(Tackle (G)—Guard —_ (C)—Center 
QUARTERBACKS. 

60 19 «= 8B 

60 1) 41 
Yewcie, Tom 60 15 OU 


Kentucky 
Notre Dame 
Michigan State 


At 36, Parilli's effectiveness has to be ques- 
tioned. If Babe falters at start Huarte must be 
used, Future rests with him. RATING—FAIR 


ES SRE EE 
RUNNING BACKS 


Nance, Jim (F) 61 M5282 Syracuse Nance's weight problem jis issue here. If he's 
61° om OR 1 in top form Garron teams with him for explosi 
63. 25 OI running unable to perform 

Care, Tom (F) tt 1 Jak, Garron must switch fo full. Garrett hasn't 

Garron, Larry (H) 60 195297 Western Ili played as expected. Cappadonna is an interest- 

Garrett, J. D. (H) S11 19 24 3 Grambling jing newcomer. RATING—GOOD 

(F)—Fullback — (H)—Halfback 

ET NR RP SS ET 

KICKER 
Cappelietti, Gino 60 19 32-7 Minnesota ‘65: 17 of 27 FG atts. RATING—EXCELLENT 


DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN 
Bob (E) 64 240-309 Holy Gross There's a big hole at tackle alongside Antwine. 
isenhower, Larry (E) 6-5 250-26 = ~—Boston College Holovak is hoping Mangum and Irby, tough 
Boudreaux, Jim (€) 64 245 21 1 Louisiana Tech ——small-college stars, can fill it. Dee should be 
Antwine, Houston (T) 6-0 270-27 So. Illinois slipping at this stage of his career but younger 
Hunt, Jim (1) 511 245 28 7_—Prairie View Eisenhower did the backsliding. Ike should 
Pyne, George (T) 64 285232 Ollivet snap back, however. Just in case, Pats made 
Mangum, John (T) 6&3 275 «2 1 Southern rugged Boudreaux their second dratt pick. 
Irby, Dan (T) 61 245-211 Louisiana Tec! They're banking on youth. RATING—FAIR 
(E)—End —_(1)—Tackle 
SS 
LINEBACKERS 
Addison, Tom (O) $2 230-30. 8_~—SouthCarolina _ Illness left Addison weak for three-quarters of 
Fraser, Jim (O) 6&3 235-2 & Wisconsin season. He finished well, however. Jack 
Farmer, Lon (O) 60 220 «25 «= 3_—sChattanooga Rudolph's departure leaves way clear for Jim 
Dukes, Mike (O) 63 235 30, BS Clemson Fraser, who came in Ron Burton trade. Buoni- 
Buoniconti, Nick (M) 5-11 220 25 «5 ~—Notre Dame conti is unquestionably AFL's best middle man. 


Satcher, Doug (M) 60 m0 62 

{O)—Outside linebacker (M)—Middle linebacker 

|S SET RR RTC PES ROR 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 


Southern Miss. Farmer will press Fraser. RATING—GOOD 


Webb, Don (C) 510 200 2 6 —_lowa State The party lee, bes H bare are leaks here, bat 
Hennessey, Tom (C) 60 180 252 Holy Cross they look more like gaping holes. Web! 
Cunningham, Jay (C) &10 180 23. 2—sRewlIng Green strongest corner back and he's competent, af 
Felt, Dick (C) &1 185-29 7~—Brigham Young _ best. yy had in-and-out rookie year. 
White, Graves (S) 60 18 23 2 Louisiana State it is trying comeback after thigh injury kept 
Hall, Ron (S) 60 190 «7 him out in '65. Hall makes safety a bit brighter, 
Shonta, Chuck (S) 60 «200 BO ced White is partner. Shonta 
Purvis, Vie (S) 5-11 190 21 1 ~— Southern Miss. moves from corner. RATING—POOR 
(C)—Corer back _(S)—Safety 


Gino achat 3 (20) takes a pass between Buffalo linebacker Harry 
Jacobs (64) and defensive back Booker Edgerson (24). Gino’s prime value to 
his club is as a field-goal and extra-point kicker, more than as a receiver 


A mixture of too much age and an abundance of youth 
makes the Boston Patriots a questionable concoction. 

Babe Parilli is 36-years-old and is coming off a 
bad year. The only suitable man behind him is John 
Huarte, who won a Heisman Trophy at Notre Dame, 
then observed Joe Namath from a seat on the New 
York Jets’ taxi squad as a pro rookie. 

If Parilli is all washed up and Huarte isn’t ready, 
1966 could be a year of catastrophe for the Pats. 

There are parallels throughout the roster. Gino 
Cappelletti is a devastating field-goal kicker, but if he 
has to play regularly as a flanker or split end, the pass- 
ing game is reduced to nickle-and-dime patterns on 
his side. Nevertheless, Gino may start if Art Graham 
is invalided by one of his many injuries or if Ellis 
Johnson hasn’t recovered from knee surgery. 

The only other possibility is Joe Bellino, who 
looked as if he had lost his Navy magic during four 
years in the service. 

The Pats’ running game should be perked up if 
sophomore fullback Jim Nance stays in shape. The 
former Syracuse ace averaged about five yards per 
carry as Boston won its last four games in ’65. 


If Nance captures the fullback post, then Larry 
Garron can switch to halfback, a job he is better suited, 
physically, to handle. 

Coach Mike Holovak started rebuilding his of- 
fensive line late last year, using rookies Justin Canale 
at guard, Tom Neville at tackle and Jim Whalen at 
tight end. He may continue the trend with prize new- 
comers Karl Singer of Purdue and Dick Arrington of 
Notre Dame. Singer was the No. 1 draft choice. 

Another touted rookie, defensive end Jim Bou- 
dreaux of Northeast Louisiana, will get a thorough 
trial. So will John Mangum of Mississippi Southern 
and John Irby of Louisiana Tech, both tackles. 

Middle linebacker Nick Buoniconti and outside 
man Tommy Addison are safe, but there’s an opening 
across from Addison. Jim Fraser, acquired from Kan- 
sas City, or Lon Farmer probably will fill it. 

Holovak’s two biggest projects are generating 
a more potent scoring punch and repairing the sec- 
ondary. The latter may be Mike’s Twilight Zone. 

Even if he’s successful, Holovak will be haunted 
by injuries. The Miami draft left the Pats perilously 
thin, and injuries could decimate them. a 


61 


EASTERN DIVISION 


The distant future is bright, but this campaign might be 


too early for Namath to carry the club toa flag Prediction: Third 


1965 RECORD (5-8-1) 


a a 
10 4 
2 3 
3 6 
4 4 
: 4 
4% Denver 10 
13 Kansas City 10 
30 Boston 20 
41 Houston 14 
23 Boston 2 
7 San Diego 38 
14 Oakland 24 
14 Buffalo 2 
SCORING 
: TDs PATs FGs Total 
J.Tumer 0311 
Maynard = 14084 
Mathis be wy 
Snell 4 0 0 4 
RUSHING 
Atts Yds TDs Avg 
Snell 169788 44S 
Mathis 147 6040 54.1 
Smolinski 24 59025 
Caton 7 HOOK 
PASSING 
‘Atts Comps Yds TDs Ints Pet 
Namath 340 164 2220 18 15 48.2 
Taliaferro 119 45 531-37 (378 
RECEIVING 
Recs Yds TDs Avg 
128 14179 
3 4 089 
3 402 2 130 
2 wr 2 104 
INTERCEPTIONS 
ints Yds Longest Avg 
22 om 103 
6 7 2B O95 
ie eae 
PUNTING. 


Punts Yds Longest Avg 


Johnson 72 3260 


PUNT RETURNS 


B 


453 


Rets Yds Longest Avg 


Baird 4 8 
West 10 4 


2B 
9 


KICKOFF RETURNS 
Rets Yds Longest Avg 


B.Turner 18 402 
Carson 14 It 


2 
30 


63 
34 


23 
22 


NEW YORK JETS 


OFFENSE 
RECEIVERS Ht Wt. Age Exp. College ‘Comments 

Maynard, Don (F) &1 179-28 = 9 ~—‘Texas Western = Maynard, on the verge of exile in August, re- 
Colclough, Jim (F-S) 6-0 18 += 28._—=S7_~——Boston College _—vived to catch 68 passes and score 14 TDs. Col- 
Evans, Jim (F) 61 190 28 += 3._—sTexas Western —clough is slow-footed but sure-handed, Sauer 
Sauer, George (S) 2 hk Temas. is best future bet. Playing tight end retarded 
Turner, Bake (5) 61 179 2% 5 Texas Tech his development. Big experiment has Yearby, 
Mackey, Dee (T) 65 236 «= 7. Texas State college defensive tackle, trying tight end. Lam- 
Heeter, Gene (7) 64 230-254 West Virginia mons or Heeter could win the job. Yearby and 
Yearby, Bill (T) 63 230 2 «1 Michigan Lammons should play somewhere. Pete's a 
Lammons, Pete (T) re a es sleeper. RATING—FAIR 


(S)—Split end (T)—Tightend _(F)—Flanker 
Rg RS HR eR a ST SE 


INTERIOR LINEMEN 
Hill, Winston (T) 6-4 Texas Southern is Ewbank's biggest trouble 
Plunkett, Sherman (T) 6-2 Maryland State exciting new blood is furnished by : 


. Nick (T) 63 
Ken (T) 64 
‘Sam (6) 62 
sn, Dave (G) 62 


Southern Conn, Coaches like Herman. He came fast at mid- 
Indiana season. Plunkett, De Luca and Ficca fall into 
South Carolina the journeyman class. There's. still hope for 
Michigan State Hill's progress. Werl, defensive end in college, 


RaSSRSREES 
NURRESRERE 


Dan (6) ra U.S.C. could surprise at guard. Hollister, DeFelice 
Werl, Bob (G) 63 Miami (Fla.) could provide needed depth. It's the same old 
Perreault, Pete (G) 63 Boston U. story: good pass protection but not enough 
Waskiewicz, Jim(C) 6-4 Wichita skill for a balanced attack. RATING—POOR 
(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard __(C)—Center 
2 eR SR EE 

QUARTERBACKS 
Namath, Joe 62 1% 23 2 Alabama With some help Namath could overcome all of 
Taliaferro, Mike 6220524 3_ilinois Jets’ flaws. RATING—VERY GOOD 


| a MR 
RUNNING BACKS 


Mathis, Bill (H) 61 20 7 Clemson Snell's performance dipped from ‘64. He bat- 
Boozer, Emerson(H) 5-11 215 «= 23,S 1. Maryland State _ ted variety of injuries, though. Mathis had one 
Carson, Kern (H) &1 200-23. 2 San Diego State of his better years and he's still young. Then 
Smith, Allen (H) 511 19% «622 «1 Findlay the quality falls. Boozer and Smith are sleep- 
Johnson, Curley (H) 61 215 - 319 Houston ers. Carson, Johnson and Smo are fill-ins, but 
Snell, Matt (F) $2 20 24 3 Ohio State Curley's punting is first-rate. Cosmo lacks speed 
Smolinski, Mark (F) $1 21528 S&S Wyoming and size. Injuries would be disastrous in this 
Jacavazzi, Cosmo (F) 5-11 202 23 2 Princeton department. RATING—-GOOD 
(F)—Fullback (H)—Halfback 
_ ee io SS RSS EE SI 
KICKER 
Turner, Jim 62 205 2% 3  UtehState ‘65: 20 of 34 FG attempts. RATING—GOOD 
| SR RE DT 
DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN 
Philbin, Gerry (E) 62 25 2% 3 Buffalo ‘Only lack of dedication can keep Biggs from 
Biggs, Verion (E) 64 253 24 = 2-_—_ Jackson State becoming one of league's best. Philbin's a 
Wilder, Bert (E-T) 63 245 26 +«=-3—N, Carolina State plugger, but he has trouble getting to enemy 
Jones, Jim (E) 65 BS 2 1 Omak quarterbacks. Development of Harris in last 
Harris, Jim (T) “64 2 2 Utah State seven games cheered Weeb. Rochester had an 
Rochester, Paul (T) &2 250 28 7 Michigan State exceptional year. Depth and spotty pass rush 
Walton, Bob (T) 64 235 221 Auburn e minuses. RATING—GOOD 


(E)—End (T)—Tackle 
SRT IE 
LINEBACKERS 


Baker, Ralph (O) so mm M3 McAdams has to play somewhere. If Atkinson 
Grantham, Larry (0) 6-0 206 87 produces, the big rooki be tried outside 
O'Mahoney; Jim (0). 6-1 28 2 2 -) Al must master pass defense, however. Gran- 
Crane, Paul (0) 62 205 «22 «1 Alabama them had sub-par season but could rebound. 
Atkinson, Al (M) 6&2 230 2 2 Villanova r's potential remains high. Crane was col- 
McAdams, Carl (M) 63 20 22 = 1 Oklahoma legiate offensive ace. RATING—FAIR 
(O)—Outside linebacker ___(M)—Middle linebacker 
ec et eR SR SS SE 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 

60 187 24 2 N.Carolina ABT Gordon was a pleasant rookie surprise in ‘65. 

510 180 27 4 SanFran.State Other corner is a problem. It could be solved 
Washington, Clyde (C) 6-1 206 28 «=~ Purdue if Gray, out last year, rebounds. Paulson's still 
Gray, Jim (C) 60 180 24 1 Toledo ‘a star. Hudson, hindered by pneumonia as a 
Paulson, Dainard (S) 6-0 190 «29S 6 Oregon State rookie, has a big future. Abruzzese, ex-Bill, 
Abruzzese, Ray (S) 61 1% «78 Alabama helps. Defense may be Schweikert's last stop. 
Hudson, Jim (5) 62 200 «82 Texas, Pass defense gets criticized, but a more ag- 
Schweikert, Bob (S) 61 19 «23 «2 “Virginia Tech gressive rush and help from linebackers would 
Mosher, Jerry (S) &1 1% = 1 California improve it. RATING—FAIR : 


(C)—Corner back _(S)—Safety 


The Jets’ future rides on the golden arm of bonus-rich Joe Namatl 


getting ready to pass. Billy Mathis (30) circles to get into the clear and Roland 
McDole (72) of the Bills fights to get clear of a block and break up the play 


The New York Jets don’t have a first-rate offensive 
lineman. The Miami Dolphins, the newest AFL club, 
have a better group of pass receivers. The Jets defense 
needs something only experience can give it. Yet the 
rest of the AFL’s Eastern Division is more than a little 
wary of Sonny Werblin’s employees. Or maybe “em- 
ployees” should be singular. 

Smart money in the league thinks the Jets could 
challenge the Buffalo Bills if quarterback Joe Namath 
gets merely adequate help from his teammates. Wer- 
blin’s $400,000 baby already is considered the AFL’s 
best quarterback in his sophomore season. And, after 
the pro owners are through casting their bread upon 
collegiate waters this year, Namath may look like the 
bargain of the decade. 

“You have to be concerned about New York as 
long as Namath is the quarterback,” is the way Boston 
Patriots’ coach Mike Holovak puts it. 

Because Joe Willie has a lightning release and 
finds his receivers quickly, opposing linemen rarely 
lay violent hands upon him, His protection could im- 
prove, too, if guard Dave Herman keeps maturing and 
rookie Jim Waskiewicz produces at center. 


Inconsistent Don Maynard had a good year, 
catching 14 touchdown passes, but he’s the only re- 
ceiver with credentials. Young George Sauer has pos- 
sibilities at split end, but coach Weeb Ewbank is hop- 
ing a college tackle, Michigan’s Bill Yearby, can play 
tight end. Yearby was the.No. 1 draft choice. 

If Namath finds someone to hang onto his de- 
livery, the Jets should have a balanced offense. The 
ingredients for a respectable running game are there. 
Matt Snell is a fine fullback and Billy Mathis a hard- 
running halfback. Mathis could be challenged by 
rookie Emerson Boozer. 

It’s defense where the questions are raised. Even 
the immediate stardom of rookie Carl McAdams, a 
strong possibility, may not cure what ails the Jets at 
linebacker. Ewbank was happy with development in his 
youthful defensive line, but only end Verlon Biggs 
gets to the passer with any degree of regularity. 

Weeb uncovered two good defensive backs in 
corner Cornell Gordon and safety Jim Hudson last 
year, but he’s badly in need of a mate for Gordon. 

The Jets have the nucleus for a future winner— 
say 1968. But Namath could revise that schedule. 0 


Blanda 
Teall 


EASTERN DIVISION 


Only the most dedicated optimists will find hope here, 
and optimism doesn’t put points on the board Prediction: Fourth 


1965 RECORD (4-10) 


27 NewYork = 21 


31 Boston 10 
17 Oakland n 
14 San Diego 31 
17 Denver 28 
38 Kansas City 36 
19 Buffalo a 
21 Oakland 3 
2 Denver 31 


14 New York = 41 
21 Kansas City 52 


18 Buffalo 2» 
2% San Diego 37 
14 Boston 42 
SCORING 
TDs PATs FGs Total 
Blanda om Nn 
W. Frazier 8 00 4B 
Burrell Tt 2 0 


C.Froler 6 0 0 % 
* Caught two-point conversion pass 


RUSHING 

Atts Yds TDs Avg 
Burrell 130 5283 
Tolar Rm 6 

Spikes 47 #173 «62 (36 
Trull nw 2 
Jackson 37 52 


PASSING 
Atts Comps Yds TDs Ints Pct 


442186 2542-20 30 42.1 
17 38 eS SES 
RECEIVING 

Recs Yds TDs Avg 
Burrell 5 04118 


Hennigan 41 578 414.1 
C.Frazier 938 7178 18.9, 
W. Frazier 37 S21 814 


INTERCEPTIONS, 
Ints Yds Longest Avg 
Hicks 9 156 8 173 
Norton 7 44 
PUNTING 


Punts Yds Longest Avg 


Norton 84 371165 44.2 


PUNT RETURNS 


Rets Yds Longest Avg 
danck$ =§12 © OB ON 
Glick 7 4 @ 43 


KICKOFF RETURNS 

Rets Yds Longest Avg 
Jencik 18430 4323.97 
Jaques 13 0 0 NS 


HOUSTON OILERS 


OFFENSE 

RECEIVERS Ht Wt. Age Exp. College ‘Comments 
Frazier, Charley (3) &0 175 24 5 Texas Southern If Elkins’ knee is mended, Oilers’ offense could 
‘Compton, Dick (5) 61198 255 McMurry be potent. Hennigan is due for comeback after 
McLeod, Bob (T) &5 230-28 «=~ Abilene Christian sub-par year. McLeod was a capable backup 
Hennigan, Charley (F) 6-1 187 29 7 N.W. Louisiana would appear to be first-string with 
Elkins, Larry (F) G1 19-21. Baylor is tremen- 
Kinderman, Keith (F) 60 215 25 5 _‘Florida State dously improved. RATING—GOOD 
(S)—Splitend —(T)—Tightend ——_(F)—Flanker 
rca i RS RR SEE 

INTERIOR LINEMEN 
Michael, Rich (T) 6&3 M2 2% & Ohio State ‘What Lemm needs is a center and tackles to 
Suggs, Walt (1) &5 245 25 5 _— Mississippi State complement his outstanding guards, Bishop and 
Allen, George (T) 67 245 «211s W« Texas State. —Talamini. Bob's a regular on All-League team. 
Hines, Glenn Ray(T) 65 5ST Two rookie tackles, Hines and could 
Bishop, Sonny (G) 62 mS BOS start. Often-injured Wayne Fr might im- 
Talamini, Bob (G) 61 2558 Kentucky prove. Frongillo will challenge him. Michael 
Wittenborn, John (G) 6-2 240,299. E. Missouri and Suggs are the incumbent tackles, but Oilers 
Frazier, Wayne (C) 63 M526 3 Auburn need someone who can keep Trull and Lee from 
Frongillo, John (C) 63 25S Baylor destruction. Improvement is vital in this area. 
Neely, Ralph (T) 65 257 «22-2 ~~ Oklahoma Neely will help (if he stays). RATING—FAIR 
(Tackle (G)—Guard —_(C}—Center 
a RN SETS 

QUARTERBACKS 
Trull, Don 61 190 23,3 Baylor Lemm says No. 1 job is a three-way battle, but 
Lee, Jacky 61 19 ©2777 Cincinnati Blanda doesn't figure in future plans. Trull or 
Blanda, George 42 22037 17_—_Kentucky Lee must play. RATING—-POOR 
RS SSS ESS 

RUNNING BACKS 
Jackson, Bob (F) 63 238 «27 ~— 5 NewMex. State Burrell continues to amaze. If Blanks makes 
Tolar, Charley (F) 55 200 2% OT W. Loui comeback atter year out due to knee injury, 
Granger, Hoyle (F) rete ippi State Lemm will have even more to work with. 
Burrell, Ode (H) 60 195 2% 3 Mississippi State could be the big fullback Oilers have 
Blanks, Sid (H) me 2 Texas A&i waited seven years for. RATING—GOOD 


60 
(F)—Fullback — (H)—Halfback 
reine nehemnenene neensiteeetieneemeetnmiiesnemmemmseemnasieameesesteieamiecemammemsssandieesemmsnaiaaeimmemmmansend 


KICKER 
Blanda, George $2 20 37 17 Kentucky "65: 11, of 21 FG attempts. RATING—GOOD 


DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN 

Floyd, Don (E) 64 5 7 Texas Cl The addition of Ernie Ladd might mean a solid 
Cutsinger, Gary (E) 64 M5 25 5 Oklahoma State defense, at last. Floyd is a first-class holdover. 
Kinney, George (E) 64 20 22 (Wylie He may get some help this year. Appleton 
Appleton, Scott (T) 630 M5233 Texas should be ripening in third year. Rice is one 
Hayes, Jim (T) 6-4 260 24 «2 Jackson State of class products of draft. Holmes, who played 
Husmann, Ed (T) 62 242-33. 12_—Nebraska ‘out option in Canadian League, could help. 
Holmes, Pat (T) 65 270-4 Texas Tech Cutsinger shows occasional good signs, could 
Rice, George (T) ee benefit from being pushed. Hayes, Kinney im- 
Ladd, Ernie (T) 49 mS BO pressed at times as frosh. RATING—FAIR 
(E)—End —(T)—Tackle 


LINEBACKERS 


Maples, Bobby (O) 64 25 22-2 Baylor Maples muscled his way into lineup as rook 
Baker, Johnny (O) 63 238 24 «4 — Mississippi State Baker can stay healthy he would be an idi 
Brabham, Danny(O) 6&4 238 «= 24S 4 Arkansas complice. Brabham should be a lot better tl 
Cline, Doug (M) 62 230-26 = 7 Clemson he's shown. Caveness could battle Cline at vital 
Caveness, Ron (M) 61 25 221 Arkansas middle spot. RATING—FAIR 
(O)—Outside linebacker (M)—Middle linebacker 
ear aban pppaicamamieiemeeemmieenmiiemmenmmna meme aielimaneeadeaeimiesanemiamaieemieeniaeanaetieeiiammmne aaa 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Hicks, W. K. (C) &1 185 22 «3_——‘Texas Southern Here's chance for rookies. Only Hicks at corner 
Banfield, Tony (C) 61 185 27 & Oklahoma State and Gllick at safety are sure of jobs. W. K. led 
Jancik, Bobby (C) S11 178 «6925 «65 ~— Lamar Tech AFL in interceptions. Banfield’s play dropped 
Menefee, Hartwell (C) 6-2 198 23 1 NewMex.State off after knee surgery. He'll get final chance 
Glick, Fred (S) &1 19 28 += 8_~— Colorado State from Lemm. Oilers can do better than Norton. 
Norton, Jim (S) 6&3 19 =2% «= 7 ~—Idaho ‘Onesti, too light for linebacker, tries here. He's 
Onesti, Larry (S) 198 26 «= 7-—_sNorthwestern got the desire. RATING—POOR 


6-0 
(C)—Corner back ——_(S)—Safety 


Houston running back Ode Burrell (25) cuts for the open field as Boston’s 
Bob Dee (89) and Tom Hennessey (30) try to head him off. Throwing the block for 
Burrell is Oiler guard Bob Talamini, one of the stalwarts of the Houston line 


How effective will be the Houston Oilers’ publicized 
“New Era”? It is supposed to move owner Bud Adams 
discreetly into the background and leave the driving 
to the football folk, namely Don Klosterman, the new 
GM, and Wally Lemm, the new head coach. 

Lemm returns to Houston after four seasons 
with the St. Louis Cardinals in the National League. 
Wally has the distinction of being the only undefeated 
coach in AFL history, winning the last nine after Lou 
Rymkus was bounced early in 1961. That should 
change quickly; Wally will be honored as a genius if 
he reaches .500. 

The Oilers harvested an interesting rookie crop. 
They drafted heavily for linemen and came up with 
tackles George Rice of LSU, Glenn Ray Hines of Ar- 
kansas and George Allen of West Texas State. And 
fullback Hoyle Granger of Mississippi State could be 
the short-yardage specialist they need. In addition, 
there is last year’s No. 1 pick, flanker Larry Elkins of 
Baylor. He cracked up a knee in the first exhibition 
game and missed the whole season. 

Klosterman also traded for Arkansas linebacker 
Ron Caveness. Pat Holmes, Canadian League All Star 


tackle, was signed after he played out his option with 
the Calgary Stampeders. 

The Oilers would get a large lift if Sid Blanks’ 
knee has mended well. He was a rookie halfback sen- 
sation in 1964, but the gimpy knee made him a spec- 
tator all last year. 

Lemm’s biggest problem obviously is at quarter- 
back. Chaos in the previous administration held up the 
progress of young Don Trull. He’ll probably duel with 
Jacky Lee, returned from Denver after two years of 
exile as a result of a lend-lease deal. George Blanda 
is sure only of the place-kicking assignment. 

The Oilers have possibilities for the future, 
thanks to a number of young, potentially outstanding 
players—halfback Ode Burrell, linebackers Bobby 
Maples and Johnny Baker, defensive back W. K. 
Hicks, defensive tackle (and bonus baby) Scott Apple- 
ton and guard Sonny Bishop. 

Then there are a handful of top veterans like 
safety Fred Glick, flanker Charley Hennigan, guard 
Bob Talamini and defensive end Don Floyd. Lemm 
still has to flesh out the rest of the roster. It should 
take him at least two years. Oo 


65 


EASTERN DIVISION 


Even though coach Wilson did well in stocking his new 


team, you can’t expect a winner the first year Prediction: Fifth 


SCORING 
TDs PATs FGs Total 
Joe (Buf) 60 0 
s Spikes (Hou) 93 6 1 2 
Mingo (Oak) 0 0 8 2 
Roberson (Buf) 3 9 0 18 
RUSHING 


Ais Yds TDs Avg 
Joe (Buf) 123 377 43 
Spikes (Hou) 47 173 336 


PASSING 
: Atts Comps Yds TDs Ints 


Wood (Oak) 157 6? 1003 8 & 43.9 
435 


Wilson (Bos) 46 20 27. 1 3 


RECEIVING 


Recs Yds TDs Avg 
Roberson (Buf) 46 703 3 153 


Jackson (KC) 28 401157 

Kocourek (SD) 28 363-2 (13.0 

Joe (Buf) 7 Mm 2 100 
INTERCEPTIONS 

Ints Yds Longest Avg 

West (NY) 67 9S 


Warren (SD) 5 43 2% «86 


PUNTING 
Punts Yds Longest Avg 
= Wilson (Bos) 5. 194 a BS 
. : 
PUNT RETURNS 


/ Rets Yds Longest Avg 
Jackson (KC) 13° 163 41125, 
West (NY) 10° «64 9 34 


KICKOFF RETURNS 
- Rets Yds Longest Avo 


Roberson (Buf) 16 318 = 219.9 
Jackson (KC) 9 260 62 289 


| 


MIAMI DOLPHINS 


OFFENSE 

RECEIVERS Ht. Wt Age Exp. College Comments 
Roberson, Bo (5-F) 61 199 «30 & Cornell If Roberson, Jackson or Kocourek are beaten 
Twilley, Howard (5) 510 180 21 t Tulsa, out it will surprise. Twitley and Roderick are 
Moreau, Doug (5) &1 195 20» 1_—sLowisiana State quality freshmen. Tulsa flash hasn't size or spes 
Craig, Dobie (5) 63 205 27 «4 Howard Payne but he catches the football. Roderick has 9.3 
Jackson, Frank (F) 61 1% % & SM speed. Roberson, former Olympian, led Bills’ 
Roderick, John (F) St 10 2M 1 SMU. catchers. Kocourek is among AFL's best tight 
Noonan, Kar! (F) 6&3 185 211 lowa ‘ends. Mitchell was a fullback at Tennessee, but 
Kocourek, Dave (T) 65 240-28 8_~—Wisconsin his blocking makes him Kocourek's most likely 
Mitchell, Stan (T) 62 20 2 1 Tennessee rival. Moreau, Mather are kickers. Latter was a 
Mather, Greg (T) 62 20 25 1 Nay Navy star, RATING—GOOD 


{S)—Split end __(T)—Tightend _(F)—Flanker 
REE oF NR 


INTERIOR LINEMEN 


Davidson, Jim (T) 64 25 2 1 OhioState Dolphins could use some experience here. Only 
Evans, Norm (T) 65 235 23 2 TexasChristian Rice, Neighbors and Hudock are proven pros, 
Williams, Maxie (T) 64 240 25 2 S.E. Louisiana though Park started for Chargers in last half 
Lardani, Ray (T) 63 280-28 = 3 Miami (Fla. of season. Goode may push Hudack. Davidson, 
Neighbors, Billy(G) 5-11 245255 Alabama 

Rice, Ken (S) 62 2400-27 & Auburn 

Park, Ernie (T-G) 63 253-24 McMurry 9 

Goode, Tom (C) &3 240 26 ~—&_~_—CMiississippi State return to early form would help. Kenny can 
Hudock, Mike (C) 62 M5 318 Miami (Fla.) play guard or tackle. RATING—POOR 


(T)—Tackle ___(G)—Guard __(C)—Center 
SSE EERE SST UH A A 


QUARTERBACKS 
Wilson, Eddie $0 200 2S Arizona Norton is good future bet, but Wilson or Wood 
Wood, Dick 65 200-28 «= 6) Auburn will play in ‘66. Eddie's younger, can do more 
Norton, Rick 61198 22 1__ Kentucky things. Dick has flimsy knees. RATING—FAIR 


_ SR a RRSeNE IRR RN RRS AE ERR RON 
RUNNING BACKS 


Joe, Billy (F) 62 26 MH 4 Villanova Billy Joe starred in first half for Bills, then 
Spikes, Jack (F) 62 20 2 7 Texas Christian slumped. Spikes has his moments. Price could 
Powell, Preston (F) 62 230 2 3 Grambling be a big help. He was eclipsed by Jim Gra- 
Price, Sam (H) B11 215 2 L Mlinois bowski at Iilinoi Mingo has the ability. 
Mingo, Gene (H) 6-1 190 B 7. none Powell's an ex-Brown, RATING—POOR 


(F)—Fullback _(H)—Halfback 
EES HERES 


KICKER 
Mingo, Gene 61 19 «28 ~=7 none "64: 8 of 19 FG attempts. RATING—FAIR 
SSE SS SENSES SAT RT RR 


DEFENSE 

FRONT LINEMEN 
Branch, Mel (E) 62 230 2% 7 Louisiana State There are prospects here, but few proven play- 
Torezon, Laverne (E) 63-50 29S BS Nebraska ers. Branch had big year at KC, but he's small 
Cooke, Ed (E) 64 250 29 Maryland for position. Cooke can hold fort. Dotson got 
Lorenz, Don (E) 43° 2 21S. F. Austin king-sized bonus from KC but pulled muscle 
Holmes, John (E) 62 MB 2 1 Florida A&M kept him out for the year. Zecher played little 
Dotson, Alphonse (T) 65 255 22 1 Grambling as Oakland rookie. Torczon is tough, seasoned. 
Zecher, Rick (T) 62 MO 2 2 Utah State Nomina never earned big money Denver gave 
Nomina, Tom (T) 65 270 233 Miami (O.) him. Bolton is the top rookie. He could be 
Bolton, Grady (T) 62 640 2 1 Mississippi State regular. RATING—POOR 
(E)—End (1)—Tackle 

LINEBACKERS 
Rudolph, Jack (O) $4 230 «27 7 Georgia Tech Emanuel is Exhibit A. Dolphins gave him big 
Erlandson, Tom (0) &3 235 «25-4 ~~ Washington State money to sign. He's the middle linebacker un- 
Bruggers, Bob (O) 61 25 2 1 Minnesota less Wahoo can prove otherwise. Rudolph was 
Bugel, Tom (©) 61 210 20 1—Ohio State Boston's best blitzer. If Erlandson couldn't help 
Emanuel, Frank (M) 63 25 2 1 Tennessee Denver, it's hard to see what he'll do 
McDaniel, Wahoo (M) 6-1 229-277 Oklahoma Bruggers is a sleeper. RATING—POOR 
(O}—Oulside linebacker (M)—Middle linebacker 

DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Westmoreland, Dick (C) 61 190 24 4 AFL observers think Westmoreland was Dol- 
Warren, Jim (C) S11 185 2% 3_—IMNinois phins’ most fortunate pick in veteran draft. 
West, Willie (C) 510 185 26 6 Oregon Warren was two-year regular for talent-laden 
Petrella, Bob (C) 60 185 2%] sSTennessee. San Diego. West is above average. Willie's 
Buckner, Mike (C) 62 205 «21 1___Northwestern had good . O'Hanley is a classy free 
Martha, Richie (C) 60 182 «22-1 West Virginia —_—_ safety. McGeever was unhappy at Denver, could 
‘O'Hanley, Ross (S) 60 180 26 7 — BostonCollege —_improve in the sun. RATING GOOD 


(C)—Corner back (S)—Safety 


The Miami team will be built around such men as defensive back Dick 
Westmoreland, top left; flanker Bo Robertson, top center; flanker Frank Jackson, right; 
tight end Dave Kocourek, bottom left; and fullback Billy Joe, bottom center 


George Wilson, the veteran National League coach 
who was hired to guide Miami’s new AFL entry, says 
he would like to see his yearlings play the NFL’s 
fledgling Atlanta team 14 times this year. “We'd win 
every game,” he predicts. 

The problem is that Wilson has to play the 
Buffalo Bills, San Diego Chargers and Kansas City 
Chiefs instead. The AFL gave him a good nucleus, but 
if he wins three games it will be a triumph. 

The strongest hands dealt Wilson in the gen- 
erous stocking plan were in his receiving department 
and in the secondary. 

The veteran draft gave him Frank Jackson of 
Kansas City and Bo Roberson of Buffalo as wide re- 
ceivers, and Dave Kocourek of San Diego at tight end. 

In addition, personnel director Joe Thomas 
signed prize rookies Howard Twilley of Tulsa, John 
Roderick of SMU and Stan Mitchell of Tennessee. 

Thomas plucked off five defensive backs who 
started for their former teams—Dick Westmoreland 
and Jim Warren of San Diego, Ross O’Hanley of 
Boston, Willie West of New York and John McGeever 
of Denver. Westmoreland broke his arm last year, but 


if he’s sound the Dolphins could have their first All- 
League player. 

It took boxcar figures to sign Kentucky quarter- 
back Rick Norton, and he may be the team’s future. 
Right now Eddie Wilson, formerly of Boston and 
Kansas City, looks like the starter. 

Another expensive frosh, Frank Emanuel of 
Tennessee, is the middle linebacker. The outside line- 
backers and defensive linemen could be anyone. 
There’s more experience on the offensive line, with 
Ken Rice of Oakland, Billy Neighbors of Boston, Ernie 
Park of San Diego and Mike Hudock of New York. 

Billy Joe of Buffalo looks like the best back. 
There’s also Jack Spikes of Houston and rookie Sam 
Price, who played in Jim Grabowski’s shadow at 
Illinois. Former Navy star Greg Mather and rookie 
Doug Moreau of LSU challenge Gene Mingo for the 
place-kicking duty. 

Coach Wilson could make things embarrassing 


.for the opposition if Eddie Wilson blossoms, the line 


gives adequate protection and a pass rush develops. 
Otherwise it might be prudent to play youngsters 
like Twilley, Roderick, Price and Norton, o 
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WESTERN DIVISION 


Winning the flag won’t come easy to Sid Gillman’s 


men this year, but he has enough quality for the job Prediction: First 


SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 


1965 RECORD (9-2-3) 


34 Denver 3 
17 Oakland é 
10 Kansas City 10 
31 Houston 4 
34 Buffalo 3 
13 Boston 3 
34 New York 9 
6 Boston 2 
35 Denver a 
7 Kansas City 1 
20 Buffalo 2 
38 New York 7 
37 Houston % 
24 Oakland 4 
SCORING 
TDs PATs FGs Total 
Travenio = 0 #0184 
Alwoth 4 9 0 & 
Lowe 8 0 0 #8 
Lincoln 7 0 0 @ 
RUSHING 
+ Ais Yds TDs Ava 
lowe 722 1121750 
Foster 121 4670239 
mM 32 G3 4s 
0 (34 
BN A~ 82 
PASSING. 

‘Atts Comps Yds TDs ints Pet 
Had 347 1742798202150. 
Brox 43 2240424 BI 

RECEIVING 
Recs Yds Ds Avg 
Alworth 6710021432. 
Norton M45 2 143 
Kocourek 28-432 13.0 
Lincoln 2B 3% 4 163 
INTERCEPTIONS 
Yds Longest Avg 
17 35 | 181 
108 LOS 
a % 86 
Duncan 4 HOS 


PUNTING 


Punts Yds Longest Avg 
Hadi 38 1544 6540S 


Redman 29 1145 


9 


PUNT RETURNS 
Rets Yds Longest Avo 


Duncan 30464 
Graham 5% 


66 
2 


KICKOFF RETURNS 
Rets Yds Longest Avg 


Duncan 26 612 
Farr 1 3 


oy 
rr) 


35 


185 
12 


Bs 
16 


OFFENSE 
RECEIVERS Ht. Wt Age Exp. College a Comments 
Norton, Don (S$) 61 195 2B 7 lowa Chargers will start one or two new receivers. — 
Garrison, Gary (S) haus 195. 2 1 ‘San Diego State MacKinnon was all set to take Kocourek's 
MacKinnon, Jacque (T} 6-4 250 a 6 Colgate place, but along came Willie Frazier from 
Waff, Wayne (T) $5  €M5 23.1, Tennessee State Houston. Rookie Garrison may bench Norton. 
Owens, Terry (T) 6-6 240 a 1 Jacksonville State Alworth remains top target, has been called — 
Alworth, Lance (F) 60 180 2% 5 Arkansas pro football's finest receiver. MacKinnon needs 
Taylor, Sammie (F) 40 19 2% 2 Grambling strong determination. Owens will. get trial as 
Frazier, Willie (T) 64 235 2 3 Arkansas AM&N tackle or defensive end, too. RATING—-GOOD 


(S)—Splitend —(T)—Tight end (F)—Flanker 
1S a a RT 
INTERIOR LINEMEN 


Wright, Ernie (T) 64 25 2% = =7 — Wisconsin Mix figures to rebound from so-so season. He's 
Mix, Ron (1) “ mo mw 7 among best in game. Wright's an underrated 
Sweeney, Walt (6) 3 mo 4 star. They make Chargers’ outside stuff go. 
Shea, Pat (6) ee ee Sweeney should get better with more savvy. 
Farris, John (6) 64 MB BO Shea comes off injured list. Farris may challenge 
Lucas, Tom (G) 62 22 231 Mississippi for his job. Lucas is swift and tough. He'll get 
Mitchell, Ed (6) 62 280-24 2_—Southern U. chance to unseat Gruneisen. Wright, Mix and 
Gruneisen, Sam (C) 61 240-255 ‘Viillanova ‘Sweeney are nucleus. RATING—GOOD 


(T)—Tackle — (G)—Guard —_ (C)—Center 
(ee onan ae sponta Raat A ST 


QUARTERBACKS 
Hadl, John 61215 28S Kansas Had! isn't Gillman's ideal, but is best avail- 
Tenst, Steve 65 215 23 1_‘Florida State able. Tensi is learning. RATING—GOOD 


RUNNING BACKS 


Lincoln, Keith (F) &1 215-276 Washington State Lowe, Lincoln and Foster make this a class 
Allison, Jim (F) 60 220 23 2  SanDiego State unit. Keith should rebound after injury-plagued 
Lowe, Paul (H) 6&1 20 2 7 Oregon State year. Lowe is best outside back in AFL. if 
Foster, Gene (H-F) 511 212 23 2 Arizona State either falters, Foster will figure. Allison may 
Travis, John (H) &1 216 «= _—s1_~— San Jose State play tight end. RATING—EXCELLENT 


(F)—Fullback = (H)—Halfback 
|S See i RR REC 


KICKER 
Travenio, Herb 58 19 3 3. TexasCollege ‘65: 18 of 30 FG attempts. RATING—GOOD. 
eS a et oS 
DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN 
Faison, Earl (E) 65 25 27 6 Indiana Chargers didn't have enough money to pay 
Petrich, Bob (E) 64 250-254 W«. Texas State add what he felt he was worth. Mean- 
Kindig, Howard (£) 6&6 552A. State Gross and Petrich play fine, unap- 
Gross, George (T) 63 58) 254 Auburn preciated football. Kindig, DeLong wait in 
DeLong, Steve (T-£) 63 2-3 2__Tennessee wings till needed. They're great prospects. 
Martin, Larry (T) laa et Moore is valuable sub at either spot. Martin's 
Moore, Fred (T-E) 255 28 «= 3-— Memphis State got promise. RATING—EXCELLENT 
(E)}—End (1) 
ee nS em NR 
LINEBACKERS 
Buncom, Frank (O) m uw 5 USC Buncom blossomed in All Star game where he 
Redman, Rick (O-M) 225 © 23-2 Washington was best defensive player. At 240 he’s frighten- 
Degen, Dick (0) 220 24 2 Long Beach State ing. Allen junked retirement thoughts. He's 
Carpenter, Ron (O) 20 2% «3 Texas ABM valuable. Redman could win outside job or oust 
Good, Tom (0) 2300 22 1 Marshall Allen. He's a comer. Degen is tough but can be 
Horton, Bob (0) 230 233 Boston U. had on pass defense. Mitinger returns after 
Mitinger, Bob (Q) 25% 4 _—~Peenn State year's layoff. Good is top rookie, but is there” 
Allen, Chuck (M) 25 27 6 Washington room for him? RATING—GOOD 


{Q)—Outside linebacker (M)—Middle linebacker 
| SSR eR aR a 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 


Duncan, Les (C) 510 175 23 3 —_Jackson State —No. | project is replacing Westmoreland and 
Farr, Miller (C) 3) 192 B 2 Wichita Warren at corners, Jacquess, an ex-Oiler, 
Harris, Dick (C-S) Sl 17% 29-7 MeNeese State should fill the bill nicely. Duncan had good 
Stiles, Bob (C) 59 178 2 1 U.C.LA. year as sophomore, but he's a midget. Farr 
$1 188 «211 Idaho was claimed mostly because of speed. Sfiles is 
60 200 4 3 Washington State ‘another shrimp. Graham rates with best strong 
5-11 185. a7 6 Florida State safeties. Whitehead was talked out of col 
61 205-28) & Wisconsin coaching. Tolbert, highest draft pick, is green. 
Tolbert, Jim (S-C) 63 210 a t Lincoln Gillman must be sorry he gave up so much 
Jacquess, Pete (C) 185 23. 3.—_EasternN. Mex. talent. RATING—FAIR 


60 as 
(C)—Corner back _(S) Safety ‘ 


ee A ee 


Lance Alworth (19) does his act again—grabs a pass and leaves defenders in 


his wake. In this instance, he cuts past a lunging Harry Jacobs (64) and gets ready 


to do the same thing to Mike Stratton (58) and a Bills’ defensive back 


The San Diego Chargers, despite all their talent, have 
a fatal flaw: They step back to admire their work. 

Last season, for the fourth time in five tries, they 
lost the AFL title after winning the Western Division 
crown. Heavily favored, the Chargers absorbed a 23-0 
kayo from the Buffalo Bills. 

This year coach Sid Gillman has more to worry 
about than big heads. For starters there are the Kansas 
City Chiefs and Oakland Raiders, both improved and 
both hungry for championship checks. 

Then there are Ernie Ladd and Earl Faison. 
Ladd has already signed with Houston as a free agent, 
and Faison is apparently gone for good over a salary 
squabble, too—though he’s still listed on the roster. 

In addition, Gillman lost his starting tight end, 
Dave Kocourek; a starting guard, Ernie Park; and two 
corner backs, Dick Westmoreland and Jim Warren, to 
Miami in the expansion draft. 

Then the Chargers lost their first nine college 
draft choices. 

Other than that everything is fine. Of course, 
there’s considerable compensation in the fact that the 
Oilers were forced to hand over tight end Willie Fraz- 


ier and corner back Pete Jacquess to the Chargers as 
compensation for Ladd’s defection. 

And San Diego still has such high-powered tal- 
ent of its own as flanker Lance Alworth, backs Keith 
Lincoln, Paul Lowe and Gene Foster and quarterback 
John Hadl. But the other Western Division clubs are 
catching up. 

The draft did bring one bonus, split end Gary 
Garrison. The San Diego State Little All-America was 
the Chargers’ top future and is expected to move into 
the starting lineup as Alworth’s running mate. 

Replacing Ladd and Faison are two promising 
youngsters, tackle Steve DeLong and end Howard 
Kindig. DeLong was Lineman of the Year as a Tennes- 
see senior in ’64. 

The rest of the defense could be a problem. Out- 
side linebacker Frank Buncom and middle man Chuck 
Allen are solid, but there is a drop in class at the third 
spot. The loss of Westmoreland and Warren makes 
the secondary questionable. 

Still, if Lincoln and Lowe keep shredding de- 
fenses and Hadl matures, Kansas City and Oakland 
may have to wait a bit longer. oO 
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WESTERN DIVISION 


The club is a year away, though a shot at all of the 


marbles might have been possible under Al Davis Prediction: Second 


OAKLAND RAIDERS 


1965 RECORD (8-5-1) 


37 Kansas City 10 
6 SanDiego 17 


21 Houston v7 
12 Buffalo 7 
24 Boston 10 
2 NewYork = 24 
30 Boston a 

7 Kansas City 14 
33 Houston a 
14 Buffalo 7 
28 Denver 2» 
24 Denver 3 


4 NewYork 14 
14 SanDiego 4 


SCORING 
TDs PATs FGs Total 
Powell 2c ¢ 7 
Daniels 26 8 FR 
Mercer os 9 8 
Mingo 0 08 # 
ler 40° 0 

RUSHING 

Atts Yds 


Daniels 219 884 
Miller = 73272 
Todd = 32183 
Hagberg 48 171 


PASSING 


Atts Comps Yds TDs Ints Pct 
Flores 269122159314 s1145.3 
Wood 157 69 1003 8 6 439 


RECEIVING 
Recs Yds TDs Avg 
Powell 52800 12 154 
Daniels 36 568 
Bilenikof 24-3310 
Miller ma me 3 
INTERCEPTIONS 
Ints Yds Longest Avg 
“Powers 5% oN 2 
Gibson 48) Boa 
PUNTING 


Punts Yds Longest Avg 
Mercer mB wy M0 41 


PUNT RETURNS 


Rets Yds Longest Avg 
Gibson 87 BANS 
Krakow 92 BB 28 


KICKOFF RETURNS 


Rets Yds Longest Avg 
Todd = 0 4618023. 
Gibson 918638 20.7 


OFFENSE 
RECEIVERS Ht. ‘Wt. Age Exp. College Comments 

Biletnikoff, Fred (F) o1 190 a 2 Florida State Here's possibly the best young receiver corps 
Todd, Larry (F) oT 185 B 2 Arizona State in AFL. Todd must be considered a catcher 
Powell, Art (S) 2 2 B 10 San Jose State now. Reason is that Powell hobbled through 
Atkins, Pervis (S-T) bt 195 2 6 New Mex. State the '65 season, may be slowing up. Biletnikoff 
Cannon, Billy (T) bt 25 rs) bi Louisiana State is full of promise. Mitchell, a high draft pick, 
Herock, Ken (T) 62 730 24 «4 ~— West Virginia —_is slated for tight end job. He could be pushed — 
Mitchell, Tom (T) 62 235 a 1 Bucknell by inspired Cannon. RATING—VERY GOOD 
{S)—Split end (T)—Tight end (F)—Flanker . 


INTERIOR LINEMEN. : 
Schuh, Harry (T) 62 260 3B 2 Memphis State Another bright spot. Schuh, Syihus won star * 
‘Svihus, Bob (T) 64 245 2B 2 US.C. jobs as rookies. Tyson could do the same thing - 
Harvey, Jim (T) 65 45 2 1 Mississippi this year. He schooled well as pass blocker 
Hawkins, Wayne (G) 6-0 240 B 7 U. of Pacific at Tulsa. Hawkins is inderrated star. Flint, 
Flint, George (G) 6-4 248 a 6 Arizona State acquired in Buffalo trade, hustles. Harvey's a 
Marinovich, Marv (6) ot 240 B 7: U.S.C. top rookie. Marinovich watched from taxi 
Tyson, Dick (6) 62 145 Rn 1 Tulsa squad. Otto is crowned king of AFL centers. — 
Mischak, Bob (G) 62 230 30 8 West Point Unit has the skill and depth. Only missing in- 
Otto, Jim (C) 62 240 7 T Miami (Fla.) gredient is experience. RATING-—-GOOD 
(Tackle (G)—Guard —_(C)—Center 
a ST 

QUARTERBACKS: 

Davidson, Cotton 6-0 180 uM 8 Baylor Cotton's fragile arm holds key. He has great 
Flores, Tom ot 190 a7 6 U. of Pacific ist some clubs, Flores against others. 
Green, Charley 60 190 2 1 Wittenberg ed both. RATING—FAIR: 


RUNNING BACKS 


él 3s oT Trade which brought Dixon was key one. Hew- 
$11 200 n 1 ould be that of fullback—top blocker _ 

Dixon, Hewritt (F) 6-1 20 B 4 Florida A&M and good river. Daniels remains outstand- — 
Miller, Alan (F) bt 205, B 6 Boston College ing. Scouts like Banaszak. If things get tough, 
Hagberg, Roger (F) ot 25 a 5 Minnesota Todd could be brought back. RATING—GOOD 
(F)—Fullback (H)—Halfback 
A 

KICKER G 
Mercer, Mike 60 210 B 6 Arizona State ‘65: 9 of 15 FG attempts. RATING—GOOD 4 
SL 

DEFENSE 

FRONT LINEMEN 
Davidson, Ben (E) 67 265 6 Washington ison gives Raiders best pass rush. “The 
Lassiter, Isaac (E) 6-5 m7 B 5 St. Augustine has flowered in the AFL. Lassiter's an-— 
Oats, Carleton (E) 2 245 B 2 Florida A&M ‘other surprise. Oats, diamond in rough, could 
Kent, Greg (E) 66 m5 2 a Utah smooth out this term. Kent starred in East- 
Costa, Dave (T) 61 50 6 4 Utah West game. Costa could be among league's 
Birdwell, Dan (T) 64 250 2% 5 Houston . Birdwell's a rough customer. Either might 
Keating, Tom (T) 62 7 a 3 Michigan be forced to move over by Keating, obtained 
Mirich, Rex (T) 64 250 Bb 2 Arizona State from Buffalo for Bo Roberson. Unit rates with 
Dieh!, John (T) 65 250 2B 6 Virginia better ones. RATING—VERY GOOD 
(E)—End (T)—Tackle 
A 

LINEBACKERS 
Otto, Gus (O) 62 220 3B 2 Missouri Anybody here beyond second year is consid- 
Williamson, John (O) 6-2 220 4 3 Louisiana Tech ~- ered a senior citizen. Lack of game experience 
Conners, Dan (O) col 230 ro 3 Miami (Fla.) is only drawback. Otto was one of the show- 
Hermann, Dick (O) 61 5 B 2 Florida State case freshmen in '65. Budness inherits Archie 
Kinney, Cliff (O) 64 25 n A San Diego State Matsos’ middle spot. Conners battles William- 
Buc ss, Bill (M) 6-2 mi 2B 3 Boston U. son for job. RATING—GOOD 
{O)—Outside linebacker (M)—Middle linebacker 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 


McCloughan, Kent (C) 6-1 190 2 2 Nebraska Bird, South's best broken-field runner, is candi- 
Grayson, Dave (C) 510 18 27 & ° Oregon te for corner job, showing class of Raiders’ 
Bird, Rodger (C) 5-1 195 pea 1 Kentucky secondary. Grayson fs All Pro caliber. Mc- 
Labruzzo, Joe (C) 5-9 175 2 1 Louisiana State Cloughan was rookie sensation. Williams could — 
Powers, Warren (S) 60 190-25 4 Nebraska contribute more if he had better hands (drops 
Williams, Howie (S) 6-0 186 we & Howard interceptions). Labruzzo and Gibson are re- 
Krakoski, Joe (S) 62 195 2 5 Hilinois turn specialists. Unit is on verge of becoming 
Gibson, Claude (S) 6-1 190 we 6 N. Carolina State best in league. RATING—GOOD i 
(C)—Corner : 


k (S$) Safety ae 


Power running by Clem Daniels (36) is one of the prime assets of the Oakland 
Raiders. Here he smashes over Boston’s Tom Addison (53) for a five-yard gain. Help 
is on the way for Addison as Leonard St. Jean (60) closes on the play 


When the Oakland Raiders zoomed from laughing 
stock to respected contender in one short burst a few 
seasons ago the answer was plainly Al Davis. Now that 
Davis has departed, he is also plainly the reason the 
Raiders move down a notch from Western Division 
favorite to mere dark horse. 

The team Johnny Rauch inherits is, candidly, a 
year away. But Davis’ guile, plus some adequate quar- 
terbacking, might have put it into the title game. 

Rauch’s assets include the AFL’s best assemblage 
of running backs, strong receiving and an improved 
defense. The strongest suit of all is potential. There 
are promising youngsters at almost every position. 

Take the Oakland linebackers. None has more 
than three years’ experience. They make mistakes, but 
seldom repeat them, and they are maturing fast. 

Two of the best kids should jazz up the offense. 
Larry Todd was the finest rookie running back in the 
league last year, but the Raiders are so deep in ball 
carriers that he is scheduled to be a pass receiver and 
could even end up in the secondary. 

Fred Biletnikoff overcame a severe case of the 
jitters early last year and turned into a plus as the 


starting flanker. He should have enough experience 
to take some double-coverage pressure off Art Powell. 

The Raiders traded middle linebacker Archie 
Matsos to Denver for fullback Hewritt Dixon, who 
can block and catch the ball as an Oakland fullback 
is asked to do. 

The draft brought a touted tight end, Little All- 
America Tom Mitchell of Bucknell. Rauch would be 
happy if he can hurdle Billy Cannon and Ken Herock 
to win the starting position. 

Two other rookies also have a chance to start. 
Rodger Bird, the No. 1 draft choice from Kentucky, 
contends for a berth in the secondary. Guard Richard 
Tyson learned pro-type pass protection at Tulsa. 

Six rookies started, at least part of the time, last 
year. All six—tackles Harry Schuh and Bob Svihus, 
linebacker Gus Otto, corner back Kent McCloughan, 
Todd and Biletnikoff—have big futures. 

The Raiders’ toughest problem is at quarterback. 
Cotton Davidson missed all but a few plays due to a 
sore arm last year. If he can snap back, even at his age, 
Oakland might have the adequate quarterbacking it 
needs to outdistance San Diego and Kansas City. O 
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WESTERN DIVISION 


The same old story: Lots of talented football players 
who never seem to put all their talents together Prediction: Third 


KANSAS CITY CHIEFS 


a 1965 RECORD (7-5-2) OFFENSE : 
i feed i RECEIVERS - Ht WH Age Exp. College Comments 

: 2 ko san Diego 10. "Burford, Chris (S) 63-10 BT Stanford Tayler, who came strong near end of "65 season, 
— 2 Wedon AT Pitts, Frank (S) 62 184 «= 222 Southern U. could supply deep threat Chiefs have been lack- 
. vipa io ae. oe ‘Arbanas, Fred (T) $3 234 2 5  MichiganState ing. Burford does good job on short and 
u : pe Brooker, Tom (T) 62 235 2% 5 Alabama medium patterns. Though he missed last month 
Carolan, Reg (T) bb 238 % 5 Idaho of play, he still led Chiefs in receiving. Pitts 
Taylor, Otis (F) $2 21 2 2 PrairieView has promise, but is sill green. Arbanas over- 
Richardson, Gloster (F) 6-0 200 23 1 —_ Jackson State ‘came handicap of restricted vision in one eye 

Lamb, Jerry (F) Ot 185 4 1 Arkansas to finish well. RATING--GOOD 


_(S)—Splitend = (T)—Tightend ~——_(F) Flanker 
_ a RS SRR ST RE A RT 
INTERIOR LINEMEN 


“Tyrer, Jim (1) 6 290-27 & Ohio State Tyrer annually is an All Star and excels as pass 
Hill, Dave (1) 65 U4 244 Auburn blocker. Hill arrived in '65. Reserves are a 
Cox, Steve (T) &5 243 23 «1_—‘SouthCarolina _bit thin. Cox ts bright prospect who could win 
a : ; a | DiMidio, Tony (1) 63 250-24 «2 West Chester job. Budde is among the league's better quards, 
- : TDs -PATs FGs Total | Budde, Ed (G) 65 260 25 4 Michigan State lived up to advance notices, Merz 
Brooker 0 “13-78 of Merz, Curt (6) 64 27 BOT ow work. Rosdahl was disappointment 
‘Mcliston © 9 8 0 | Reynolds, Al (G) 63 2500 BT Tarkio nse, but may find himself in switch. 
- -wartord 6 0 0 3% | Resdahl, Hatch (6) 64 20 2 3 Penn State DiMidio is a Giant reject. Unit could use more 
— Taylor = SS «Gilliam, Jon (C) 62 2M 76 Texas State |. RATING—GOOD 
: z “(tackle (G)—Guard —_ (C)—Conter 
2 encima 
" : QUARTERBACKS 
Dawson, Len 60 184 = 010 Purdue If he could curb indiscriminate running, Beath- 
- ‘Beathard, Pete 2 0 0 3 USC. ard could oust vet Dawson. Lenny gets rapped 
— | Thomas, Danny es es for lack of Imagination. RATING-—-GOOD 
? seers RES eS rR 
aes : RUNNING BACKS © 
a McClinton, Curtis (F) 63277 Kansas McClinton is shifted to fullback to fill vacancy 


Wilson, Jerre! (F) 64 mm m4 


5 
: 4 eft by Mack Hill's death. Statistically he had 
Gipson, Elijah (FH) = 6-1 22 
5 
r 
1 


is best year, but fumbles plagued him. 
physical skills make him No. 1 halfback 
Northwestern date, but he loses interest. Garrett, despite size, 
USC. could star. RATING—FAIR 


_ Atts Comps Yds 
Dawson 306 164 2265, 
“Beathard 88 «36 «632 


64 5 
60 15 
59 1%. 22 
(F)—Fullback —_(H)—Halfback 


‘ | RR SR ee SEARS 
: BEEING. : KICKER 
/ “ Recs Yds TDs Avg. Brooker, Te 62 2 65: IGP 2 
ee 
McClinton 37 590-3159 : z 
Jackson a Hn 1 3s 
Ta oe b 8 2 
ae : DEFENSE 
- - INTERCEPTIONS: : FRONT LINEMEN : 
--s = | ints’ Yds Longest A Mays, Jerry (E) 64 SMU, Mays is just as deadly at end as he was at 
C2 Witenok ke Os Hurston, Chuck (6) 6-6 230, 23.2 Auburn tackle, Rookie Brown is the man to beat out on 
eee Robinson 5 99) «5019-8 Brown, Aaron (E) 65 20 2 61 Minnesota other side, Hurston has amazing speed, but he's 
- Bell 4° 183 Buchanan, Buck (T) 67 287 «= 4 Grambling hanan, in 
. — Lothamer, Ed (T) 65 7m 3B 3 Michigan ere, fourth season, should reach Sestak-Ladd class. 
: Borghetti, Ernie (T) 6-4 2804 Powerful Lothamer is first-rate. This is one of 
: : -PUNTING “Piraino, Al (1) 65 265-221 Wisconsin AFL's finest groups. RATING—EXCELLENT 


(E)—End —(T)—Tackle 


Punts Yds Longest Avg Es 


Wien 683132 Ab 


: LINEBACKERS 
i oe Bell, Bobby (0) 64 28% 4 Minnesote Bell made successful switch from All-League 
PUNT RETURNS a : Holub EJ. Bae), bh 2 oa & Texas Tech “ to All-League linebacker. He's unbe- 
ne Ac "Stover, Smoke 60 27 2 7 N.E.Louisiena — fievably quick. Holub piles up running game, 
tae ae hg sons As Corey, Walt (1 2B 8 Miami : but mysteries of forward pass baffle him. 
ena a3 Headrick, Sherill (M) 6-2 29 8 TexasChristian _Headrick does solid job, RATING—GOOD 


Soper Soe _()nOuhside linebacker” (4)—Middle inebecker 


KICKOFF RETURNS 


eh, . nn aS 
o : ‘DEFENSIVE BACKS 
ae : : é Mitchell, Willie (C) 24 3 Tennessee State Mitchell improved in sophomore season, but 
Bee Con ea | (Willison, Fred (c) 28 7 Northwestern still makes mental. errors. Experience could 
Be detson 8 | Smith, Fletcher (C) 2 1 Tennessee A&i smooth him out. Williamson's among top- — 
ee oe Hunt,’ Bobby (5) 2% 5 Auburn echelon corners. Robinson finally reached top 
3 = : Robinson, Johnny (si 27 7 Lowisiana State —_as defensive back. Hunt is just a notch ens 
es Ply, Bobby (S) 2% 5 Baylor shim, Ply does capable job of filling in. 51 
es : ‘Sutton, Mickey (S)_ 22 1 Aubuen makes Sutton a prospect. RATING—GOt sob : 
— eR baner Baa! i = 3 


Kansas City’s field general, Len Dawson, starts a play against the Jets. 
Running back Curtis McClinton (32) moves out of his backfield position to block and 
you can see center Jon Gilliam (65) move to his right to help open the hole 


The Kansas City Chiefs are violating one of the holy 
precepts of pro football. They’re banking on a pair of 
rookies. They’re not ordinary rookies. One is Mike 
Garrett, the Southern California halfback who won the 
Heisman Trophy last year. The other is Aaron Brown, 
Minnesota’s coveted end. 

It took the proceeds from one of Lamar Hunt’s 
oil wells to get Garrett’s name on a contract. His sign- 
ing became imperative when fullback Mack Lee Hill 
died on the operating table during routine knee sur- 
gery last fall. Curtis McClinton moves from halfback 
to replace Hill. The hope is that Garrett’s skills will 
overcome his lack of size (5-9, 195 pounds) and enable 
him to move directly into the lineup. Brown, a superb 
athlete, could give the Chiefs the finest defensive front 
four in the league. 

Garrett’s size isn’t the only problem in the run- 
ning attack. McClinton never has equaled his great 
rookie season of five years ago. Last year he did well 
statistically, but fumbled away several victories. 

If McClinton doesn’t excel and if Garrett doesn’t 
prove to be the outside runner coach Hank Stram 
hopes he will be, then Ron Burton (acquired from Bos- 


ton) or rookie Elijah Gipson will get a long look see. 

The progressive-minded Chief fans hope this is 
the year young Pete Beathard replaces conservative 
Len Dawson at quarterback. Beathard is a superior 
scrambler, but leaves his pocket more than necessary. 

“He could be another Art Powell,” says Stram 
of big Otis Taylor. The green rookie had his moments 
last year, scoring five touchdowns. 

If Frank Pitts matures he’ll challenge dependable 
Chris Burford at split end. Tight end is safe with Fred 
Arbanas, who has licked poor vision in his right eye. 

Defensively, the Chiefs have that championship 
look. Brown completes a classy front which includes 
All Pro Jerry Mays at the other end plus awesome 
Buck Buchanan and underrated Ed Lothamer at 
tackles. There’s a promising sub in end Chuck Hurs- 
ton, one of the fastest Chiefs. 

There are few better linebackers than Bobby 
Bell. E. J. Holub and middle man Sherill Headrick are 
also first-rate. Safeties Johnny Robinson and Bobby 
Hunt star in the secondary. The enemy, however, looks 
for flaws in the play of corner backs Willie Mitchell 
and Fred Williamson, o 
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WESTERN DIVISION 


Not much going on here—a few stars and a lot of holes 
is the story of Mac Speedie’s immediate future Prediction: Fourth 


DENVER BRONCOS 


1965 RECORD (4-10) _ : OFFENSE 
San Diego 4 | RECEIVERS Ht Wt Age Exp. College Comments 
IB Buffalo el ae os Taylor, Lionel (5) 62 215 2 8  N.M.Highlands Taylor is the Denver passing game. Trouble is, 
PERE a apex tatetgns | Hadrick, Bob (3) 63 20 1 Purdue he doesn't have enough help. Hadriek could re- 
Ge | Newy 8 Denson, Al (T). 1 Me M3 Florida ARM fe pressure. Denson doesn't have physique 
BB Kansas City 31 ay Hatfield, ay Die AB nt 3 As Siete 
2 Houston v7 Scarpitto, Bob (F) = B11. 196 «= 27S & =~ Notre Dame . 
c 4 Licie a a | Crabtree, Eric ( 1H Bi G16) ot oe 6 Scarpitto works. RATING—FAIR- 
Ls Bs Sie Dlagos 38 {$)—Split end (7)—Tight end (FeFlonker 
5 31 Houston a : 
20 Oakland 2 INTERIOR LINEMEN a 
ae. ‘13 Oakland = 4 Danenhauer, Eldon (T) 65 245 30 7 Pittsburg (Kan.) If Breitenstein and Bernet continue to improve, 
= 20 Boston 2B -—Breitenstein, Bob (T) 5270 23 2 Tulsa ‘they could turn this into plus group. Danenhauer 
: 35 Kansas City 45 ] Bernet, Lee (1) $2 MS 4 2 Wisconsin is one of AFL's best tackles. Tough rookie Mat- 
2 / = | Matson, Pat (1) 61 50211 Oregon son excitas interest. Sturm may have to move 
: sai : McCullough, Bob (G) 62 245 «25 «= §~—Colorado back fo center. Kubala never produced as ox- 
SCORING = Sturm, Jerry ae) 63 mF ~~ -Allinois perts predicted. This makes guard a pretty 
TDs PATs FGs Total = |_—Parker, oun (6) &1 245-24. «2 Southern Miss. fragile posifion. Big. hope is that youngsters 
Kroner 0138 Kubala, Ray (C) 64 245 24 3 Texas A&M mature. RATING—FAIR 
Hay cei ae (T—Tackle — (G)—Guard_—_(C)—Center 
“Gilchrist Eee ae : LTT 
beaten Teh “QUARTERBACKS 
wyacludes juospiolat conversion : MeCormick, John &1 210-274 Massachusetts © McCormick's strong arm makes him No. 1. 
" : Slaughter, Mickey 60 19 2% 3 LouisianaTech Slaughter, given adequate protection, can be 
2 ‘Glacken, Scotty $0 10. HT tke better than he's indicated. RATING—POOR 
- RUSHING PESTS A SER SESE SE 
od Atls Yds TDs Avg” RUNNING BACKS 
: Gilchrist 252 54 3.8 Haves: Wencell() 1195 5 2 Hambold Sate Goolte ty an incredible ground gelnec: Mayes) 
Hayes 130 5245 40° Haynes, Abner (H) 60 190 2 7 N.TexasState was a fine rookie. His speed and power could 
“Haynes 41 166 «= 3 40. Mitcheli, Charley (H) 5-11 185 25.3. Washington make him a big sar, Abner ted league it pent 
i Gilchrist, Cookie (F) 6251. 13_—none Mitchell tries comeback after back 
Bae : E Lester, Darrell (F) 2 20% _ 3 McNeese State _ injury. RATING--VERY GOOD 
PASSING : (F)—Fullback = (H) Halfback - : 
a Atts Comps Yds TDs ints Pct a EEE SEPA HC RP AAEM RRR A ES RAR RES AREAS 
4 McCormick 253 103 1292 7 14 40.7 KICKER 2 
fete we ef Pe Kroner, Gary 61-200 «25-3 Wisconsin ‘65: 13 of 29 FG attempts. RATING—FAIR 
: nn se te 
RECEIVING 
Recs Yds DEFENSE : 
Taylor 5 1129 : 
on 2 $85 FRONT LINEMEN S 
Haynes % 26 Leetzow, Max (E) 64 20 2 «2 Idaho Jacobs, best here, finally proved Houston 
Dixon B34 Moore, Leroy (E) 62 230 2% 5  Ft.ValleyState _goofed when it gave up on him after drafting 
Hayes 4 294 Davis, Mary (E) 64 22 2 1 Wichita him No. 1. Leetzow developed slowly, but 
Maddox, John (E) 64 BS 231 Mississippi should easily win starting spot. Davis or Mad- 
HONE Jacobs, Ray (T) 63 275 2% 4 Howard Payne. dox could unseat Moore, an in-and-outer. 
INTERG ETON: danerette, Charley (1) 63 265 277 Penn Sta fe keeps plugging. Cox and Inman are 
Ints Yds Longest Avg Cox, Larry (1) @ wm 2m 1 . This group won't frighten 
Gonoulin 6 oN 15.2 Inman, Jerry (1) “am Ss 4 many enemy quarterbacks. RATING—POOR 
Griffin 4109 4 773 {E)—End —_ (T)—Tackle 
Wilson 3118 65 303 2 SEE SEE PSE SEES 
LINEBACKERS : 
PUNTING Bramlett, John (0) 62 214 28 «2 -~— Memphis State —_-Bramlet was Broncos’ best rookie in ‘65. He's 
Hopkins, Jerry (O-M) 62 23525 4—Texas A&M small but very tough. Matsos, traded from Oak- 
., Punts Yds Longest Avg ‘Cummings, Ed (0) 2 mm 8 4 Stanford Jand, should add savvy and class to a unit 
Scarpitte 67 2633 6742.3 Forsberg, Fred (0) 62 25 21 «1 Washington that needs it. Hopkins keeps getting better. 
Sbranti, Ron (O) 62 20 21 «1 Utah State Sbranti, pass-catching end at Utah State, could 
PUNT RETURNS Matsos, Archie (M) 60 22 30 7 = MichiganState be big surprise. RATING—FAIR 
a | (©)--Outside tinebacker —_ (M)—Middle linebacker 
: © Res Yds Longest Avg TST 
ka 2 20 10.0 é re Z 
Hone Oo as DEFENSIVE BACKS : 
Brown, Witlle (C) 61 19 2% =4 — Grambling AF Milla: brona's beathy. Broncos! secorciary 
. | Wilson, Nemiah (Cc) 0165.23 2 Grambling will improve 15 or 20 per cent. Undersized Wil- 
| KICKOFF RETURNS "Griffin, John (C) 60 190 26 ~~ Memphis State son had some moments as rookie. Sellers could 
| mie” Vd loan Ae “McMillan, Jim (C-S) S11 195 28-~=— 8 ~—Colorado State —_replace him. Griffin is inconsistent. McMillan 
e Himes 4 OS Sellers, Goldie (C-S) 62 198 23 1 Grambling could win job at safety, where Gonsoulin is dis- 
os nom ee Gonsoulin, Goes (8) $3 710 87 Barr content. Bussell took along time, but may de. 
eit! bs Bussell, Gerry (S) 185 23 2 GeorgiaTech —_—_velop. RATING—FAIR 


(€)—Corner back {S)--Satery 


Cookie Gilchrist (2) used his power upfield.to vet past the line of scrimmage. 
Now he utilizes his speed to beat a Kansas City defensive back into the end zone for a 
Denver TD—but even Cookie’s talents aren't enough to make his team a winner 


Denver signed seven rookie quarterbacks. Would you 
believe coach Mac Speedie has a large problem? 

Actually, the Broncos reached the respectable 
stage in ’65, ranking second to San Diego in rushing 
and third behind San Diego and Houston in passing. 
But the next plateau is the “dangerous” stage, and that 
won’t be reached unless Speedie concocts improved 
quarterbacking and a much better defense. 

John McCormick, the winter-book choice to start 
at quarterback, has proved little except that he has a 
strong arm. Young Mickey Slaughter has been brilliant 
at times, but does not enjoy the confidence of his team- 
mates or coaches. 

That’s where the freshmen come in. The best of 
the rookie bunch is Scotty Glacken, the finest Duke 
quarterback since Sonny Jurgenson. If he shows well 
early, he’ll win a pay check. 

But no matter who the quarterback is, Denver 
will be tough on the ground once again. Cookie Gil- 
christ still bruises tacklers and he has an outside run- 
ner, Wendell Hayes, to help him. There’s Abner 
Haynes, too. He is still dangerous in the open field. 

Other offensive needs are a tight end and at 


least one quality guard. The reserves are practically 
bare along the line and among the receivers. 

For the seventh consecutive draft, the Broncos 
failed to sign their No. 1 choice. This year it was one of 
the things Denver needed most, a defensive lineman. 
The man in question, Jerry Shay of Purdue, signed 
with Minnesota. 

The linebacking improved when Speedie traded 
tight end Hewritt Dixon to Oakland for middle line- 
backer Archie Matsos. Arch freelances, but makes the 
big play. A homicidal sophomore, Johnny Bramlett, 
wages war on one side. 

A poor pass rush puts agonizing pressure on the 
secondary. Corner back Willie Brown could be the 
best in the league if he shakes an ankle injury. Safety 
Goose Gonsoulin is good, but the quality ends here. 

Speedie was ready to trade during the winter 
but got a depressing reaction from his rival coaches: 
“With what?” Mac doesn’t have enough good front 
liners, much less attractive chattel. 

If the Broncos have .500 aspirations they would 
be advised to let Cookie, Hayes, Abner and Co. control 
the football as much as possible. Oo 
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1965 AFL INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 


SCORING RUSHING 

TDs PATs FGs Total Atts Yards TDs Longest Avg 
Cappelletti, Boston ........ 9 27 17 132* Lowe, San Diego . . 222 2121* +7* 59 51° 
Gogolak, Buffalo .......... Oo 31 28* #115 Gilchrist, Denver .... 252* 954 6 44 3.8 
Travenio, San Diego ........ °O 40* 18 94 Daniels, Oakland .... 219 884 5 57 40 
J. Turner, New York........ 0 31 20 91 Snell, New York ..... 169 7684 #444 45 
Maynard, New York ........ 14* 0 0 84 McClinton, Kansas City 175 661 6 48 3.8 
Alworth, San Diego ..... -.14* 0 0 84 Hill, Kansas City .... 125 627 2 66 5.0 
Brooker, Kansas City....... 0 37 13 76 Mathis, New York .... 147 604 5 79 41 
Powell, Oakland ....... rake O °O 72 Carlton, Buffalo .... 156 592 6 80* 38 
Daniels, Oakland ..........12 (1) 1) 72 Burrell, Houston .... 130 528 3 63 4.1 
Kroner, Denver ....,...... i?) 32 13 71 Hayes, Denver .. 130 526 5 43 4.1 

PASSING 


Atts Comps PctComps Yards TDs Ints Pctints Avg Gain 
Hadi, San Diego . . npn 174 50.0 2798* 20 21 6.0 8.04* 
Dawson, Kansas City ...... 305 163 53.4* 2262 21* 14 4.6 742 
Namath, New York . . . 164 48.2 2220 18 15 44 6.53 


Kemp, Buffalo ..... 179 45.8 2368 10 18 4.6 6.06 
Blanda, Houston .... 186* 42.1 2542 20 30 6.8 5.75 
Parilli, Boston 173 40.6 2597 18 26 6.1 6.10 
Flores, Oakland 122 45.3 1593 14 11 4.1 5.92 
Wood, Oakland oe 69 43.9 1003 8 6* 3.6* 6.43 
Slaughter, Denver ........ 75 51.0 864 6 12 8.2 5.88 
McCormick, Denver ....... 253 103 40.7 1292 7 14 5.5 5.11 


Standings are based on per cent of completions, touchdown passes, per cent of interceptions and 
average yards gained. To qualify for championship rating, 2 player must throw at least 140 passes. 


PASS RECEIVING INTERCEPTIONS 
Recs Yards TDs Longest Avg Ints Yards TDs Longest Avg 
Taylor, Denver ..... 85* 1131 6 63 13.3 Hicks, Houston ...... -9* 156 O 31. 173 
Alworth, San Diego .. 69 1602* 14% 85 23.2* Whitehead, San Diego... 7 127 1 35 181 
Maynard, New York .. 68 1218 14* 56 17.9 Paulson, New York ..... 7 72 Oo 22 103 
Burrell, Houston .... 55 650 4 52 11.8 Clarke, Buffalo ...... 7 60 o 40 8.6 
Powell, Oakland ..,. 52 800 12 66 15.4 Norton, Houston . . 7 52 o #18 7.4 
Burford, Kansas City . 47 575 6 57 12.2 Gonsoulin, Denver ..... 6 91 Oo 32 15.2 
Roberson, Oak-Buff .. 46 703 3 7 153 Williamson, Kansas City . 6 89 Q@ Si 14.8 
Hennigan, Houston .. 41 578 4 53 14.1 West, New York ..... 6 57 Oo 28 9.5 
PUNTING PUNT RETURNS 
Punts Yards Longest Avg Rets Yards TDs Longest Avg 


Duncan, San Diego . 30 464* 2% 66 15.5* 


Wilson, Kansas City... 68 3132 64 46.1* 


R ‘ 7 
oe row iaee e 
Norton, Houston .... 84* $711* 65 44.2 Byrd paeAnS 33 ed 5 = ois 
Maguire, Buffalo .... 80 3437 68 43.0 - NERS 

Barry, Denver ....... 210 0 38 10.0 
Scarpitto, Denver .... 67 2833 74* 42.3 Haynie: Dongen ok. a : = we 
Yewcic, Boston ..... 74 3094 70 41.8 Baird, Naw Voi oe esi 6 re 
Mercer, Oakland-.... 75 3079 70 41.1 Burton, Bastin. at ota 4a 
opener aoe & 40-7 Jackson, Kansas City . 13 163 ie) 41 12.5 
ne REC Rutkowski, Buffalo... 11 127 0 33 11S 
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Comparisons of the Canadian Football League with its 
two lusty American cousins are inevitable—and in- 
variably lopsided, if spectator totals and the juicy 
plum of television revenues are the only factors ap- 
praised. By any such gauge, the Canadian loop must 
run a poor third to the NFL and the AFL. Yet, the 
lure of the Canadian game is undeniable—and proof 
aplenty exists in the swelling ranks of talented Ameri- 
cans, players and coaches alike, who have flocked north 
ever since the league was organized in 1948. Many an 
American collegiate star turned his back on tempting 
offers from the NFL or AFL to follow the pied-piper 
call of “Come North, Young Man.” With an eye to- 
ward quelling what might have amounted to a Yankee 
invasion, Canadian League officials instituted a restric- 
tive clause, which holds the number of American 
players per team to 14—out of a total team comple- 
ment of 32, Thus some 43 per cent of the players are 
transplanted Americans. 


PRO BALL— 
NORTH 

OF THE 
BORDER 


BY BARRIE WILLIAMS 
The Hamilton Spectator 


The lure of the Canadian game is 
undeniable—jud ging by its U.S. imports 


The 1965 Grey Cup contest, held in Toronto, brought together the East’s 
Hamilton Tiger-Cats and the West's Winnipeg Blue Bombers. Here, Hamilton quarterback Joe 
Zuger turns the corner behind teammates Bob Counts ( 32) and Chuck Walton (52) 


NORTH OF THE BORDER / continued 


How do these worthies, who either call the shots 
or take the weekly bruising, feel about Canadian foot- 
bail itself, and about the promise and prospects of life 
in Canada in general? One highly articulate member 
of the expatriate band is Hamilton Tiger-Cat coach 
Ralph Sazio, who has adopted Canada as his home. 
The veteran Sa: tarting his 17th year in the league, 
is the senior Yank in terms of service. After his play- 
ing days with Hamilton, he served as the club’s as- 
sistant coach until stepping into the head post in 1963. 
“] really like Canadian football,” says Ralph. “It offers 
quite a challenge, its rules are unique and there’s so 
much opportunity to really become established in this 
great country.” 


The uninitiated American fan, suddenly plunked 
down in a Canadian football stadium, might find him- 
self bug-eyed with bewilderment until he got the hang 
of his favorite game as it grabs ’em, up north. The play- 
ing field is a king-sized version of the stateside tundra: 
10 yards longer, 12 yards wider—and with the end 
zone yawning 15 yards deeper. All of which add up to 


a goodly amount of extra romping room. There’s none 
of the nose-to-nose lining up, as Americans know it; 
Canadian footballers square off one yard apart on of- 
fense and defense. A ball kicked into the end zone 
counts for a single point, unless run or kicked out. 


One aspect of the game that particularly delights 
Canadians—and would leave an unrehearsed Ameri- 
can dumbfounded—is the absence of the “fair catch.” 
Up north, the punt return man is given what amounts 
toa five-yard “buffer” zone to latch onto the ball before 
he takes off. Would-be tacklers closing in on the re- 
ceiver waiting for a kicked ball have to back off, keep- 
ing five yards between themselves and the return man, 
until he has caught the ball. Once he has it, however, 
he’s on his own, since Canadian rules don’t permit 
downfield blocking. 

As for the rule changes that have raised all the 
ruckus, there’s no denying that this pair of revisions 
will substantially re-shape the game along U. S. lines. 
The first change permits all backfield men to block 
anywhere downfield. Before this change, only backs 
lined up outside the ends—backs who crossed the line 
of scrimmage after the ball was snapped and who 
maintained their positions outside the ends—were 
eligible to clear for the ball carrier. 

The other change—sure to open up the game 
even further—allows all eligible receivers to block for 
the man who snares a forward pass. In the past, once 
the pass had been caught, the receiver’s nearest team- 
mates would almost literally turn themselves into 
statues, so as not to be called for interference. 

Queried about the effects of the rules changes, 
Sazio minces no words. “I voted against the rule allow- 
ing backfielders to block. Our club has always been 
against changes like this because they are making the 
game too Americanized. If things go on like this, 
changing rules each year, the uniqueness of the Cama- 
dian game will be lost. I admit that the other rule, al- 
lowing all eligible receivers to block, will open up the 
a dull, grind-out type of ground game that will bore 
game, but the one involving backfielders could lead to 
the fans. I think the fans want to see the ball in the 
air more often.” 

At the other end of the scale, in terms of experi- 
ence, is Nebraska-born Darrall Mudra, who gets his 
first taste of the Canadian game this year as the new 
head coach of the Montreal Alouettes. At the helm of 
North Dakota State for the last three years, he saw his 
clubs run up records of 3-5 his first year, 10-1 his sec- 
ond and 11 straight last season. The affable Mudra, 
well aware that his work is cut out for him, is faced 
with a brace of particularly thorny problems. To begin 
with, pro football is an altogether different breed of cat 


Halfback Leo Lewis of the Winnipeg Blue Bombers 

hurdles a Hamilton defender en route to a touchdown during 
last November's Grey Cup game, opposite page top- 

And Ottawa’s Jim Dillard picks up valuable yardage ina 
regular-season game against the Ti-Cats, bottom 


than its collegiate counterpart—and, to boot, it gen- 
erally takes Americans, especially head coaches, a 
couple of years before they are astute enough to take 
full advantage of Canadian rules and playing condi- 
tions. Secondly, Mudra is confronted by the paradox 
of a club that has done poorly despite the undeniable 
fact that, as an Eastern team, it has the advantage of 
heavier grosses from higher attendances, The result- 
ant monies should have enabled the club to purchase 
the necessary talent, but this has not been the case. 

Looking forward to his first year in Canadian 
ball, Mudra says, “I'll coach from the spotter’s box, not 
the sidelines. I find that the high vantage point helps 
me. We'll try to build up our offensive line; we have 
good receivers and a couple of heavy backs, but we’re 
still looking for that special runner.” 

Perhaps a typical spokesman for many of the 
American players who heeded “the call of the North” 
is John Barrow, captain of the Hamilton Tiger-Cats. 
Starting his 10th year of Canadian ball, Barrow has 
garnered a glittering share of acclaim since his All- 
America days at the University of Florida. He holds 
an Eastern Conference record of being named to All 
Star teams nine times; .he was Canada’s outstanding 
lineman in 1962, was a runner-up for this title last year 
and has consistently been a nominee for it. John could 
easily have been in the NFL today—in fact, he nearly 
went to the Detroit Lions four years ago, when his 
option with the Hamilton club was up. (The Lions, in- 
cidentally, had first tried to tap Barrow after he came 
out of college.) As the big fellow recalls it: “Detroit 
had made me a very good offer and I was certainly in- 
terested in playing in the NFL—I think most Ameri- 
cans are. But I began to think of what I would do when 
my playing days were over and, in this regard, the op- 
portunities the Canadian game offered made me decide 
to remain in Hamilton.” Barrow, who now makes his 
home in Canada and has become a Canadian citizen, is 
half-owner of a bowling alley, heads a sales promotion 
and premium company, and is currently a manage- 
ment trainee with Carling Breweries. He is another 
performer who has taken full advantage of one of the 
Canadian game’s prime selling points—evening prac- 
tice—which allows players to hold down full-time day 
jobs during the season. 

No roster of American notables who have 
thrived as transplants in the Canadian football climate 
would be complete, without mention of such men as: 
@ Tom Brown, the Vancouver Lions’ middle line- 
backer extraordinary. This former Minnesota All- 
America collected a bag-full of college awards from 
the Associated Press, United Press International, Look, 
the Football Writers’ and Football Coaches’ Associa- 
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Montreal Alouettes’ quarterback Bernie Faloney 
is an ex-University of Maryland All-America who emigrated to 
Canada. He’s been a star in the CFL for a decade now 


NORTH OF THE BORDER / continues 


tions, and was Heisman Trophy runner-up to Navy’s 
Joe Bellino. His Canadian career has had a correspond- 
ing amount of notoriety—including the 1963 and 1964 
distinctions of “Outstanding Canadian Lineman.” 
© Bud Grant, starting his 10th season as coach of the 
Winnipeg Blue Bombers—which have run up over 110 
league, playoff and Grey Cup wins under his tutelage. 
Grant, who was “Athlete of the Half Century” at Min- 
nesota, set a one-game record (since eclipsed) of 186 
yards gained catching passes while a member of the 
1951 Philadelphia Eagles. 
© Kenny Ploen, Winnipeg quarterback, was an 18th 
draft choice of the Cleveland Browns after his days at 
Towa. He chose, however, to finish out a school term 
and come to Canada for future security. Speaking of 
that decision, Kenny says, “I also figured I'd end up 
playing defense if I ever made it in the NFL . . .” 
© Dave Skrien, Neill Armstrong, Eagle Keys and 
Frank Clair are among the Americans who’ve done 
handsomely for themselves at the respective helms of 
the Vancouver Lions, Edmonton Eskimos, Saskatche- 
wan Roughriders and Ottawa Rough Riders. The list 
is a long and impressive one and, if it weren’t for the 
previously mentioned restrictive clause, the ranks of 
Canadian pro footballers would boast considerably 
more than the current 43 per cent of Yanks with a zest 
for the Land of the Maple Leaf. 

For Canadian fans, the annual Grey Cup con- 


test is a frenzied, high-spirited whoop-de-do that com- 
bines American bowl game fever with the excitement 
of the NFL and AFL championships—and adds the 
holiday-and-hurrah spirit of the World Series. In 
short, it makes a myth of the contention that the aver- 
age Canadian—like his British cousin—is a restrained, 
conservative and unemotional creature. 

Interest in the game is so intense that fans reg- 
ularly make bookings a year ahead for Toronto or 
Vancouver, the alternating sites of the contest. Special 
planes, trains, chartered buses and good hotels are 
usually sold out months ahead—and the game itself, 
with the exception of last year, has been pretty much of 
an early sellout since play first started in "48. 

The Grey Cup, a much-battered piece of silver- 
ware first donated as a rugby trophy in 1909 by Cana- 
da’s then-Governor General Earl Grey, originally cost 
$48. Now it is insured for over $100,000 and, collec- 
tively, the nine league teams have spent millions in 
their yearly battles for it. 

The history of cup competition is studded with 
colorful tales of all-out attempts by the respective 
Eastern and Western Conference playoff champs to 
nail down the trophy. Perhaps the most amazing story 
has to do with a spectacular “first” that even the NFL 
and AFL can’t yet lay claim to—the only two-day foot- 
ball game in history! This accidental double-header 
took place back in 1962, when the Hamilton Tiger- 
Cats, representing the Eastern Conference, met the 
West’s Winnipeg Blue Bombers, in Toronto. 

All during the week preceding the game, swirling 
fog, reminiscent of those infamous English “pea-soup- 
ers,” had virtually cut Toronto off from the rest of the 
world. Planes were grounded; trains, hours late, moved 
cautiously through the haze, and driving was restricted 
to a foolhardy few. 

On Saturday, the day of the game, the sun finally 
pierced the fog and winds off nearby Lake Ontario 
further cleared the murk, to the extent that then- 
Commissioner G. Sydney Halter decided the contest 
would go on at one o’clock. Unfortunately, it wasn’t 
long before the pesky fog rolled in again, worse than 
ever. Coaches on the sidelines couldn’t see the players; 
spotters in the press box, high atop the grandstand, 
were useless. The American Broadcasting Company, 
televising the game, switched from its high cameras to 
one at ground level, with the result that television fans 
actually saw more of the action than those in the stands. 
Finally, after consulting with Commissioner Halter, 
referee Paul Dojack called a halt to the game with Win- 
nipeg leading, 28-27. After a hectic round of discus- 
sions with officials of both teams, it was decided that 


the remaining nine minutes and 29 seconds of the 
game would be played the following day. 

Sunday broke gloriously, with bright sun and 
warm temperature. Eager fans, with or without tickets, 
besieged the stadium to see the climax of this two-day 
cliff-hanger. The Blue Bombers picked up where they 
had left off 24 hours previously, at second down and 
10 yards to go on Hamilton’s 54-yard line ... and, nine 
minutes and 29 seconds later, the game ended as it had 
the previous day—with Winnipeg the winner by the 
very same 28-27 score! 

How does the Canadian League shape up on the 
edge of the 1966 season? What are the trends, which 
clubs are the “powerhouses,” which teams have more 
or less consistently finished in the money? For Ameri- 
cans particularly, there is much that is significant in 
the often-voiced complaint—made especially by fans 
in the West—that “the Eastern Conference plays dull 
football.” Of the four clubs that make up this con- 
ference, Hamilton and Ottawa have consistently been 
the winning entries. In fact, the Hamilton Tiger-Cats, 
on the basis of past performance, have to be rated the 
most successful team in Canadian football. 

The remaining two teams in the East—the To- 
ronto Argonauts and Montreal Alouettes—present a 
peculiar paradox, in terms of their dismal records in 
recent years. As the teams located in the largest and 
wealthiest Canadian cities, they should have been able 
to translate the potential of high attendance into the 
dollars that would buy the kind of players who produce 
winning teams—but it just hasn’t worked out that way. 
Toronto, which seems to have a death-grip on the East- 
ern Conference cellar, hasn’t even been involved in 
Grey Cup play since 1952. The club has had six head 
coaches since then and starts the ’66 season with tough, 
controversial Bob Shaw, who has been at the helm 
since last year. Shaw practically ran an airlift of Amer- 
ican imports last year, but the club finished at the bot- 
tom of the barrel, nonetheless. This past off-season, he 
concentrated on getting proven performers, via trades 
with other league clubs. Montreal, facing the coming 
season under the aegis of Darrall Mudra, brand new 
to Canadian ball and the pro ranks, is at best a doubt- 
ful prospect for ’66 Grey Cup honors. 

In the Western Conference, there is lots of room 
for argument and speculation when it comes to picking 
a winner. The Vancouver Lions, last team admitted to 
the loop, in 1954, made a poor showing in 1965, after 
garnering the Grey Cup in ’64. But if they get up off 
those now-dusty laurels, they’ll be a serious force to 
reckon with. Although the Calgary Stampeders haven’t 
made a return appearance in Grey Cup competition 


Ottawa signal caller Russ Jackson is belted by a 
burly Toronto Argonaut lineman, but still manages to complete 
a pass. He holds the key to’66 Rough Rider title hopes 


since 1948, they are always an exciting—if puzzling— 
outfit as they consistently enjoy fine seasons, until they 
invariably lose the big one that would have meant a 
Cup berth. This could very well be their year—if they 
can sustain themselves for the big, final push. Win- 
nipeg’s Blue Bombers are probably the club to reckon 
with in the West. It’s tough to quarrel with success, and 
the type of hard-hitting, heads-up ball the Bombers 
play puts the stamp of Grey Cup potential on them 
from the word “go.” 


The Edmonton team, which has been lagging in 
the Western basement, was the glamor club of the 
league during the 1950's. The Eskimos played in five 
Grey Cup contests from 1952 to 1960—and carried off 
the Cup in ’54, ’55 and ’56. Both Edmonton and the 
Saskatchewan Roughriders are a pair of puzzlers, and 
crystal-gazing is particularly difficult where they are 
involved. The latter club has long been compared with 
the NFL’s Green Bay Packers, because of the small- 
ness of the Roughriders’ stadium in Regina and the 
fanatical support that the entire community gives the 
team. Holding $100-a-plate dinners each year has been 
one of the club’s financial mainstays, although it now 
receives a split of the Western Conference gates and 
this has helped put it in the black. 

Whatever the outcome of what is sure to be a 
turbulent season, there’s one prediction that’s guaran- 
teed to come true. There'll be further Grey Cup fever 
this year in Vancouver, complete with all the hijinks, 
hoopla and excitement of past years—and then some. 1) 
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1966 CONTINENTAL 


FOOTBALL LEAGUE SCHEDULE 


FIRST WEEK 
Thursday, August 18 
Norfolk at Toronto 
Saturday, August 20 
Brooklyn at Charleston 
Orlando at Montreal 
Philadelphia at Hartford 
Sunday, August 21 
Richmond at Wheeling 


FIFTH WEEK 

Friday, September 16 
Montreal at Toronto 
Saturday, September 17 
Norfolk at Philadelphia 
Richmond at Hartford 
Orlando at Charleston 
Sunday, September 18 
Brooklyn at Wheeling 


NINTH WEEK 
Saturday, October 15 
Richmond at Charleston 
Brooklyn at Toronto 
Hartford at Philadelphia 
Wheeling at Montreal 
Orlando at Norfolk 


SECOND WEEK 
Friday, August 26 
Hartford at Toronto 
Saturday, August 27 
Montreal at Philadelphia 
Orlando at Brooklyn 
Richmond at Norfolk 
Wheeling at Charleston 


SIXTH WEEK 
Saturday, September 24 
Hartford at Montreal 
Toronto at Norfolk 
Orlando at Richmond 
Philadelphia at Brooklyn 
Sunday, September 25 
Charleston at Wheeling 


TENTH WEEK 
Friday, October 21 
Toronto at Montreal 
Saturday, October 22 
Richmond at Brooklyn 
Wheeling at Hartford 
Philadelphia at Norfolk 
Charleston at Orlando 


THIRTEENTH WEEK 
Saturday, November 12 
Toronto at Philadelphia 
Orlando at Hartford 
Wheeling at Richmond 
Sunday, November 13 
Charleston at Montreal* 
Brooklyn at Norfolk 


THIRD WEEK 
Saturday, September 3 
Toronto at Orlando 
Charleston at Philadelphia 
Brooklyn at Hartford 
Sunday, September 4 
Norfolk at Wheeling 
Monday, September 5 
Richmond at Montreal* 


SEVENTH WEEK 
Thursday, September 29 
Toronto at Richmond 
Saturday, October 1 
Wheeling at Philadelphia 
Norfolk at Hartford 
Brooklyn at Orlando 
Montreal at Charleston 


ELEVENTH WEEK 
Saturday, October 29 
Montreal at Richmond 
Brooklyn at Philadelphia 
Charleston at Norfolk 
Toronto at Hartford 
Sunday, October 30 
Orlando at Wheeling 


FOURTEENTH WEEK 
Saturday, November 19 
Toronto at Brooklyn 
Philadelphia at Orlando 
Hartford at Charleston 
Sunday, November 20 
Montreal at Wheeling 
Thursday, November 24 
(Thanksgiving Day) 
Norfolk at Richmond* 


FOURTH WEEK 
Friday, September 9 
Philadelphia at Toronto 
Wheeling at Orlando 
Saturday, September 10 
Montreal at Brooklyn 
Charleston at Richmond 
Sunday, September 11 
Hartford at Norfolk 


EIGHTH WEEK 
Saturday, October 8 
Charleston at Toronto 
Norfolk at Brooklyn 
Montreal at Orlando 
Philadelphia at Richmond 
Sunday, October 9 
Hartford at Wheeling 


TWELFTH WEEK 
Saturday, November 5 
Wheeling at Toronto 
Hartford at Brooklyn 
Richmond at Orlando 
Philadelphia at Charleston 
Sunday, November 6 
Norfolk at Montreal* 


‘*Day game (all others played at night) 


1966 AFL SCHEDULE 


FIRST WEEK NINTH WEEK 
Friday, September 2 Sunday, October 30 
Oakland at Miami* Denver at San Diego 
Saturday, September 3 Houston at Kansas City 
Denver at Houston* Buffalo at New York 
Sunday, September 4 Oakland at Boston 
Buffalo at San Diego TENTH WEEK 
SECOND WEEK Sunday, November 6 
Friday, September 9 Houston at Oakland 
New York at Miami* San Diego at Kansas City 
Saturday, September 10 Denver at Boston 
Oakland at Houston* Buffalo at Miami 

iego* 
Boston at San Diego ELEVENTH WEEK 


Sunday, September 11 


Kansas City at Buffalo Sunday, November 13 
Oakland at San Diego 
THIRD WEEK Miami at Kansas City 
Sunday, September 18 Houston at Boston 
Kansas City at Oakland New York at Buffalo 


Boston at Denver 
Miami at Buffalo 
Houston at New York 


TWELFTH WEEK 
Sunday, November 20 
Oakland at Denver 


FOURTH WEEK Boston at Kansas City 
Sunday, September 25 Buffalo at Houston 
San Diego at Oakland Miami at New York 


New York at Denver 
Houston at Buffalo 
Kansas City at Boston 


FIFTH WEEK 
Sunday, October 2 
Miami at San Diego 
Houston at Denver 
Buffalo at Kansas City 
New York at Boston 


SIXTH WEEK 
Saturday, October 8 
Denver at Kansas City* 
Boston at Buffalo* 

San Diego at New York* 
Sunday, October 9 
Miami at Oakland 


SEVENTH WEEK 
Sunday, October 16 
Oakland at Kansas City 
New York at Houston 
San Diego at Buffalo 
Denver at Miami 


EIGHTH WEEK 
Sunday, October 23 
Kansas City at Denver 
Miami at Houston 
Oakland at New York 
San Diego at Boston 


THIRTEENTH WEEK 

Thursday, November 24 (Thanksgiving 
Day) 

Buffalo at Oakland 

Sunday, November 27 

San Diego at Denver 

Kansas City at New York 

Boston at Miami 


FOURTEENTH WEEK 
Saturday, December 3 
New York at Oakland 
Sunday, December 4 
Miami at Denver 

San Diego at Houston 
Buffalo at Boston 


FIFTEENTH WEEK 
Sunday, December 11 
New York at San Diego 
Denver at Oakland 
Boston at Houston 
Kansas City at Miami 


SIXTEENTH WEEK 
Saturday, December 17 
Boston at New York 
Sunday, December 18 
Kansas City at San Diego 
Denver at Buffalo 
Houston at Miami 


CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
Sunday, December 25, at home 
of Eastern Division champion 


*Night game 


